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CHAPTER 4. USE OF MATERI ALS BULLETI NS

GENERAL: A Use of Materials Bulletin (UM is issued by HUD
Headquarters to establish a generic |evel of acceptability f
or an individual product or system or a group of simlar
products or systens. (e.g. Pressure Treated Lunber and

Pl ywood, Pl astic Bat hroom Fi xtures).

Wiere justified, a third party certification procedure,

t hrough whi ch acceptabl e adnm nistrators are nmade responsi bl e

for validating a manuf- acturer's certification of conpliance
with required standards, is established in a UM See 24 CFR

200. 935

FI ELD OFFI CE OR HOVEONNERSHI P CENTER RESPONSI Bl LI Tl ES:
A Accept Products that receive a UM

B. Report on Poor Perfornmance or failures of materials
covered by a UM Bul |l etin.

I NI TI ATION OF A USE OF MATERI ALS BULLETIN: One or nore of the
follow ng factors must exist for HUD to i ssue a UM

A The Exi stence of Three or More Materials Rel eases for
generally simlar products.

B. Absence of An Acceptable National Standard: or the need
for promulgating a certification program

C. A Request for a UMreceived froma qualified sponsor
such as a trade association, technical society, or
ot her organization of national scope having a justified
need for such a bulletin.

UM DEVELOPMENT PROCESS BY HUD:

A Contact National Standards Cenerating O ganizations (See
1-5-B) to determ ne whether they are developing a simlar
standard and will be able to conplete such a standard
within a tine span acceptable to HUD.

B. Solicit Producers, consumer organizations, trade
associ ations, and others such as Governnental Agencies
and HUD Field O fices of Honeownership Centers known to
have an interest in the devel opnent process.
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C. Prepare an Initial Draft and place it into Departnental
Cl ear ance

D. Prepare a Revised Draft and publish it in the Federal
Regi ster, or publish a Notice in the Federal Register



i ndicating that the proposed draft is avail able at
specified |l ocations for inspection and comment.

Prepare a Final UM and publish it in the Federa

Regi ster, indicating the date it becomes effective, or
publish a Federal Register Notice announcing its
effective date and the | ocations where it may be

i nspect ed.

Print and Transmit copies of the UMto all HUD Field
O fices or Homeownership Centers, and the sponsor(s).
Forward a copy to Managenent Services Division, HUD

Headquart ers.

4-5. PRI ME SPONSCR SUBM SSI ONS

A

Initial Information:

1. St at ement and supporting data identifying the need

for a UM
2. Standards for certification criteria, as follows:
a. If the UMis to be a Standard, submt the

proposed standard with appropriate supporting
technical data, such as tests and
specifications; or

b. If the UMis to promulgate a third-party
certification program subnmit a request for
HUD gui delines for developing it; or

C. Both a. and b., apply.

3. Evi dence of conpliance with the User Fee Schedul e,
See 1-4.

Addi tional Information - HUD nay request additiona
information including test data if necessary. Sponsor
shoul d be prepared to subnit information on the
foll owi ng, as appropriate:
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- Quality contro

- Certification and | abeling
- Recor dkeepi ng requirenents
- Warranty policy

- Engi neering specifications

- Description of chem cal and physical properties



- Field and/or | aboratory test data

- Locations of installations of existing products so
that HUD may, as appropriate, view the product's
performance under a variety of conditions

- Recomended uses and limtations

- Estimated service life of the product

- Installation data and/or recomrendations, and
- Any ot her special concerns or pertinent data.

C. Address for Subm ssion: Send request for Uvs, and all
other related correspondence, to Headquarters (see 1-3.0

4-6. REVI SI ONS, ADDENDA, AND SUPPLEMENTS: A UM Bull etin shall be
revi sed, added to or suppl enented, as necessary, to assure
that the docunent is current with the latest HUD criteria and
the | atest recogni zed certification agency listing, where
appl i cabl e.

Substantial changes will be devel oped in the manner outlined
i n paragraph 4-4.

For guidelines on information supporting requests for
changes,, see Paragraph 4-5
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4-7. NMANUFACTURER COMPLI ANCE RESPONSI BI LI TIES: To participate in
HUD housi ng construction prograns, manufacturers of products
whi ch receive a UMBulletin shall conply with the follow ng:

A Producti on Conpliance: Producers shall nanufacture,
certify and | abel their materials, products or systems as
meeting the requirenments of a specific Use of Materials
Bul | eti n.

B. Certification: Producers who are self-certifying shal
retain the details of their certification, |abeling and
qualify control programin their files for five years.
Such records shall be made avail able for exanination by
HUD upon request.

C. Suspensi on for Nonconpliance: Wen nonconpliance is
determined by HUD, the labeling of a product as conplying
with the UM shall be suspended until nonconpliance is

correct ed.

D. Corrective Action: Shall be tinely for all justified
compl ai nts of poor perfornmance or failure reported by
HUD.
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