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March 25, 1992

M. Robert L. Elliott
923 East 221st Street, PHB
Bronx, New York 10469-1014

Dear M. Elliott:

We are in receipt of your original Freedom of |nformation
Act requests and subsequent FO A appeal from 1988. W al so
received the rel ated background nmaterials which you submitted on
Decenmber 4, 1991. As indicated in your Decenber 3, 1991
t el ephone conversation with Carol Bernstein, staff attorney in
the Personnel and Ethics Law Division, since the correspondence
files for Triangle H D.F. Corporation and Chanbers H. D.F.
Cor porati on had been stored on nicrofiche and retired to the
CGovernment Archives, it was necessary to recall this information
bef ore responding to your requests.

Backgr ound

On May 16, 1988 you requested information fromthe Ofice of
the Assistant Secretary for Housing regarding the nerger of
Tri angl e Corporation and Chambers Corporation into the Chantri
Corporation. You also requested the qualification guidelines for
participation in HUD progranms by principals who were in default
and the Financial Disclosure Statenents for the Chantri Corp.
You submtted a separate FO A request, dated May 16, 1988, to the
Department's New York Regional Ofice. Itens in that request
i ncl uded:

1. HUD Form 92266, transfer of physical assets application
2. Replacenment Reserve Fund request

3. Cdosing file on each of the two entities that were
nerged into Chantri

4. Transferee's questionnaire

5. Al New York State records relating to the two
corporations that were nerged into Chantri

On May 17, 1988, you forwarded an addendumto your My 16
request to the New York Regional Ofice. Your addendum requested
the Regional Ofice of Inspector General's disposition files
regarding the Triangle Apartnents Project No. 012-44062 and
Chanbers Housing Project No. 012-44155 . This infornmation was



referenced in material you sent us regarding a nenorandumto
Kennet h Stroud, forner Regional |nspector General for
I nvestigations, dated April 1, 1983. You also requested a

conputer print-out of Section 8 authorizations for the Triangle
and Chanbers Housi ng Devel opnent Fund Corporations from January
1980 t hrough Decenber 1983.

According to our records, your May 16, 1988 letter to
the O fice of Housing was responded to on June 1, 1988 by
Susan Zagane, forner Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy,
Fi nanci al Managenment and Administration in the Ofice of Housing.
Ms. Zagane's response included the rel ease of several Previous
Participation Certificates executed by the principals of the
Tri angl e and Chanbers Corporations. She also explained the
criteria which the Departnent used regarding participation in HUD
progranms by principals whose projects were in default. Finally,
she advi sed that you contact the New York Regional Ofice
regardi ng your request for the Financial Disclosure Statenents.

On July 15, 1988, Francine Kell man, Special Assistant to the
Regi onal Administrator in the New York Ofice, provided a
response to your May 16 and 17, 1988 FO A requests. This
response deni ed your requests because the docunments contai ned
confidential, comercial and financial business information
whi ch was protected from di scl osure under Exenption 4. On
July 18, 1988, you appeal ed the New York Regional Ofice's
deni al of your requests. |In a letter to Secretary Kenp, dated
Noverber 18, 1991, you indicated that you had not received a
response to your FO A appeal. M. Bernstein subsequently
contacted you on Decenber 3, 1991

Det erm nati on

In response to your appeal, we have reviewed the files
dating back to 1967 which were obtained fromthe Governnent
Archives. Based on this review, | have deternined to rel ease the
i nformati on we have available. Specifically, | have deternined
to reverse the initial denial with respect to item 3 of your
request and rel ease 637 docunents. Copies of this information

are enclosed. In regard to your request for "closing files" on
the forecl osed projects, please note that the Department does not
maintain "closing files." However, | amreleasing information

fromour correspondence files relating to the operations, default
and foreclosure sales for the Triangle and Chanbers Corporations.
Much of this material was previously deni ed under Exenption 4.

Al t hough sone of this material contains comercial and
financial information protected from di scl osure under
Exenption 4, | have determ ned that disclosure would not cause
substantial harmto the conpetitive position of either the
Triangl e or Chambers Corporation since many of the records are
nore than twenty years old and the rel ated projects have been
foreclosed. Likewi se, with respect to the intra-office nmenoranda
and notes encl osed, | have concluded that disclosure would not



harm t he Agency's deliberative process under Exenption 5. W

al so redacted the Social Security nunbers and nanmes of tenants
and apartnent staff enployees fromeleven (11) of these
docunents. This information is protected under the FOA' s
Exenption 6 regardi ng personal privacy information. | have al so
determ ned pursuant to 24 C.F.R 15.21 that the public interest
in protecting personal privacy militates against release of this
i nformation.

We have no further information in our files which responds
toitenms 1, 2, 4, and 5 of your FO A requests. W were al so
unable to locate a conmputer print-out of Section 8 authorizations
pertaining to the Triangle and Chanbers projects from 1980-1983.
Pursuant to 24 C. F.R Part 2002, your FO A request for the
Tri angl e Apartnents and Chanber Housing disposition report files
shoul d be submitted to G L. Isdell, New York Regional Ofice of
I nspector General, 26 Federal Plaza, New York, New York 10278-
0068.

Agai n, we apol ogi ze for our inordinate delay in responding
to your initial request for an appeal determ nation. However, as
previously indicated in our correspondence of Novenber 21 and
Decenber 6, 1991, your request was inadvertently msplaced in the
Headquarters O fi ce.

Appeal Rights

You have the right to judicial review of this determ nation
under 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(4).

Very sincerely yours,

C. H Abright, Jr.
Princi pal Deputy General Counsel

Encl osur es



