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DECISION AND ORDER

On July 10,2013, Steven Bishop ("Petitioner") requested a hearing concerning a
proposed repayment schedule incident to a wage garnishment order relating to a debt allegedly
owed to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development ("HUD" or "the
Government"). The Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996, as amended (31 U.S.C. §
3720D), authorizes federal agencies to use administrative wage garnishment as a mechanism for
the collection of debts owed to the federal government.

The Secretary of HUD has designated the administrative judges of this Office to
adjudicate contested cases where the Secretary seeks to collect debts by means of administrative
wage garnishment. This case is conducted in accordance with the procedures set forth at 31
C.F.R. § 285.11, as authorized by 24 C.F.R. § 17.170. Pursuant to 31 C.F.R. § 285.1 l(f)(10)(ii),
HUD must suspend any active wage withholding order beginning on the 61st day after receipt of
the hearing requested and continuing until a written decision has been issued.

Background

On or about April 26, 2006, Petitioner executed and delivered a Partial Claims
PromissoryNote ("Note") to the Secretaryof the UnitedStates Departmentof Housing and
Urban Development ("Secretary" or "HUD") in the amount of $9,281.58 The Note evidenced a
Subordinate Mortgage held by the Secretary. (Secretary's Statement ("Sec'y Stat."), filed
August 7, 2013, <fl 2; Declaration ofGary Sautter1 ("Sautter Decl."), dated July 19,2013, <fl 4; Ex.
2, Note.)

The Note specifies that the amount to be repaid becomes due and payablewhen the first
of four events occurs. One such event is when the Petitioner has paid in full all amounts due
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