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Housing Mobility-related Services NOFO | FR-6700-N-87 

Background and Instructions for Opportunity Map Tool 

Updated on: July 25, 2023 to incorporate terminology related to PHA’s proposed housing mobility program service area and to provide instructions 

for selecting multiple census tracts. 

 

Please note this document may be updated as we work to ensure the instructions are as clear as possible for PHAs.  

Background 

In section G. Other Submission Requirements, HUD describes the elements that must be submitted in the Form HUD-52515: Funding Application. In Part G, 
Soundness of Approach, applicants must submit their proposed opportunity map. Specifically: 

“The PHA must submit an opportunity map that identifies census tract-based opportunity areas in the proposed housing mobility program service 
area.  An opportunity area is defined as a census tract with a family poverty rate of 10 percent or lower.  PHAs may develop their own opportunity map 
or use HUD’s opportunity mapping tool at https://hud.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=aa65e712287240bda9b8438a3935854d. 
Step-by-step instructions on how to use the tool, including screen shots, are available at 

https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/hcv/housingmobility 

 

After selection, HUD will work with PHAs to finalize the opportunity map.  During the finalization process, HUD, at its sole discretion, may allow up to 10 
percent of the PHA’s opportunity areas, with substantial available local data, to exceed the 10 percent poverty rate threshold.” 

This document provides step-by-step instructions on how to use the HUD-developed opportunity mapping tool. For purposes of this NOFO, HUD’s minimum 

criteria for an opportunity area is a Census tract in which the family poverty rate is less than 10 percent.  

https://hud.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=aa65e712287240bda9b8438a3935854d
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/hcv/housingmobility
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Opportunity Map Tool Step-by-Step Instructions 

Step 1: Go to the Opportunity Map tool.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hud.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=aa65e712287240bda9b8438a3935854d


3 
 

Step 2: Locate the Filter button in the upper-right corner of the map. 
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Step 3: Click on the dropdown menu and type in the PHA code(s) of the PHA(s) applying. Check the box next to the name of the PHA that will be applying. Once 

selected, click on the top of the dropdown to close the field. The map will automatically zoom to the location of the PHA. The PHA’s estimated service boundary 

outlined in a darker blue. 
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Step 4: Familiarize yourself with the opportunity map tool for your PHA’s proposed housing mobility program service area. Areas in green are census tracts 

where the family poverty rate is 10 percent or less and are eligible to be part of the PHA’s opportunity areas. Areas in yellow are census tracts where the family 

poverty rate is over 10 percent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green census tracts meet 

the minimum definition of 

opportunity area 

Yellow census tracts cannot 

be included as part of the 

opportunity area Zoom the map in 

or out using the 

“+” and “-“  keys Yellow census tracts cannot 

be included as part of the 

opportunity area 

Zoom the map in 

or out using the 

“+” and “-“  keys 
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Step 4: Locate the Select Tool button in the right corner of the map. Click on the select button. 
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Step 5a: Begin selecting the PHA(s) opportunity area census tracts. After clicking the select button, the select menu will appear. You do not need to do anything 

with the select menu. 

Optional step: Change how the tool will select opportunity area census tracts. The tool automatically defaults to “select by point” where census tracts will be 

selected one-by-one. You can also choose to “select by polygon” which allows you to draw an area and select multiple census tracts at once. To change to “select 

by polygon” click on the select menu drop down and change to “select by polygon.” 
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Step 5b: Select the green census tracts the PHA is selecting as their opportunity areas. To select multiple census tracts, select your first census tract, then 

press and hold the SHIFT key while using the mouse to click on additional census tracts. Tip! If you accidentally add a tract you can hold down the CRTL key to 

remove the census tract.  
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Step 6: Complete selection of opportunity area census tracts. Tip! PHAs do not have to select all of the green census tracts in their proposed housing mobility 

program service area. HUD’s definition is the minimum criteria a PHA can apply when proposing their opportunity areas.  
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Step 6: Once the opportunity areas have been selected, click on the button with three dots on the right hand of the screen. 
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Step 7: In the dropdown menu, select, “Export to CSV File.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 
 

 

Step 8: Save the CSV file and return to the map.
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The individual column names and descriptions for the CSV file are provided below: 

Column Name Column Description 

GEOID Geographic identifier of the feature 

STATE State FIPS 

COUNTY County FIPS 

TRACT Tract FIPS 

NAME Name of Census Tract 

STUSAB State abbreviation 

Total_Families Total number of families in the census tract 

Families_In_Poverty Total families in the census tract with income in the past 12 months below poverty level 

Famil_Poverty_Rate Ratio of families with income in the past 12 months below poverty level realtive to the total number of families in the census tract 
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Step 9: Save/Print the map 
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Step 10: Save/print the map 
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Step 11: Print Map. Click on the “Opportunity Areas Map” item. 
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Step 12: Print Map 

 


