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U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

HOME EQUITY CONVERSION MORTGAGE (HECM) 

BORROWER AND NON-BORROWING SPOUSE CERTIFICATIONS 

Use the following language as suggested models for Borrower and/or NBS Certifications:

(1) Unmarried Borrower 

At closing, the Mortgagee must obtain the following certification from each Borrower identified 
as unmarried: 

I hereby certify that I am not married and I understand that my HECM loan does not contain 
a deferral of due and payable status to prevent the displacement of any spouse to whom I 
may become legally married in the future. 

(2) Married Borrower with Non-Borrowing Spouse 

At closing, the Mortgagee must obtain the appropriate certification from any married Borrower 
with a Non-Borrowing Spouse as well as from the Non-Borrowing Spouse. 

(a) Borrower Certification: Eligible Non-Borrowing Spouse 

The following certification is required from each Borrower identified as married to a 
currently Eligible Non-Borrowing Spouse: 

I hereby certify that I am currently legally married and the information I have provided 
with respect to my spouse, __________________, is true and correct. I understand that 
my HECM loan contains a provision to defer due and payable status of my HECM that 
may prevent the displacement of ___________________, my current spouse, if and only 
if certain conditions are and continue to be met. I understand that this deferral will not be 
available to any other person I may marry in the future. I further understand that this 
safeguard will only remain available to __________________, my current spouse, if: 

1. ____________________ remains my spouse for the remainder of my life; 
2. I have truthfully disclosed the name and age of my current spouse to the 

Mortgagee; 
3. ____________________ continues to occupy the property securing my HECM as 

their Principal Residence; 
4. All other obligations of the HECM Borrower continue to be satisfied after the 

death of the last surviving Borrower; and 
5. All other terms and conditions of the HECM continue to be satisfied after my 

death. 
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WARNING: Federal law provides that anyone who knowingly or willfully makes or uses a 
document containing any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or entry may be criminally 
prosecuted and may incur civil or administrative liability. 

(b) Eligible Non-Borrowing Spouse Certification 

The following certification is required from each currently Eligible Non-Borrowing Spouse 
of a HECM Borrower: 

I hereby certify that I am currently, legally married to _______________, a HECM 
Borrower, and the information provided about me is true and correct. I understand that 
my spouse’s HECM contains a deferral of due and payable status to prevent my 
displacement from the property following the death of the last surviving Borrower under 
my spouse’s HECM, but only if: 

1. I remain(ed) the legal spouse of the HECM Borrower, identified above, for the 
remainder of [their] life; 

2. The HECM Borrower, identified above, and I truthfully disclosed my name and 
age to the Mortgagee; 

3. I continue to occupy the property securing my spouse’s HECM as my Principal 
Residence; 

4. All other obligations of the HECM Borrower continue to be satisfied after the 
death of the last surviving Borrower; and 

5. All other terms and conditions of the HECM continue to be satisfied after the 
death of the last surviving Borrower. 

WARNING: Federal law provides that anyone who knowingly or willfully makes or uses a 
document containing any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or entry may be criminally 
prosecuted and may incur civil or administrative liability. 

(c) Borrower Certification: Ineligible Non-Borrowing Spouse 

The following certification is required from each Borrower identified as married to an 
Ineligible Non-Borrowing Spouse: 

I hereby certify that I am currently legally married, that the information I have provided 
with respect to my spouse, ________________, is true and correct, and my spouse is not 
eligible and cannot become eligible for a Deferral Period for the following reason: 

____ My spouse does not occupy the property securing the HECM as their Principal 
Residence. My spouse’s current Principal Residence is: 
_______________________________________________________________________. 
I understand that because my spouse is ineligible, the Deferral Period referenced in my 
HECM will not defer due and payable status to prevent the displacement of 
______________, my current spouse, or any other person I may marry in the future. I 
acknowledge that were my spouse eligible for a Deferral Period, the maximum equity 
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available to me under the HECM loan would be $_________. [I understand that because 
a Deferral Period will not apply, I am able to access $_________, which represents more 
equity than I otherwise would have been able to draw under the HECM.]1 I acknowledge 
that it is solely due to the ineligibility of my spouse that the access to $__________ is 
being made available to me. I further understand that my lender is relying on my 
certification to the factual ineligibility of my spouse in making this HECM loan in the 
amount identified in the loan agreement. I further acknowledge that this information is 
material to the origination of this loan and the insurance of this HECM by the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development - Federal Housing Administration. 

WARNING: Federal law provides that anyone who knowingly or willfully makes or uses a 
document containing any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or entry may be criminally 
prosecuted and may incur civil or administrative liability. 

(d) Ineligible Non-Borrowing Spouse Certification 

The following certification is required from each Ineligible Non-Borrowing Spouse of a 
HECM Borrower: 

I hereby certify that I am currently legally married to _______________, a HECM 
Borrower, and the information provided about me is true and correct. I understand that 
the Deferral Period contained in my spouse’s HECM will not defer due and payable 
status to prevent my displacement from the property following the death of the last 
surviving Borrower because I am not eligible and cannot become eligible for a Deferral 
Period for the following reason: 

____ I do not occupy the property securing the HECM as my Principal Residence. My 
Principal Residence is: 
_______________________________________________________________________. 
I understand that because I am ineligible, the Deferral Period referenced in my spouse’s 
HECM loan documents is inapplicable and will not defer due and payable status to 
prevent my displacement. I acknowledge that were I eligible the maximum equity 
available to my spouse to access under the HECM loan would be $_________. [I 
understand that because I am ineligible for the Deferral Period, my spouse is able to 
access $_________, which represents more equity than my spouse otherwise would have 
been able to draw under their HECM.]2 I acknowledge that it is solely due to my 
ineligibility that access to this equity is being made available to my spouse. I further 
understand that my spouse’s lender is relying on my certification to my factual 
ineligibility in making this HECM in the amount identified in the loan agreement. I 
further acknowledge that this information is material to the origination of this loan and 
the insurance of this mortgage by the Department of Housing and Urban Development - 
Federal Housing Administration. I consent to my spouse gaining access to this equity 

1 Mortgagees should insert this text in cases where the Ineligible Non-Borrowing Spouse is younger than the Borrower. 

2 Mortgagees should insert this text in cases where the Ineligible Non-Borrowing Spouse is younger than the Borrower. 
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because I acknowledge and I certify that I am not eligible and cannot become eligible for 
a Deferral Period. 

WARNING: Federal law provides that anyone who knowingly or willfully makes or uses a 
document containing any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or entry may be criminally 
prosecuted and may incur civil or administrative liability. 
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