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CHAPTER 3. MATERI ALS RELEASES
3-1. GENERAL:

A Materials Rel eases (MR) are issued by HUD Headquarters to
informField Ofices or Homeownership Centers of
nonstandard proprietary materials or products and systens
determined to be technically suitable for use in HUD
progr ans.

B. Procedures for anal ysis and acceptance under the MR
program are provided in this chapter

3-2. SUBM SSI ONS:

The Prime Sponsor (see 1-7.1) of a nonstandard materi al
product or system may apply for issuance of a Materials

Rel ease by submitting conplete information to Headquarters,
see 1-3.C for address.

3-3. PROCESSI NG PROCEDURES

A Proposal s subnmitted for determination of technica
suitability are acknow edged, then reviewed to deternmine
eligibility for consideration

B. Submi ssions are assigned to staff professionals for
review in the order received

C. Progress depends upon the conpl eteness of the subm ssion
the conplexity of the product, and the timng of the
prime sponsor's response to requests for clarification of
details or additional information.

D. Eigibility

1. HUD wi Il determ ne whether the material, product or
systemis covered by HUD MPS or a HUD Use of
Materials Bulletin (UM. |If so, the prinme sponsor
will be notified that this product does not require
an acceptance docunent.

2. Eligible products will be eval uated through
a. Techni cal review of information subnitted
b. Contacting the sponsor if there is any need

for clarification or additional information
relative to the submni ssion
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c. Test results conducted and certified by a
recogni zed U.S. testing |aboratory, or other



qual i fied professional firmor organization

d. Instituting such field performance or factory
i nspections as necessary

3. Sponsors of acceptabl e products.
HUD will forward a draft Materials Release to the
sponsor, \Wen HUD recei ves concurrence fromthe
sponsor, a formal Materials Release will be sent
to all HUD Field Ofices or Honmeownership Centers.

4. Sponsors of unacceptable products will be notified
and given the reason for rejection.

E. Mat eri al s Rel eases are Nunbered sequentially by

Headquart ers.

3-4. SUBM SSI ONS BY SPONSORS

The following is a guideline of data to be included in
applications for a Materials Rel ease. HUD may require

addi ti ona

i nformation.

A Conpany Operational |nfornation:

1

2.

Conpany or corporate name

Addr ess of:
a. the main of fice.
b. all plant facilities producing the product.

A statenment that the conpany neets the definition
of a prime sponsor, has produced the nateri al
product or systemoffered for evaluation, and has a
quality control program

A statenent that the conpany will self-certify and
| abel its material, product or system as conforning
to the standards or requirenents proposed by the
sponsor for HUD accept ance.
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A statenment that the conpany will retain inits
files the details of the certification, |abeling
and quality control programit plans to use with
the material or product being offered for

eval uation. Such records shall be available to HUD
upon request.

A statenment agreeing that where the material
product or systemis to be subject to a HUD third
party certification program the conpany will enter



such a program using the Materials Rel ease as the
standard. Further information on this matter is
avai l abl e from HUD Headquarters

If franchi se operations are involved, evidence, in
witing, to assure that the prinme sponsor retains
full responsibility for the material, product or
system

B. Engi neering Dat a:

1

4950.1 REV. 3

Conpl ete description of the material, product or
system including specifications, scale draw ngs,
phot ogr aphs, and a sampl e where practi cal

Ful | description, including physical and chemica
properties, and specifications for all materials
used in the product (e.g., specification for

pl astic used).

Engi neering properties of the finished product, and
desi gn assunptions and cal cul ati ons used for
devel opi ng the product, where applicable.

Copi es of laboratory and field test reports, with a
description of the test nethods used.

Copi es of acceptances received from other public
and private agencies, with the technical data
submitted to gain this acceptance.

Use-limts, if any, with respect to geographi cal
envi ronment al , physical and durability

consi derations. The degree and type of nai ntenance
required shall be clearly stated
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7. Describe how the material, product or systemvaries
fromexisting pertinent codes, standards, and HUD
MPS.

8. Estimated service life of the material, product or
system under nornmal use conditions.

C Installation Information:

1. A statenment of the specific uses proposed for the
mat eri al, product or system

2. Location, including owner and date of installation

for a minimmof ten existing installations of the
mat eri al, product or systemin as many different
geogr aphi cal and environmental localities as
possi bl e.



3. Conplete field installation instructions.

4. VWhere applicable, procedures for nonitoring
installation and for field quality control

3-5. DESI GN AND DOCUMENTATI ON

3-6.

A A proposed new product to be used in place of a
conventional one (e.g., a composite 2x4 in place of a
standard wood 2x4) may require a series of reports of
tests conparing the performance of the two products.
Upon request, these reports shall be provided by the
prime sponsor.

B. For conposite materials, products or systens:

1. el ements in conpliance with the MPS requirenents
shall be identified, docunented and verifi ed.

2. el ements not covered by the MPS shall al so be
identified, docunented and verified.

3. the total conposite shall also be detailed and
verified as a conplete working unit.

C. I nconpatibility with adjacent materials (e.g., galvanic
corrosion) shall be identified and given appropriate
attention.
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BASI C | NFORVATI ON AND DATA COLLECTI ON: The sponsor is urged to
use, whenever possible, design procedures and test nethods
recommended by organi zati ons generally recogni zed as
authoritative, see 1-5.B

A Desi gn and engi neeri ng assunptions and conputations in
support of a proposal shall be prepared and certified by
a qualified professional

B. Tests for the initial submission shall be conducted and
certified by a technical representative of a qualified
testing | aboratory other than the sponsor's | aboratory.
Test reports shall contain:

1. A detail ed description of the speci nen tested.
2. Obj ectives of the tests.
3. A description of testing procedures used (identify

reference standard tests when used).
4. Conpl ete test data and results.

5. Interpretation of test results.



6. A certification statenent.

3-7. REVISI ONS AND RENEWALS

A

Revi si ons:

1. Are issued to reflect significant changes in a
mat eri al, product or system

2. Shall be initiated by a sponsor who presents a
conpl ete subni ssion according to 3-4.

3. Shall be processed in confornmance with the User Fee
Regul ation, 1-4.

Renewal s:

Must be obtained every three years after initial issuance
of a Materials Rel ease, according to the User Fee
Regul ati on, see 1-4.
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3-8.

3-9.

POST- ACCEPTANCE RESPONSI BI LI TIES: |1ssuance of a Materials
Rel ease commits the sponsor to fulfill, as a mninmm the
followi ng responsibilities:

A Produce, Label and Certify the material, product or
systemin strict accordance with the accepted program and
the terns of the Materials Release. HUD reserves the
right to exam ne certification programrecords.

B. Provi de Necessary Corrective Action in a tinmely manner
for all cases of justified conplaint, poor performance or
failure reported to the prine sponsor by HUD.

C. Provide a List of Properties when requested, to the
Manuf act ured Housi ng and Standards Division, HUD
Headquarters, in which the material, product or system
has been used, including conplete addresses or
descriptions of locations and dates of installation

D. I nform HUD i n advance of changes in production
facilities, methods, design of the product, conpany nange,
ownership or nmiling address.

CANCELLATI ON:

A Materi al s Rel eases are subject to cancellation at any
time.

B. Causes for Cancell ation include:

1. Failure to conply with post-acceptance
responsibilities in paragraph 3-8.



3-10.

2. Poor field performance of a material, product or
system \Wen there is docunented evidence of poor
performance, HUD will investigate the extent of the
poor performance and determ ne the need for
cancel I ati on.

3. Failure to renew an MR according to 1-4-C.

4. Failure to cooperate in the eval uation of
per f or mance.

5. Term nation of production.
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6. Devel opnent of a Use of Materials Bulletin, or

adoption of a standard in the M ni mum Property
Standards that fully covers the material, product
or system Such action renders a Materials

Rel ease no | onger necessary.

Cancel | ations are issued by the Ofice of Consumer and
Regul atory Affairs, HUD Headquarters. Field Ofices or
Honmeownership Centers are required to report, in detail,
to the Ofice of Consunmer and Regul atory Affairs all
failures of accepted material, products or systens.

Bef ore issuing a cancellation,, the Ofice of Consumer
and Regul atory Affairs will contact the prinme sponsor to
expl ore actions the prinme sponsor nay take to elininate
the reason for cancell ation.

A cancel lation notice will be issued to informall HUD
O fices of the cancellation of the Material s Rel ease.

- A broad statenment of the reason for cancell ation
will be given in this notice.

- Additional details will be available at HUD
Headquart ers.

- A copy of the notice will be nmailed to the prime
sponsor.

RESUBM SSI ONS:

The prime sponsor of a material, product or system for
which a Materials Rel ease has been cancel ed, nmay resubnit
for reconsideration.

Evi dence of correction of the conditions that led to the
cancel lation, in addition to the information, User Fee
and docunentation required for an original subm ssion
nmust be submitted by the prinme sponsor. This may

i ncl ude:



firmcontractual arrangenents for third-party
testing and certification procedures.

technol ogi cal inprovenents acceptable to HUD with
supporting test data.

3-7



