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CHAPTER 1. GENERAL

1-1. SCOPE: This Handbook describes the policies and procedures of
the Technical Suitability of Products Program This program
provides for HUD s review, evaluation, and acceptance of
bui |l di ng systems, conponents, products, and materials for
structures approved for HUD nortgage insurance.

1- 2. BACKGROUND:

A Section 521 of the National Housing Act (12 U. S.C. 1735e)
directs the Secretary to adopt a uniform procedure for
the acceptance of materials and products to be used in
structures approved for HUD-i nsured nortgages.

B. Applicants with Acceptable Materials, conmponents,
products or building systenms receive appropriate
technical suitability docunments pernitting use in HUD
associ ated buil ding construction.

1- 3. ACCEPTANCE DOCUMENTS:
A Accept ance docunents are:

1. Materials Release (MR) - by which HUD accepts a
speci fic manufacturer's building system material,
or product. (Exanple, Appendix 1A)

2. Engi neering Bulletin - by which HUD accepts a
manuf acturer's housi ng system or subsystem
sanitary drai nage system and wet core. The two
types of engineering bulletins are:

a. Structural Engineering Bulletin (SEB)

b. Mechani cal Engi neering Bulletin (MEB)
(Exanpl es, Appendi ces 1B and 1C)

3. Use of Materials Bulletin (UM - by which HUD
publ i shes a generic standard for a product or group
of simlar products. (Exanple, Appendix 1D)

4. State Letter of Acceptance (SLA) - by which a HUD
State Office accepts factory-produced housing in a
speci fic geographical jurisdiction. (Exanple,
Appendi x 1E)
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B. | ndi vi dual Docunents

1. Are issued after conplete analysis by HUD
techni cal personnel.



2. Are nunbered consecutively.

3. Have a review date 3 years after the issue date
(Use of Materials Bulletins are an exception).

4. Shall be submtted for renewal 90 days before the
revi ew date.

C. Mai | i ng Addr esses

1. Technical information for acceptance docunents
other than SLAs shall be sent to:

Manuf act ured Housi ng and Standards Division
O fice of Consuner and Regul atory Affairs
Depart nent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent
451 7th Street, SW

Washi ngt on, DC 20410- 8000

2. Techni cal information for SLAs shall be furnished
to the State Ofice having jurisdiction; to the
attention of the Director, Ofice of Housing; or
Housi ng Di vi si on.

1-4. USER FEES: Request for an acceptance document requires
paynent of a fee by the sponsor or manufacturer. (24 CFR
200. 934)

A User Fee Schedule (in dollars).

| TEM NEW REVI SI ON RENEWAL
MR 4000 2000 800
SEB 4000 2000 800
MEB 4000 2000 800
SLA 1000 800 400
UM 3000
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B. Checks and Money Orders shall be nade out to the
Depart ment of Housing and Urban Devel opnent for all
acceptance documents. All paynents shall be sent to
the follow ng address, except SLAs (See bel ow):

Technical Suitability of Products Fees
Depart nent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent
P. O Box 954199

St. Louis, MO 63195-4199

For SLAs, send paynent to the attention of the
Collection Oficer (for deposit to Account NO 86-09-0300),



c/o Director, Ofice of Housing, or Housing of
the appropriate HUD Field O fice or Homeownership
Center.
When to Submit Fees
1. Fees for renewal s and acceptance as program
adm nistrator for a UM under 24 CFR 200. 935 shal
be paid in full at the tine of initial application

2. Fees for initial acceptance docunents or revisions
of SEBS, MRs, MEBS, SLAB shall be paid:

a. in full, at the time of application, or
b. one-half with the application, and one-half
when the draft issuance is returned to HUD
with the applicant's concurrence signature.
3. Renewal s are required every 3 years.
Ret urned Fees
When a product is ineligible or necessary information
is not available, the fee may be returned, or a portion

of it may be returned and a portion retained by HUD.

Changes to the User Fee System were published in the
Federal Register on May 1, 1997 (62 FR 23783).

1-3

4950.1 REV. 3

1-5. GENERAL STANDARDS:

A

Basi ¢ Standards are the HUD M ni mum Property Standards
(MPS) for Housing, HUD 4910. 1.

Suppl erent al St andards i ncl ude desi gn procedures and
test nethods reconmended by authoritative, nationally
recogni zed organi zati ons such as:

American Concrete Institute (AC)

American Institute of Steel Construction (Al SC
Anerican National Standards Institute (ANSI)
Ameri can Society of G vil Engineers (ASCE)
Ameri can Society of Heating, Refrigerating &
Air Conditioning Engi neers (ASHRAE)

Anerican Society of Mechani cal Engi neers (ASME)

1-6. EXCEPTIONS TO THE PROGRAM (See also 1-7.E. 2):

A

Certain Products are not eligible for review and
acceptance under the Technical Suitability of Products
Program They include products:

1. For which the quality control requirenents,



distribution, and variation in application nake it
impractical for HUD review

2. That are basic materials that are not conplete
products, but are used in the production of other
bui | di ng products;

3. That are nmmj or appliances, fixtures, or
nonstructural builder's hardware;

4. That do not contribute to the durability of a

bui | di ng;
5. That generally are not included in a nortgage; or
6. That are accepted under the MPS or an existing

suitability docunent.
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Exanpl es of Exceptions Are:

1. Decorative interior or exterior finishes and
coati ngs
2. Security devices and ot her al arm systens

3. Swi mm ng pool s

4. St orage sheds, trash bins, portable carports, and
simlar itens

5. Laundry |ines, awnings, flower boxes, and simlar
itens
6. El ectrical fixtures and devi ces, outdoor

bar becues, and | anpposts
7. Decorative railing and di sappearing stairs

8. Itens of equipnent or materials not generally
i ncl uded under a nortgage docunent (e.g., utility
meters and mains for sewer, water, electricity, and

gas)

9. Mechani cal and el ectrical systens and conponent
equi prent (furnaces, air conditioners, water
heaters, etc.)

1-7. DEFI NI TIONS AND DESCRI PTI ONS

A

Conponent: A preassenbl ed part of a building, often
containing structural el enents.

Engi neering Bulletins: Are issued by HUD to provide an
engi neering description of a building system or



subsystem They specify quality controls, factory
inspection, and nmaterial properties that neet an
acceptabl e | evel of performance.

Material : Any product or substance used in the building
constructi on process.
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D.

Mat eri al s Rel eases (MR

1. These documents, issued by HUD Headquarters,
provi de for HUD acceptance of specific non-standard
buil ding materials, or products not covered by the
current MPS

2. These documents are addenda to the MPS, and are
i ssued only when the material or product is deened
suitable for use in HUD housi ng prograns.

M ni mum Property Standards (MPS)

1. These standards establish mni num accept ance
criteria for conmponents, materials, products, and
met hods of construction considered for residential
bui | di ngs covered by HUD housi ng prograns.

2. Products and nethods are considered technically
sui tabl e by HUD wi t hout an acceptance docurnent if
they conply with Federal, industry and other
standards and codes referenced in the MPS, or if
they conply with HUD devel oped construction
requirenents.

Engi neering Bulletins are technical acceptance docunents
i ssued by HUD for non-standard factory-fabricated
modul es, conponents or subsystens.

1. Structural Engineering Bulletins (SEB)

I ndicate structural acceptability of systens or
subsystens such as nodul ar housing, |og homes and
panel i zed construction for conplete housing units,
or floor, wall and roof systems. Acceptance of
units to be transported into nore than one State
requires an SEB.

2. Mechani cal Engi neering Bulletins (MEB)

I ndicate structural and/or functional acceptability
of wet-core units that consist of a structura

envel ope and mechani cal core. |nnovative drainage
systens are al so covered by MEB's.
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State Letters of Acceptance (SLA):

1. SLAs provide for acceptance of Category | (See
24.C.) factory produced housi ng which use
mat eri al s and systens covered by the MPS and nodel
bui I di ng codes (CABO, SBC, BOCA, and UBC).

2. Are granted by a HUD State O fice after review by
HUD staff and/or HUD s contractor. Sponsors
appl ying for SLAs should apply to the State Ofice
of the State in which their manufacturing facility
is |ocated.

3. Are sent to other Field Ofices or Honeownership
Centers in the State, to provide for acceptance of
a manufacturer's unit within that State. SLAs are
accepted within the issuing State only.

Modul e: Factory-built living unit, or a three-dinensiona
prefabricated portion of it.

Pri me sponsor (or Sponsor):

1. Manuf actures materials, products, or housing
syst ens
2. Omns or controls the factory
3. Legally controls the transportation, distribution

erection, and/or installation of the product, and

4. Is the entity to whom an acceptance document is
gr ant ed.

Product: Any naterial or manufactured itemused in
constructi on.

Product Classification: Items may not clearly fall into
one of the classifications in paragraph 1-3. A If the
itemis material- or product-oriented, it nmay be
considered for a Materials Rel ease. Housing conmponent or
systemoriented itens may be considered for Engineering
Bul | eti ns.

Ref erenced Standard: Any separate published standard
included in another standard only by reference.
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M

System An assenbly of building materials fabricated to
forma part or all of a building.

Subsystem An assenbly of building materials fabricated
to formpart of a system



Use of Materials Bulletin (UM: GCeneric acceptance
docunent issued by HUD Headquarters to apply to a
product or a group of similar products, usually made by
several manufacturers

1. UMt serve as an interimHUD standard for a type of
product (plastic bathroomfixtures, carpet, etc.)

2. UMs are al so devel oped to pronul gate third-party
qual ity assurance progranms when needed (e.g.
wi ndows, etc.)

1-8. PRCHI BI TED USES OF ACCEPTANCE DOCUMENTS: They nust not be:

A

B

Transferred to any person or successor entity.

Used in Advertising, sales pronotion, or in any other
way that states or inplies endorsenent or approval by
HUD/ FHA, or by any conponent of HUD.

Used to inply that the product is superior in
conparison with other products.

See the first pages of Appendices 1A - 1E for
cautionary statenents for acceptance docunments
regardi ng prohibited uses.

1-9. ASSURI NG PRODUCT QUALI TY AND DURABI LI TY:

A

CGener a

1. HUD s policy is to establish reasonabl e
requirenents for quality and durability of the
products it accepts under its Technical Suitability
of Products Program
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2. HUD may require the sponsor to furnish the results
of specific testing prograns/activities to
indicate that requirenments in the acceptance
docunent are fulfilled.

Product Quality Assurance

Acceptance bulletins shall state requirenents for one
or nmore of the follow ng quality assurance procedures:

1. Quality control, which is a responsibility the
manuf acturer is expected to exercise in all
producti on.

2. Self-Certification of product confornmance to
standards cited in the acceptance docunent.

3. Third-Party Quality Assurance, a procedure for



specific production itens in which a qualified
i ndependent agency val i dates adherence to
standards cited in the acceptance docunent.

Warranties for:

a. Product performance for an intended purpose
b. Product durability for a specified time
c. Performance and durability of a manufacturer's

system including its parts, for a specific
pur pose and time

d. Repair and/or replacenent of a nmaterial or
product not neeting warranty

Warranty of a Builder's Installation assunmed by the
manuf acturer may include one or nore of the
fol |l owi ng:

a. Installer/Applicator training
b. Installer/Applicator supervision
c. Installation inspection
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