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LEED-ND Credits







 Transit-served projects:
─ 12 DU/acre (residential)

─ 0.8 FAR (nonresidential)

 Other projects:

– 7 DU/acre (residential)

– 0.5 FAR (nonresidential)

NPD p2: Compact Development

Boise, ID: 7.8 du/acre
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Connectivity (intersections /sq. mile) = 212 Connectivity (intersections /sq. mile) = 25





GIB Prerequisites
• GIB p1: Certified Green Building

– Every project must have at least one certified green 
building (including LEED for Homes)

• GIB p2: Minimum Building Energy Efficiency
– 1-3 stories – ENERGY STAR
– 4 stories + - Weighted average must be 10 % better 

than ASHRAE 90.1 2007 (5 % for major renovations)

• GIB p3: Minimum Building Water Efficiency

• GIB p4: Construction Activity Pollution Prevention















Affordable Green Neighborhoods 
Grant Program

Goal: To assist LEED for Neighborhood 
Development projects that include a strong affordable 
housing component to successfully pursue 
certification.



NPDc4: Mixed-Income Diverse 
Communities

• Option 1 – awards up to 3 points for a diversity of 
housing types

• Option 2 – awards up to 3 points for affordable 
housing

• Option 3 – awards 1 bonus point for earning at 
least 2 points in both Options 1 and 2



Other Affordable Housing 
Related Points

SLLc1: Preferred Location: OPTION 3 (3 points) 
• Earn at least two points for affordable housing in 
NPDc4 AND
• Be located in Federal Enterprise/Empowerment Zone, 
CDFI Community, Qualified HUD Census Tract or DDA

SLLc5: Housing/Jobs Balance: OPTION 1 (3 points) 
• Earn at least one point for affordable housing in 
NPDc4 AND 
• Be located with ½ mile walk distance of more pre-
project jobs than there are DUs in the project



Total Affordable Housing
Related Points Available

• SLLc1, Option 3: 3 points

• SLLc5, Option 3: 3 points

• NPDc3: 6 points + 1 bonus point

Total: 13 points















What can LEED-ND do for you?

• Certification tool for new PHA developments 
or redevelopments
– Consider for PHA-led projects

– Can make project more competitive for HUD 
funding

– Consider requiring in RFP/RFQ Process

• Evaluation tool for existing developments



Chicago Housing Authority

• Used LEED-ND as Sustainability Benchmark
– Westhaven Park

– Oakwood Shores

• Required LEED-ND Gold Certification for 
project team selected for Lathrop Homes RFP
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• 2 points for LEED-ND certification (Stage 1)
OR
• 2 points for a design that meets LEED-ND 
standard



Sophie Lambert
slambert@usgbc.org
202-828-1162
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