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HUD Publishes Final Rule on Floodplain Management

Today, the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) Office of Environment
and Energy (OEE) published the final rule, Floodplain Management and Protection of
Wetlands; Minimum Property Standards for Flood Hazard Exposure; Building to the Federal
Flood Risk Management Standard, [Docket No. FR-6272-F-02] in the Federal Register.

This final rule revises HUD’s regulations governing floodplain management and the protection
of wetlands to implement the Federal Flood Risk Management Standard (FFRMS) in
accordance with the Executive Order 13690 titled “Establishing a Federal Flood Risk
Management Standard and a Process for Further Soliciting and Considering Stakeholder
Input”.

For FHA Single Family mortgage insurance programs, the final rule revises HUD’s Minimum
Property Standards (MPS) to require that, for one- to four-unit mortgaged properties that are
new construction and located in a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), the lowest floor of the
new construction be at least two feet above base flood elevation (BFE). This requirement adds
two feet of additional elevation to FHA'’s existing MPS requirement as a resilience standard,
though many jurisdictions already require homes in SFHASs to be elevated one or more feet
above BFE. The requirement does not apply to the rehabilitation of existing structures with
203(k) insured financing, or the purchase of manufactured homes insured under FHA Single
Family programs.

The final rule’s higher flood elevation standard in the MPS will apply to new construction where
building permit applications are submitted on or after January 1, 2025.

FHA will publish a Mortgagee Letter (ML) that provides implementation guidance for the
provisions in the final rule that impact its Single Family mortgage insurance programs.

Refer to the final rule for specific compliance dates.

HUD’s OEE will host webinars to provide additional information on the FFRMS and its
implementation. Additional details will be provided in a future FHA INFO.
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For more information, read today's press release.

Need Support? Contact the FHA Resource Center.
e Visit our knowledge base to obtain answers to frequently asked questions 24/7 at
www.hud.gov/answers.
e E-mail answers@hud.gov. Emails and phone messages will be responded to
during normal hours of operation, 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM (Eastern), Monday through
Friday on all non-Federal holidays.
e Call 1-800-CALLFHA (1-800-225-5342). Persons with hearing or speech

impairments may reach this number by calling the Federal Relay Service at 1-800-
877-8339.

About FHA INFO

FHA INFO is a publication of the Federal Housing Administration's (FHA), Office of Single
Family Housing, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 451 7th Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20410. We safeguard our lists and do not rent, sell, or permit the use of
our lists by others, at any time, for any reason.

Visit the FHA INFO Archives to access FHA INFO messages. For additional information
and resources, visit the FHA Single Family Housing main page on HUD.gov
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