U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

Public and Indian Housing

Special Attention of: Notice PIH 2000-41 (HA)

Office Directors of Public Housing; Issued: September 1, 2000
Secretary’s Representatives; Public Housing

Agencies Administering Section 8 Programs,

Administrators Office of Native American

Programs. Expires: September 30, 2001

Cross References:

Subj ect: Use of Housing Cholce Vouchers 1 n Assisted Living
Facilities

Purpose: The purpose of this Notice is to informHUD field
staff and public housing agencies (PHAs) that program
applicants or participants nmay use housing choi ce vouchers in
assisted living facilities in accordance with programrul es.
Section 523 of the Preserving Affordabl e Housing for Senior
Citizens and Families into the 21% Century Act confirnms that a
PHA may provide voucher assistance for famlies who live in an
assisted living facility. These provisions were enacted in the
Vet erans Affairs and Housing and Urban Devel opnent and

| ndependent Agenci es Appropriations Act, 2000 ( Public Law
106- 74,113 Stat. 1047, approved on October 20, 1999).

The use of housing choice vouchers in an assisted |iving
facility will supplenent the Medicaid Hone and Community Based
Wai ver Program under Section 1915(c) of the Social Security
Act to pay for residential care. These waivers allow

medi cai d-eligible individuals at risk of being placed in
hospitals, nursing facilities, or internediate care facilities
the alternative of being cared for in their honmes and
communities. The use of housing choice vouchers in assisted
living facilities also allows the frail elderly to obtain
supportive services in order to remain i ndependent and avoid
premature institutionalization.

Eligibility Housing: Assisted living facilities are sonetines
called residential care facilities, adult care facilities,
congregate care facilities, or group honmes. Assisted |iving
facilities are designed for residents who have the physical
ability to live independently but need assistance with sone
activities of daily living, such as personal care,
transportation, nmeals, |laundry, nmedication nonitoring,
security, and housekeepi ng.

A person residing in an assisted living unit nmust not require



continual medical or nursing care. Nursing hones, board and
care hones, or facilities providing continual psychiatric,
medi cal , or

nursing services, are not eligible properties under the
housi ng choi ce voucher program See Section 982.352 (a)(3).

Program Requirenents: All housing choice voucher program
rules apply to assisted living facilities (e.g., housing
qual ity standards, rent reasonabl eness).

Housi ng Assi stance Paynent: The housi ng assi stance paynment is
cal cul ated the same way as the normal voucher subsidy

cal cul ati on. The housing assistance paynent is the |ower of
the gross rent (including the utility allowance for all tenant
furnished utilities) mnus the total tenant paynent or the
paynment standard applicable to the famly m nus the total

t enant paynent.

The cost of nmeals or supportive services nmay not be included
in the rent to ower. These itens nust be paid for through

ot her sources, e.g., resident fees or third party providers.
Nonpaynent of these fees for neals and services is not grounds
for term nation of housing choice voucher assistance or for
eviction fromthe housing.

Further Information: Any questions regarding this Notice
shoul d be addressed to the Real Estate and Housi ng
Performance Division in the Ofice of Public and
Assi st ed Housi ng at (202) 708-0477.
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