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SEASON FINALE
Florida School of the Arts presents ‘Run For Your Wife.’ APPLAUSE, Inside

Palatka drops wetlands education center architect
BY ASIA AIKINS

Palatka Daily News

Palatka city officials confirmed 
that they have terminated their 
agreement with LeHuu Partners, the 
architects for the Georgia-Pacific-
funded St. Johns River Center.  

“We didn’t feel that the design was 
in  l ine  with  downtown,”  sa id 
Palatka’s special projects manager, 
Jonathan Griffith. “We were unable 
to come to an agreement with 
LeHuu.”

According to Griffith, the city will 

ask for bids for design-build con-
tracts in the coming weeks. He said 
the city is asking for bids from con-
tractors with an architect on their 
design team. 

“Luckily our contract with LeHuu 
gave us a license to finish the project 
with their design at 60 percent,” 
Griffith said. “It should only put us a 
month or month-and-a-half behind.”

The c i ty ’s  contract  with GP 
allows Palatka city officials to 

choose the architect and design of 
the building, while GP makes deci-
sions about the interior design and 
curriculum. GP has agreed to pay 
$800,000 for the building design 
and construction. 

Griffith said the building would 
have the same footprint, but the city 
would like to see considerable chang-
es to the façade. 

“I believe the city would come out 
on top,” he said. “Ultimately, the city 

and GP will be much happier with 
the outcome.”

Terry Hadaway, GP public rela-
tions manager, said he doesn’t antic-
ipate a great financial loss since the 
city plans to use the designs that 
were already paid for. He said 
Griff ith also assured him last 
Monday that the change would put 
the project only a month to six weeks 
behind. 

“We’ve got a deadline to meet,” he 

said. “Jonathan said we would still 
have the groundbreaking this sum-
mer.”

Palatka Mayor Vernon Myers said 
city officials have been talking about 
their concerns with the design of the 
building since the beginning of the 
design process. 

“As  the  process  progressed, 
(LeHuu’s) concepts and our concepts 
were not blending,” he said. “So we 
stepped back, took a long look, and 
decided to go in this direction.”

Project would be put ‘a month or month-and-a-half behind’

Woman 
sentenced 
to 20 years 
for beating

BY PETE SKIBA
Palatka Daily News

Shamekia Wesley, the first 
of a pair of women guilty of 
brutal ly  beat ing a  third 
woman, heads to prison for 20 
years after sentencing by 
Seventh Judicial  Circuit 
Court Judge Carlos Mendoza 
on Tuesday.

A jury found 26-year-old 
Wesley guilty of aggravated 
battery with 
deadly weap-
on charges in 
May. Assis-
t a n t  S t a t e 
A t t o r n e y 
H i l l a r i e 
Mil ler  said 
Wesley must 
serve at least 
85 percent of 
the time and 
then be put 
on  5  years 
p r o b a t i o n 
after release.

W e s l e y ’ s 
co-defendant, 
20-year-old 
Charrdonaye 
Brown, took 
“ a n  o p e n 
p l e a ” 
Monday. The 
schedule calls for Brown to be 
sentenced July 8. 

“Open plea means that 
there was no offer made by the 
state,” Miller said. “She pled 
no contest as charged to the 

Wesley

Brown

SCHOOL SYSTEM KEEPS THE MEALS COMING

CHRIS DEVITTO / Palatka Daily News

Three-year-old Patrana Jones eats lunch at the Community Center at the James A. Long apartment complex 
Wednesday for the summer free lunch program.

Summer lunch program feeds hundreds
BY PETE SKIBA

Palatka Daily News

I
n a long-running service for hun-
gry children, the Putnam 
County School District Food 
Service Department rolled out 

its Summer Feeding Program 
Wednesday.

“More than 80 percent of our 
school children are on free or 
reduced-cost meals. We help feed 
the children in summer, too,” said 
Wendy McKinley, of the Food 

Service Department. “This is all 
paid for by a federal grant. We’ve 
been doing this for longer than 10 
years.”

Basing her estimate on the num-
ber of parents who responded to 
questionnaires, McKinley said she 
expects to serve around 30,000 
meals during the program.

The meals are free to children 18 
and younger, McKinley said. The 
meals typically have a sandwich, a 
piece of fruit, a milk carton and a 
juice.

The sandwiches could be peanut 
butter and jelly, turkey or chicken, 
or deli meat with or without cheese. 

The sites where meals are avail-
able have banners identifying them. 
If anyone wants to find a place to 
receive the food they can call 211. 

“They will ask for your zip code,” 
McKinley said. “Then they will give 
you a location near the zip code.”

The program runs through July 31, 
with the exception of July 3 and 4.

   
pskiba@palatkadailynews.com

Man suffers 
2 bites from 
reported 
coral snake

ANOTHER SNAKE 
BITE VICTIM

BY PETE SKIBA
Palatka Daily News

INTERLACHEN – A mid-
dle-aged man bitten by a 
snake with coral snake mark-
ings—red, yellow and black 
stripes—was taken by ambu-
lance to UF Health Shands 
after 12:15 p.m. Wednesday, 
s a i d  a  P u t n a m  C o u n t y 
Emergency Services official.

“The person advised he was 
possibly bitten twice with 
minimal amounts of blood,” 
said Capt. Paul Flateau. 

Flateau did not say it was a 
coral snake at the time of the 
report. Emergency personnel 
did not release the name and 
condition of the victim.

An expert from the Florida 
Poison Control Center in 
Tampa, Alfred Aleguas, said 
to tell if it is a coral snake one 
must remember an old folk 
saying, “Red next to yellow, 
kill a fellow. That is a coral 
snake.” A king snake’s rhyme 
is “Red on black won’t kill 
Jack.”

Although Aleguas pointed 
out that deaths can occur, he 
said that if life support such 
as ventilators and other hospi-
tal equipment are available 
survival is likely. 

“The FDA (Federal Drug 
Administration) has stopped 

Eastern Coral Snake
Description: Red, black and 

yel low bands. Black nose. 
Every other band is yellow.

Bite area: Small scratches 
and mild swelling.

P o s s i b l e  S y m p t o m s : 
Weakness, paralysis, slurred 
speech, difficulty talking, diffi-
culty breathing.

Treatment Protocol: Go to 
emergency department for anti-
venom.

Florida Poison Information 
Center: Advice after a poison-
ing 24 hours daily, 365 days a 
year (800) 222-1222.

‘Sensational 60’ named in Fatherhood Initiative
BY ASIA AIKINS

Palatka Daily News

According to the National Fatherhood 
Initiative and the U.S. Census Bureau, 
one out of every three children in America 
lives in a home where the biological 
father is absent. This weekend, the 
Palatka Housing Authority will highlight 
not one, but 60 fathers in the community 
who are working to change this statistic. 

The PHA and Heart  of  Putnam 
Coalition will celebrate fathers and father 
figures at the Fatherhood Initiative 
Father’s Day celebration Saturday, from 
10 a.m. until noon at the James A. Long 
Community Center and Park. 

“The Sensational 60” was the result of 
a campaign to collect nominations for 
“dedicated, confident, loving, determined 
and unstoppable” fathers for the PHA’s 
annual Fatherhood Initiative celebra-
tion. After less than a month of outreach, 
the PHA accepted 60 nominations for 
honorees throughout the community. 

“We wanted to honor fathers,” said 
PHA Director of Resident Services Aaron 

Robinson, accentuating the ‘s’ in fathers. 
“Not just one Father of the Year like we 
did last year.”

The celebration would bring together 
fathers, biological or not, empowering 

each other and inspiring younger fathers 
to step up and be in their children’s lives, 
Robinson said.

CHRIS DEVITTO / Palatka Daily News

Fatherhood Initiative nominees stand near the Palatka Housing Authority buildings.
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Myers said he believed the 
only setback would be that the 
project would take “a bit” lon-
ger. 

“In the long run, that’s not 
significant,” he said. “We 
want this to be a signature 
piece that reflects Palatka. 
We believe this is in the best 
interest  o f  our  c i t i zens . 
We’re trying to do the right 
thing.”

aaikins@palatkadailynews.com

“Through this initiative, 
some of the fathers have actu-
al ly  grown interested in 
what’s happening at the hous-
ing authority and in the com-
munity as a whole,” he said. 
“There have been many bene-
fits. This is something that is 
growing.”

Last year’s Father of the 
Year, Charles Cue, will join 
business owners, doctors, edu-
cators, ministers, law enforce-
ment officers and everyday 
d a d s ,  m a k i n g  u p  w h a t 
Rob inson  i s  ca l l ing  The 
Sensational 60.

“Here we are, men of differ-
ent ages, races, creeds, coming 
together to do something posi-
tive,” said Terrill Hill, one of 
the honorees. “There’s a lot of 
wisdom out here and we have 
to capitalize on it.” 

David Spell’s seven children 
nominated him through their 
schools. The children and his 
wife, Ana, surprised David 
with the honor Wednesday 
morning as he arrived at the 
PHA main office for a photo 
with fellow honorees. 

“They just told me to come 
here (PHA main office), and I 
was trying to think about why 
I would need to be here,” he 
said. “It was a good surprise.”

David and Ana have four 
children of their own, but also 
accepted custody of three 
additional children. The chil-
dren are 13, 10, 10, 8, 8, 7 and 
5 years old. 

“Can you imagine doing 
h o m e w o r k  w i t h  s e v e n 
kids?” David asked.  “But 
they are the greatest gifts 

in the world.”
Destiny Spell, 13, said she 

likes her dad because he lets 
her practice her magic tricks 
with him. 

“He’s awesome,” she said. 
“He gives us everything we 
want and he’s funny.”

David, who has lived in 
Palatka for 40 years, said he 
and Ana work together in rais-
ing the children, splitting 
homework help and daily 
activities. 

“We try to tell them that 
hard work pays off,” Ana said. 

Ralph Dallas Jr., another 
honoree, said recognizing “the 
creator” and having stability 
in the home are very impor-
tant factors in raising chil-
dren. 

“Kids need a stable raising, 
parents that stuck with them, 
mother and father,” he said. 
“We had no choice in us being 
where we were put in life, but 
we can make a difference in 
our everyday lives.”

The honorees shared con-
tact information Wednesday, 
and said they plan to continue 
the initiative beyond the 
Father’s Day celebration. 

“We’re losing to many kids 
to crime, death,” said PHA 
Executive  Director  John 
Nelson, Jr. “The only thing to 
stop it is for us to step up and 
lead as men.”

Fathers who are not honor-
ees are invited to attend 
Saturday’s celebration. The 
event  wi l l  beg in  wi th  a 
“Fathers Walk for Children” 
from the PHA main office to 
the James A. Long Community 
Center.

The celebration will focus 
on “the father factor” and will 
feature speakers in addition to 
the recognition of the honor-
ees. The event is free and will 

offer food and information 
about education, job training, 
health and wellness and 
strong families and safe com-
munities.

For more information, call 
Robinson at 329-0132 or email 
him at arobinson@palatkaha.
org.

The following fathers will 
be recognized: Leroy Boynton, 
Tim Adams, C.S.  Belton, 
Teddy Brown, Casey Caison, 
A l  Car ter ,  Ear l  Car ter , 
Charles Cue, George DeLoach, 
Kareem Faison, Steven Oneal, 
D r .  E r r o l  F i n d l a t e r , 
Jehonathan Peters, Andrew 
Powell, Tony Ruth, Bobby 
Wilson, Willie Torrence, Dale 
Whitfield, David Spell, Justin 
Campbell, Terrell Hill, Rufus 
Borom, Baron Jones, Bishop 
Mark Jones, Reno Fells, Eddie 

Parcher, Jason Shaw, Delton 
Nealy Sr. ,  Alonzo Cooks, 
Ralph Dallas Jr. 

Pascual Rivera Jr., Luis 
Cruz, Brain Dasher, Freddie 
T a y l o r ,  B r i a n  D a s h e r , 
T h e o d o r e  C o h e n s ,  J o h n 
Nelson Jr., Emanuel Roberts, 
Elijah Session, Jarret Curry, 
Izell Hendrieth, Fredrick 
S m i t h ,  R a m e l  H u n t e r , 
Raymond Davis, Jeff Rawls, 
Larry Harvey,  Elder Leo 
Parker, Rev. Johnnie Butts, 
Chattman Word ,  A lonzo 
Cooks, Jah Stuart, Lenwell 
Watts, Eric Felder, Abram 
Jones, Steven O’Neal, Mark 
Jones and four additional men 
whose names were not sub-
mitted at the time of publica-
tion.

aaikins@palatkadailynews.com
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K-5TH AFTER SCHOOL CARE & SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM

ENROLLING NOW!

from all of us at WIYD/WPLK!

We are STREAMING!
Go to wiydradio.com or wplk.com

and LISTEN anytime, anyplace.
Take us with you
wherever you go!

WPLK
800 
AM

Go to wiydradio.com or wplk.com

RADIO SHOW
EVERY THURSDAY • 5 PM
WPLK 800 AM • WIYD 1260 AM

SPONSORED THIS MONTH BY

OPEN EVERY DAY 8AM-10PM
BINGO ON WED, SAT & SUN

3 PROGRESSIVE GAMES DAILY!
201 ST JOHNS AVE

PALATKA, FL 32177
(386) 328-5822

BINGOPALACEFLORIDA.COM

AUG 29-30 LABOR DAY WEEKEND
THEGEMCITYSHRIMPBLAST.COM

ENJOY “A SLICE 
OF PALATKA”
ART SHOW &
RECEPTION 
JUNE 20TH
5:30-8PM
AT THE
PALATKA
WELCOME 
CENTER -
LOCATED AT 900 ST JOHNS AVE

ENJOY “A SLICE 

LOCATED AT 900 ST JOHNS AVE

in Today’s edition 
of

in Today’s edition 

Dining & 

Entertainment

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED
The Florida Department of Health in Putnam County 
(DOH-Putnam) needs medical and support volunteers 

for its Medical Reserve Corps unit.
Volunteers play a key role in natural disasters, 

emergency preparedness and public health activities. 
Training is free!

For more information on how
you can get involved, call DOH-Putnam at

(386) 326-3331

Putnam Chamber named fi nalist for national award
Special to the Daily News

The Putnam County Chamber of 
Commerce has been chosen as a finalist 
for the “2014 Chamber of the Year” 
award.  The American Chamber of 
C o m m e r c e  E x e c u t i v e s  r e c e n t l y 
announced finalists for this presti-
gious national award, which recog-
nizes the dual role chambers have 
in creating both leading businesses 
and communities.

The Putnam County Chamber of 
Commerce was selected as a final-
ist for proving success in communi-
ty leadership and organizational 
strength by being among the top in 
the nation for financial and mem-
bership growth, as well as making 
a demonstrable impact on key com-
munity priorities in areas like economic 
opportunities, education, transportation, 
healthcare, and cultural vitality.

Chamber Chairman Kelley Smith stat-
ed, “It’s very rewarding for our organiza-
tion to be honored for the hard work and 
dedication of many who volunteer time 
and resources for community develop-
ment through the Chamber’s program. I 
also commend the chamber’s professional 

staff and the board of directors for leader-
ship, guidance and implementation.” 

Chambers from across the United 
States qualified to enter the Chamber of 
the Year competition by meeting or beat-
ing the national average or median for 

their dues income level in four 
of these seven points: net 
income, current ratio, net 
assets, net assets as a percent-
age of annual expenses, net 
gain in membership sales dol-
lars, retained member dollars, 
a n d  r e t a i n e d  m e m b e r 
accounts. Once a chamber 
qual i f ies ,  they  submit  a 
detailed application, which is 
used to determine the top 

chambers in each category.
During all stages, chambers will com-

pete amongst peers from similar commu-
nities.  ACCE uses a five-factor equation, 
approved by the Chamber of the Year 
judging board that ensures everyone will 
be competing against chambers of similar 
size and capacity. The category factors 
are population, number of businesses in 
the area, percentage of total revenue 
restricted, total revenue, and current 

number of members. Putnam’s chamber 
is the only Florida chamber represented 
in the groups of finalists.

The finalists, including Putnam, will 
be recognized and the winner announced 
during ACCE’s Awards Gala at the asso-
ciation’s annual convention scheduled for 
mid-August.

“I am extremely proud of this accom-
plishment and want to recognize that it is 
the result of, and a testament to, the hard 
work and dedication of the leadership 
team and numerous volunteers that work 
day in and out making our community a 
better place,”  said 2013 Chamber 
Chairman Joe Pickens. 

Chamber President Dana Jones said, 
“We were extremely pleased to qualify 
and truly humbled to become a final-
ist.  This recognition as one of the top 
Chambers in the country is truly a trib-
ute to our dedicated Chamber members 
and professional staff, serving the com-
munity through Chamber participation.”

In 2013, the Putnam County Chamber 
of Commerce was also selected as a final-
ist and in 2007 was one of the first recipi-
ents of the ACCE Chamber of the Year 
award.

Jones

Fatherhood Initiative nominees 
hold hands during a prayer 

near the Palatka Housing 
Authority buildings.

CHRIS DEVITTO / Palatka Daily News

FSU restarts search for new 
president after backlash

BY GARY FINEOUT
Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE — Just a 
few weeks ago it appeared 
that Florida State University 
was ready to join a line of U.S. 
colleges that have turned to 
powerful politicians to lead 
their schools.

But on Wednesday a uni-
versity search committee 
opted to revamp a tumultu-
ous search for a new presi-
dent in the midst of a back-
lash over initially designating 
state Sen. John Thrasher the 
front-runner for the job. 
(Thrasher represents Putnam 
County.)

The main change was to 
hire a new consulting firm to 
help with the search after the 
previous consultant abruptly 
resigned earlier this week.

FSU has been without a 
permanent president since 
Eric Barron stepped down to 
take the top job at Penn State 
University. His departure 
came while the university is 
in the middle of a large fund-
raising campaign. Some FSU 
alumni have pushed to get a 
successor on board as quickly 
as possible, but some faculty 
members have urged the uni-
versity to take its time to find 
a new president.

The search committee, 
which is made up of FSU 
alumni, trustees, students 
and faculty, left unsettled 
when it would set a deadline 
for applications, or whether 
it would revise the criteria 
for the post. The committee 
did agree to retain all current 
applicants which includes 
Thrasher as well as Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Ricky 
Polston.

“Our mission has been 

very clear from the begin-
ning,” said Ed Burr, chair-
man of the FSU search com-
mittee. “It’s an open, thor-
ough and honest search to 
find the very best president 
we can.”

It’s not clear, however, if 
faculty and students roiled 
by the prospect of Thrasher 
becoming president agreed. 
Several of them complained 
about the search before the 
vote was taken and said that 
faculty members and stu-
dents do not have a big 
enough say in the process.

Allan Bense, a former 
House speaker and chairman 
of the FSU Board of Trustees, 
insisted after the meeting 
that the search for a new 
president remains “wide 
open” and that Thrasher is 
not a lock for the job.

“I’m doing all I can to do 
away with that myth,” Bense 
said.

Bense and other search 
committee members narrow-
ly voted last month to inter-
view Thrasher first and 
decide whether to offer him 
the position. That move was 
made after search consultant 
Bill Funk said Thrasher’s 
interest was discouraging 
other qualified candidates 
from applying for the job.

But the interview was post-
poned after Polston stepped 
forward and applied for the 
job. Meanwhile, faculty and 
students sharpened their crit-
icism of Thrasher over his 
lack of academic credentials 
and his support for legislation 
to limit tenure for public 
school teachers. Last week 
the FSU Faculty Senate 
criticized the search process 
and said it had “lost confi-
dence” in the consultant.
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