
“What is Placemaking….. ” 



“What is Placemaking…..         

What makes people love 

where they live? ….. ” 



O L D E R  

P E O P L E

R A C I A L  A N D  E T H N I C  M I N O R I T I E S

FA M I L I E S  W I T H  Y O U N G  C H I L D R E N

G AY S  A N D  L E S B I A N S

Y O U N G ,  TA L E N T E D  P E O P L E  

L O O K I N G  F O R  W O R K

I M M I G R A N T S

Y O U N G  A D U LT S  

W I T H O U T  C H I L D R E N

INCLUSIVE



G O O D  P L A C E S  T O  M E E T  P E O P L E

A R T S  A N D  C U LT U R A L 

O P P O R T U N I T I E S

F U N  A C T I V I T I E S

O T H E R  P E O P L E  C A R E  

A B O U T  E A C H  O T H E R

M U LT I - L AY E R E D  H I S T O R Y

SOCIAL 

& CULTURAL

DIVERSITY



“….. And why does it 

matter?” 



satisfaction 

with where 

you live

economic 

health of a 

community !

“….. And why does it 

matter?” 



RIVER DISTRICT, SACRAMENTO
Planning Context



RIVER DISTRICT, SACRAMENTO
Planning Context



RIVER DISTRICT, SACRAMENTO
Planning Context



RIVER DISTRICT, SACRAMENTO

review of plans + document existing place = initial ideas



MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION
major roadways



MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION
existing + proposed bicycle network



COMMUNITY DESTINATIONS
existing + proposed parks and community open spaces



CHARACTER DEFINING ELEMENTS
existing + proposed historic districts



PROPOSED PROJECTS
streets + transit + developments



River District, Sacramento



River District, Sacramento



River District, Sacramento



Community Meetings



Placemaking Pop-Up Events





River District, SacramentoRiver District, Sacramento



21st St, Paso Robles Design

Safe



Functional

West Capitol Ave, West Sacramento, CA Design



Comfortable

West Capitol Ave, West Sacramento, CA Design



Well Connected

West Capitol Ave, West Sacramento, CA Design



Existing ConditionWell Connected … For All Users

Water Street, Mobile, AL Design



Long TermWell Connected … For All Users

Water Street, Mobile, AL Design



Healthy

Washington St, Golden, CO Design



Streets

Healthy



Fun

West Capitol Ave, West Sacramento, CA Design



Outdoor Living Rooms …. Temporary

Upper Market, San Francisco



Outdoor Living Rooms …. Temporary

Bell St, Seattle, WA Design



Winslow Way, Bainbridge Island Design

…. Outdoor Living Rooms… Permanent



Dixieanne Ave, Sacramento Design

Sustainable



Artistic - Celebrate Community

Main Street, Lyon



Hemisfair, San Antonio Design

Flexible



Hemisfair, San Antonio Design

Flexible



Hemisfair, San Antonio Design

Flexible



Hemisfair, San Antonio Design

Flexible



Gateways

Art / Murals

Kiosks / Signage 

Multi-purpose Structures

Landscaping / Paving

Other

PLACEMAKING ELEMENTS



GATEWAYS



SIGNAGE / KIOSKS



ART



ART / MURALS



LANDSCAPING / PAVING



LANDSCAPING / PAVING



MULTIPURPOSE STRUCTURES



MULTIPURPOSE STRUCTURES



TELL A STORY ….



Dixieanne Ave, Sacramento Design

TELL MY STORY!


