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Early Care and Education Resource List 
Know the early care and education infrastructure in your community and access the highest quality 

services for young children! 

Subsidized Child Care Providers and Child Care Subsidies 
Through the states, the federal Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) supports a range of child care 
services.  Publicly subsidized child care centers and family child care homes receive grants or contracts to 
provide early education and child care, often on a sliding fee scale, for infants, toddlers, preschoolers.  
Additionally, child care subsidies are vouchers for child care that parents can use with the provider of their 
choice, including public and private child care centers, family child care homes, and relatives or friends.  
Income eligibility is determined by individual states and, typically, there is a waiting list for subsidized child 
care slots and for child care vouchers.  States supplement federal funds with state funds and TANF.  

CCDF Grantee State and Territory Contacts | Office of Child Care | Administration for Children and Families 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/occ/resource/ccdf-grantee-state-and-territory-contacts

Early Head Start and Head Start 
Federally funded comprehensive child development program for pregnant women, infants and toddlers and their 
families (Early Head Start) and preschoolers (Head Start) that provides early learning experiences, usually in a 
center-based setting, along with health and family support services.  Some, but not all, Head Start programs 
include full-day early care and education.  Federal rules require that at least 90% of children served have family 
income at or below the federal poverty line and that at least 10% of children have an identified disability.  States 
may supplemental federal funds with state funds to reach additional low-income families.  

Head Start Locator http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/HeadStartOffices
State Collaboration Offices https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/states/collaboration/map/index.html

Child Care Resource and Referral 
Carve out of federal child care block grants to states to provide for the coordination of child care resources, to 
help link families with child care resources in their communities, to help build the supply of child care in 
communities, and to improve the overall quality of child care.  CCR&Rs help to connect child care and 
education resources, document child care needs and can help to build early care and education systems in states 
and communities.  They may be statewide or more regionally and locally and often sponsor training services to 
child care providers as well as consumer education for parents on finding quality care. 

Child Care Resource and Referral 
http://www.naccrra.org/sites/default/files/connecticut_fact_sheet_.pdf 

State Pre-kindergarten/School Readiness/Universal Pre-k 
State supported early childhood education for preschoolers through local school districts or community councils.  
Operate education-focused half-day and full-day programs in schools or through community partnerships.  Some 
programs provide referrals for health and developmental screening, supportive services to families, and offer 
opportunities for parent involvement.  Thirty-eight states now support state pre-kindergarten programs for four-
year-olds or for three- and four-year-olds. 

National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) – Check “State Profiles” 
http://www.nieer.org/ 
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IDEA – Preschool Special Education 
Federally funded early care and education services, often only part-day, for children with disabilities, which will 
impact on their ability to learn.  School districts are formula funded through State Departments of Education to 
provide special education services that are often in a classroom setting in the schools can be integrated into 
community programs.  Children must meet strict eligibility criteria to receive a wide range of educational and 
family supports that met their individual educational needs. 

OSEP/MSIP State Contacts Part B and Part C 
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/monitor/state-contact-list.html

IDEA – Part C – Early Intervention Services 
Federally funded, and state supplemented, educational and family supports for children ages birth to age three 
with identified developmental delays and disabilities.  States set eligibility criteria, which can restrict 
interventions to a narrow target population or address more broad preventative service needs.  Typically, 
services are provided through home visits to families and early care providers but may include group or center-
based early care and education strategies. 

OSEP/MSIP State Contacts Part B and Part C 
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/monitor/state-contact-list.html

State Early Childhood Advisory Councils/Cabinets 
Under the Head Start Act of 2007 states established or designated State Advisory Councils (SAC) to coordinate 
and further develop early childhood systems and services across varying funding streams and service sectors.   

State Advisory Councils | Early Childhood Development | Administration for Children and Families 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd/early-learning/state-advisory-councils

Maternal Infant Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) 
Under the Affordable Care Act states are funded both by formula and through competitive grants to coordinate 
home visiting services and expand home visiting services utilizing national designated evidence-based home 
visiting service models.   

MIECHV State Contacts 
http://mchb.hrsa.gov/programs/homevisiting/statecontacts.pdf

Federal Resources Promoting Healthy Development and Learning for Young Children Experiencing 
Homelessness
Coordinated through the Federal Interagency Council on Homelessness a variety of resources have begun to be 
released that promote collaboration and partnership across federal agencies, including Health and Human 
Services, Department of Education and Housing and Urban Development, to better serve families with young 
children.  

Expanding Early Care and Education for Homeless Children | Early Childhood Development | Administration 
for Children and Families 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd/interagency-projects/ece-services-for-homeless-children
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