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Advancing Healthy Housing – A Strategy for Action

Suggested Use:  The federal government has developed this important core messaging about the Advancing Healthy Homes – A Strategy for Action.   The messaging may be adapted by a wide range of organizations, including the media, community partners, state and local government, and other “stakeholders,” for use in your communications. 
The Strategy has five overarching goals. For additional details, please see the complete Strategy document, available on this website.  
Background:  On February 4, 2013, U.S. federal agencies unveiled Advancing Healthy Housing – A Strategy for Action in an open press event at the National Building Museum in Washington, D.C. Senior leaders from U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, White House Council on Environmental Quality, U.S. Department of Energy, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services announced the release of the Strategy and discussed each agency’s work relating to its vision and goals.  
· In addition, the event highlighted the publication of a Notice by HUD’s Office of Multifamily Housing that requires radon testing and mitigation for FHA-insured multifamily mortgage applications for new construction and significant rehabilitation, and certain FHA-insured refinancing programs.
Main Thrust of the Federal Healthy Homes Strategy
· Advancing Healthy Housing – A Strategy for Action represents a bold new vision for addressing the nation’s health and economic burdens caused by preventable hazards in the home, and focuses attention on the public health impact of poor-quality housing in the United States. 
· Health and safety hazards associated with housing are estimated to cost the nation billions of dollars annually in healthcare costs alone, and are associated with lower educational attainment, loss of housing equity, neighborhood deprivation and more.  With limitations on public funds, it is imperative that federal agencies leverage their resources and expertise to implement this national healthy homes agenda. 
· The time is right for the Strategy for Action to guide federal actions and policies, which will in turn influence, state and local governments, as well as private and non-government organizations to substantially reduce the number of American homes with health and safety hazards.
· The health and economic burdens from preventable hazards associated with the home are considerable, but evidence indicates that intervention-based programs intended to reduce in-home hazards are cost-effective at preventing potential illnesses and injuries.
· Health is not just about the quality of a person’s health care, it’s also about where someone lives and the home they live in. It is estimated that over 30 million U.S. housing units have significant physical problems and/or elevated levels of lead, radon, or other contaminants placing occupants at risk for potential illnesses and injuries.
· The Strategy encourages federal agencies to adopt a proactive stance and take the first steps in implementing priority actions that will lead to an overall reduction in the number of American homes with health and safety hazards. For example, by coordinating efforts with the Department of Energy to combine weatherization and healthy homes assessments and interventions, Department of Housing and Urban Development has been able to address multiple housing deficiencies simultaneously, yielding significant public health and energy benefits.
· The Strategy builds on other interagency strategic documents that have advanced federal efforts to promote safe and healthy housing, including the National Prevention Strategy, the Surgeon General’s Call to Action to Promote Healthy Homes, the Federal Radon Action Plan, and the Federal Action Plan to Reduce Racial and Ethnic Asthma Disparities, among others, as well as individual agencies’ strategic plans and programs implementing their strategies.
· In 2009, the U.S. Surgeon General declared, in the Call to Action to Promote Healthy Homes, that, “A healthy home is sited, designed, built, maintained, and renovated in ways that support the health of its residents.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  2009.  The Surgeon General’s Call to Action to Promote Healthy Homes.  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Surgeon General.] 

· One in 5 children in America lives in poverty.  While anyone can suffer from housing-related illness and injury, certain groups such as children, the elderly, and individuals with chronic illness are often more vulnerable to the effects of residential health and safety hazards.  The Strategy promotes targeting healthy homes activities to support the needs of underserved populations.
· Our homes have a unique place in our everyday lives.  Homes are where we spend more time than anywhere else, where our children live and play, where friends and family gather to celebrate, and where we seek refuge and safety.  Too often housing quality is far below what is considered safe and healthy for occupants.


Highlights of the Strategy’s Five Goals
The Strategy promotes the vision of reducing the number of American homes with health and safety hazards through achievement of five goals and priority actions.
· Goals One and Two: Establish and Encourage Adoption of Federally-Recognized Criteria for Healthy Homes.  The Strategy for Action calls upon federal agencies to develop consensus on the basic concept of a healthy home – building on already-recognized characteristics of healthy housing: keeping your home dry, clean, pest free, safe, contaminant free, well ventilated, well maintained, and thermally controlled.  Further, it encourages adoption of this consensus across federal agencies, tribal governments, state, and local governments, and non-governmental organizations.  Achieving these two goals will harmonize public awareness messages and program coordination, as well as establish effective partnerships.
· Radon: A prime example of an agency’s encouraging adoption of federally-recognized criteria is HUD’s announcement on February 4, 2013 of two official Notices regarding exposure in HUD-assisted housing to radon.  
· HUD’s Multifamily Housing Radon Notice and its companion letter to holders of FHA-insured multifamily housing mortgages require that radon testing be part of the environmental report for these assistance programs, with some exceptions, such as for refinancing mortgages of multifamily housing in low radon risk areas.  When testing for any of the 100,000 housing units covered by the notice this fiscal year – and similarly in future years – reveals radon levels at or above the EPA action level, the condition will have to be mitigated.
· In addition, HUD is announcing today its Radon Information Notice for HUD‑assisted public housing.  This notice provides information to public housing agencies on the dangers of radon, and how preventing it from ever entering a building is the best approach.  HUD encourages these agencies to proactively plan and complete radon testing and to follow up with mitigation, and lets them know that some state and local governments have radon policies.  Issuing this notice is an important step in HUD’s protecting residents in public housing.
· The radon notices announced today not only support the Federal Radon Action Plan cited by the Strategy for Action, but also the Strategy’s encouragement of intra-agency coordination, in this case, among several Offices within HUD.
· Goal Three:  Create and Support Training and Workforce Development to Address Health Hazards in Housing.  Establishing a foundation of trained professionals who deliver coordinated healthy homes and weatherization and retrofitting in homes, is at the core of the Strategy.  Work quality is the cornerstone of any effort aimed at producing measurable and meaningful outcomes.  Professionals in the weatherization and healthy homes industries must be properly trained to ensure that their work produces the intended results.  The plan includes leveraging existing workforce development efforts, such as the Department of Labor’s efforts in training workers for, and connecting workers to, jobs in a clean energy economy and green construction.
· Goal Four:  Educate the Public about Healthy Homes.  The Strategy promotes adoption of a public communications campaign to help people connect the dots between their health and their home.  The goal is to educate the public about healthy homes, and to encourage people to take action to address and maintain health-related features in their homes.  To get this started, federal partners will launch a new website this spring, www.HealthyHomes.hud.gov, that offers homeowners and renters easy-to-use tools and information on how to take simple and effective actions to remove possible health and safety risks from a home.  The new website will provide links to other federally supported healthy homes websites.
· Goal Five:  Support Research that Informs and Advances Healthy Housing in a Cost-Effective Manner.  The Strategy identifies areas in which rigorous healthy homes research is needed to help federal, state, and local stakeholders enhance their decision-making to identify and support actions that will be cost-effective, and decrease the chance that their actions will have unintended adverse consequences.
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