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DECISION AND ORDER

Petitioner requested a hearing concerning a proposed administrative wage garnishment
relating to a debt allegedly owed tothe U.S. Department ofHousing and Urban Development
("HUD"). The Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996, as amended (31 U.S.C. § 3720D),
authorizes Federal agencies to use administrative wage garnishment as a mechanism for the
collection ofdebts owed to the United States Government. The Office ofAppeals has
jurisdiction todetermine whether Petitioner's debt ispast due and legally enforceable pursuant to
24 C.F.R§ 17.170(b).

Theadministrative judgesof thisOffice have beendesignated to determine whether the
Secretary may collect thealleged debt bymeans ofadministrative wage garnishment when the
debt is contested bya debtor. 24C.F.R. § 17.170(b). This hearing is conducted in accordance
with the procedures set forth at 31 C.F.R. §285.11, asauthorized by24C.F.R. § 17.170. The
Secretary has the initial burden ofproof to show the existence and amount of the debt. 31 C.F.R.




















