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Office of Appeals
U.S. Department ofHousing and Urban Development

Washington, D.C. 20410-0001

In the Matter of:

John R. Smith,

Petitioner

John R. Smith

6507 Pacific Avenue #164

Stockton, CA 95207

Sol T. Kim, Esq.
U.S. Department ofHousing and

Urban Development
Office ofRegional Counsel

for Midwest Field Offices

77 West Jackson Boulevard, Floor 26
Chicago, IL 60604

HUDBCANo. 06-K-CH-AWG35

Claim No. 77-088503-3

Prose

For the Secretary

DECISION AND ORDER

Petitioner requested a hearing concerning a proposed administrative wage
garnishment relating to a debt allegedly owed to the U.S. Department ofHousing and
Urban Development (hereinafter "HUD"). The Debt Collection Improvement Act of
1996, as amended (31 U.S.C. § 3720D), authorizes federal agencies to use administrative
wage garnishment as a mechanism for the collection of debts owed to the United States
Government.

The administrative judges of this Office1 are authorized to determine whether the
Secretarymay collect the alleged debt by meansofadministrative wage garnishment if
contestedby a debtor. This hearing is conductedin accordancewith the procedures set

1The administrative judges ofthe former HUD Board ofContract Appeals were originally designated to
serve this function, pursuantto 24 C.F.R.§ 17.170(b). However, pursuantto Section847 of Title VIII of
theNational Defense Authorization Act forFiscal Year2006 (P.L. 109-163), the HUD Boardof Contract
Appeals was terminated, along with other federal civilian boards ofcontract appeals. The jurisdiction
authorizing the determination of non-contract HUD cases was then transferred from the HUD Board of
Contract Appeals to the HUD Office ofAppeals, pursuant tothe order ofthe HUD Secretary, aspublished
onDecember 21,2006, in theFederal Register atFRvolume 71, number 245, page 76679.














