
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS

United States Department of Housing and

Urban Development,

Petitioner,
v.

Louis J. Abate, Jr.,

Respondent.

15-JM-0047-PF-007

August 11,2015

DEFAULT JUDGMENT AND ORDER

This case arises from the Complaint filed by the United States Department of
Housing and Urban Development ("HUD"or "Department") against Louis J. Abate, Jr.
("Respondent"), whereby HUD sought 25 penaltiesand an assessment under the Program
Fraud Civil Remedies Act of 1986 ("PFCRA"), 31 U.S.C. §§ 3801-3812, as implemented
by24C.F.R. Part 28.

The Complaint alleges the Respondent, in violation of requirements of the Housing
Choice Voucher Program ("Voucher Program"), submitted 25 false claims totaling
$122,250.

Legal Framework

Under the PFCRA, liability may be imposed on a person who makes, presents,
submits, or causes to be made, presented or submitted, a claim to the Department that the
person knowsor has reason to know is for payment for the provisionof propertyor
services which the person has not provided as claimed. See 31 U.S.C. § 3802(a)(1)(D). A
claim includes any request, demand, or submission made to a recipient of property,
services,or money from an authority or to a party to a contract with an authority for
propertyor services if the United States provided any portion of the funds for the purchase
of such property or services. See 31 U.S.C. § 3801(a)(3)(B)(i)(II),

Under the PFCRA, the maximum civil penalty for false, fictitious, or fraudulent
claims made on or after March 8, 2007, is $7,500 per claim. 24 C.F.R. §28.10(a). In
addition to a civil penalty, an assessment of twice the amount of the claim(s) may be










