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1.   This Transmits 

     Changes to Handbook 7420.5, Admission of Single Persons to Low-Income 

     and Lower-Income Assisted Housing, dated 4/77. 

  

2.   Explanation of Changes: 

  

     The change is to delete the references to HUD-51227, Report on 

     Families Moving into Low-Rent Housing; HUD-52659, Application 

     for Tenant Eligibility and Recertification; and HUD 52675, 

     Report of Family Characteristics.  These reports, which are 

     discussed in paragraph 10, Administrative Controls have been 

     rescinded and replaced by Form HUD-50059, 

     Certification/Recertification of Tenant Eligibility. 
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1. This Transmits: 
Changes to Handbook 7420.5, Admission of Single Persons to Low-Income and 

Lower-Income Assisted Housing, dated 4/77. 

 

 

2. Explanation of Changes: 
These changes are to implement changes made to the United States Housing 

Act of 1937 by the Housing and Community Development Amendments of 1978, 

which increases the limitation on the percentage of assisted units that 

may be occupied by single, non-elderly persons from 10 to 15 percent of 

the units within the jurisdiction of a PHA. 



  

3.   Filing Instructions: 

  

     Remove:                                    Insert: 

     Handbook 7420.5                            Handbook 7420.5 CHG 

     Pages 1 thru 4                               Pages 1 thru 3 dated 

10/82 

      dated 4/77                                Page 4 dated 4/77 

                                                Appendix 1, dated 10/82 

  

                                   General Deputy Assistant 

                              Secretary- 

                                   Deputy Federal Housing 

                              Commissioner 

  

H:  Distribution: W-3-1, W-1, W-2, W-3, W-4, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-3-1(H), R-3-2, 

          R-4, R-4-1, R-4-2, R-5, R-5-1, R-5-2 

  

            U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

                          H O U S I N G 

  

TRANSMITTAL NO. 1                                 7420.5 

  

                                              April 19, 1977 

  

1.   This Transmits. 

     Handbook 7420.5, Admission of Single Persons to Low-Income and 

     Lower-Income Assisted Housing, dated 4/77. 

  

2.   Explanation of Material Transmitted. 

     This Handbook implements changes made to the United States 

     Housing Act of 1937 by the Housing Authorization Act of 1976, 

     which extends eligibility for public housing and Section 8 to 

     include, under certain circumstances, presently ineligible 

     Single Persons. 
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CHAPTER 1. BASIC POLICIES AND APPLICABILITY 

  

1. PURPOSE.  This Handbook provides instructions and technical guidance to HUD 
field offices in implementing the provisions of 24 CFR, Chapter VIII, Part 

812, Definition of Family and Other Related Terms; Occupancy by Single 

Persons, (shown in Appendix 1) which set forth the requirements and criteria 

for admission of single persons who are not elderly, handicapped, disabled, 

displaced, or the remaining member of a tenant family to low-income and 

lower-income housing assisted under the United States Housing Act of 1937. 

 

2. BACKGROUND.  Prior to the amendments contained in the Housing Authorization 
Act of 1976, the United States Housing Act of 1937 strictly limited the 

definition of family to family units consisting of more than one person with 

the exception of an elderly person, or the remaining member of a tenant    

family.  The Housing Authorization Act of 1976, which became law on August 3, 

1976, expanded the definition of family to include other single persons with 

the provision that the number of the units occupied by such persons be 

limited to no more than 10 percent of the units under the jurisdiction of    

any PHA.  The Housing and Community Development Act of 1978 increased the 

percentage limitation of assisted units from 10 to 15 percent. 

 

3. BASIC POLICIES. 
  

    a.  Part 812 permits Single Persons (as defined therein) to 

        occupy low-income or lower-income projects: 

  

        (1) When they reside in housing which has been or is 

            being converted to a low-income or lower-income 

            project, 

  

        (2) Where the HUD Field Office Manager/Supervisor has 

            determined that a project or a portion of a project, 

            which has been or is being converted to a low-income 

            or lo4er-income project is not suitable for occupancy 

            by the elderly, disabled, or the handicapped, or 

  

        (3) When the project is experiencing sustained vacancies 

            and there is no likelihood of filling vacant units 

            with eligible applicants. 

  

In addition, Part 812 permits PHAs to issue Certification of Family 

Participation to Single Persons who are otherwise eligible where the PRA 

determines it is appropriate because rehabilitation of an existing 

structure resulting in increased rents would require the Single Person to 

either pay more than 25 percent of his/her income or move. 
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     b.   As required by the Act, Part 812 provides that no more 

          than 10 percent of the units assisted under the Act 

          within the jurisdiction of any PHA may be occupied by 

          Single Persons.  Further, the regulation requires that 

          priority for admission to the projects be given to 

          single persons who are eligible because they qualify as 

          "elderly," "disabled," "handicapped," or "displaced," 

          over other single persons except in those cases where 

          the Field Office Director has determined that a project 

          or a portion of a project is not suitable for occupancy 

          by elderly, handicapped, or disabled persons because of 

          design or location. 

  

4. APPLICABILITY.  The provisions of this Handbook are 

   applicable to all housing assisted under the United States 

   Housing Act of 1937. 

  

5. FIELD OFFICE RESPONSIBILITIES. 

  

   a.   The Field Office Director shall be responsible for 

        approving applications from PHAs and housing owners for 

        authority to house Single Persons in accordance with the 

        provisions of this Handbook and the Regulation. 

  

   b.   The Attorney-Advisor shall assist in determining the 

        jurisdiction of PHAs for the purpose of assuring that 

        the limitation on the number of units authorized to be 

        occupied .by Single Persons does not exceed 10 percent 

        of the units within the jurisdiction of the PHA.  Where 

        projects are located in an area which does not appear to 

        be within the jurisdiction of a PHA, the Attorney-Advisor 

        shall request guidance from the Office of 

        General Counsel, Headquarters. 

  

   c.   The Director, Housing Management Division shall: 

  

        (1)  Identify the projects under management and in the 

             production pipeline that would be most likely to 

             benefit from the admission of Single Persons. 

  

        (2)  Issue invitations to PHAs and housing owners to 

             apply for authority to admit Single Persons. 

  

        (3)  Review applications from PHAs and housing owners 

             for authority to admit Single Persons. 

  

        (4)  Monitor the performance of PHAs and housing owners 

             who have the authority to admit Single Persons. 
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6.   DETERMINATION OF POTENTIAL APPLICABILITY.  The field office 

     shall review the low and lower-income projects (except 

     projects receiving assistance under 24 CFR Part 882) under 

     its jurisdiction, including those in the production pipeline 

     to ascertain which, if any, meet any of the criteria set 

     forth in Sec. 8l2.3 and estimate the potential number of 

     units involved.  For each project meeting any of the 

     criteria set forth. in Sec. 8l2.3, the field office shall 

     determine the jurisdiction of the PHA in which the project 

     is located. 

  

7.   ISSUANCE OF INVITATIONS.  With respect to each project for 

     which the field office determines a potential need for 

     authority to house Single Persons, the field office shall 

     issue an invitation to the PHA or the owner as appropriate 

     to submit an application in accordance with the requirements 

     of Sec. 8l2.3. The invitation shall be in the form of a 

     letter signed by the Deputy Director, H.  If it appears that 

     the demand for authority to admit Single Persons will exceed 

     15 percent of the units within the area under the 

     jurisdiction of any PHA (excluding units assisted under 24 

     CFR Part 882), the field office shall issue invitations to 

     the PHA, all owners and other PHAs who own, operate or 

     intend to acquire low-income or lower-income assisted 

     housing projects in that jurisdiction.  In that event the 

     invitation shall contain a time limit for the submission of 

     applications. 

  

8.   REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS. The field office shall review each 

     application (including any from PHAs or housing owners who 

     did not receive invitations) for authority to admit Single 

     Persons in accordance with the criteria set forth in Sec. 

     812.3. The field office shall notify the applicant of the 

     results of the review in accordance with Sec. 8l2.3. 

  

9.   SECTION 8 EXISTING PROJECTS.  PHAs are authorized subject 

     to limitations set forth in Section 812.3(b)(2) to issue 

     Certificates of Family Participation to Single Persons who 

     are otherwise eligible who would be required to pay more 

     than 25 percent of income towards rent or to move out of a 

     dwelling undergoing rehabilitation. 

  

*10. RESERVED 
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