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WHAT IS ARCHAEOLOGY?

• Archaeology is the study of 

the ancient and recent 

human past through 

material remains. 

• It is a subfield of 

anthropology, the study of 

all human culture across all 

space and time. 



OKLAHOMA ARCHAEOLOGY

Artifacts from a Paleoindian (ca. 

11,200 BP) Mammoth kill site in 

Caddo County

Rock Art from a cave site in Cimarron County

Log cabin on a historic 

archaeological site in Coal 

County

Calf Creek points from 

a site in Grant County

Bison Kill site in Harper County



OKLAHOMA 
ARCHAEOLOGY

Upper Canark Stone slab house,

A.D. 1100-1500

Zimms Site house, A.D. 1250-1450

Reconstructed mound and house 

from Spiro, A.D. 850-1450

http://www.texasbeyondhistory.net/tejas/fundamentals/images/spiro-house.html



CONNECTIONS BETWEEN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SITES AND OTHER HISTORIC RESOURCES

• Archaeological resources: 

below ground

• BUT may be connected to 

resources with above-

ground components.

• May be the remnants of 

resource that was once 

above ground, but is now in 

ruins or removed.

• http://img.groundspeak.com/waymarking/display/c7e6c6c9-6b35-450a-

b3f7-1e615b753118.JPG

• https://www.roadsideamerica.com/story/29012

http://img.groundspeak.com/waymarking/display/c7e6c6c9-6b35-450a-b3f7-1e615b753118.JPG
https://www.roadsideamerica.com/story/29012


OKLAHOMA ARCHEOLOGICAL 
SURVEY (OAS)

• OAS established in 1970

• Mission:

• Research Oklahoma’s archaeological record

• Work with state and federal agencies, and 

the citizens of Oklahoma to preserve 

significant archaeological sites

• Disseminate information about Oklahoma’s 

cultural heritage through publications and 

public presentations 



OKLAHOMA ARCHEOLOGICAL 
SURVEY (OAS)

• OAS is state’s repository for 

archaeological data

• Over 26,500 sites

• Some 20,000 reports

• Archaeological sites represent a 

wide range of time periods and 

activities

• Paleoindian (12,000+-8000 BP)

• Archaic (8000-2000 BP)

• Woodland (2000-1200 BP)

• Villagers (1200-500 BP)

• Historic Period (500-50 BP)



OAS SITE FILE 
DIGITIZATION AND 

GIS PROJECT



SECTION 106 REVIEW: 
OAS’ ROLE

• Entered into cooperative agreement 

with SHPO in 1976

• OAS’ role in Section 106 review 

process

• Review projects for potential impacts to 

significant archaeological resources

• Review initial submissions

• Review archaeological reports

• Provide comments and 

recommendations on these and other 

documents



36 CFR PART 800

◼ Initiate the process

◼ Identify historic properties

◼ Assess adverse effects

◼ Resolve adverse effects – Avoid, minimize or mitigate



OKLAHOMA ARCHEOLOGICAL 
SURVEY: NEW WEBSITE

• http://www.ou.edu/archsurvey



OAS WEBSITE 
(CON’T.)

• Cultural Resource Management Page



OAS WEBSITE 
(CON’T.)

• Agencies and Applicants Page



COMMON ISSUES

• Inaccurate location

• Inaccurate County

• Inaccurate ‘legacy’ information 

from previous versions of 

letters

• Lack of detail in project 

description

• Accurate location

• Coordinates (latitude/longitude)

• PLSS Legal description (Section, 

Township, Range)

• Physical address

• Legible Map that matches the 

location description

• USGS Topographic Quadrangle map

• Google Earth/Maps

• Specific details in project description

BEST PRACTICES

COORDINATION WITH OAS:
COMMON ISSUES 

WITH SUBMISSIONS



GOOD EXAMPLE 
SUBMISSION



• Request more information

• Archaeological survey recommended

• No archaeological field inspection necessary

• Note: If you have an inadvertent discovery 

during construction despite receiving this 

comment, you must stop work and reopen 

consultation

INITIAL SUBMISSIONS: 
COMMON OAS RESPONSES



OAS WEBSITE 
(CON’T.)

• Agencies and Applicants Page



OAS WEBSITE 
(CON’T.)

• Archaeological Consultants Page



OAS WEBSITE 
(CON’T. )

• Resources Page



ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS: 
COMMON RESULTS & 

OAS RESPONSES

• Archaeological Survey (Phase I) Report:

• Request more information

• No archaeological sites present

• Archaeological sites present

• Site(s) is/are not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

• Site(s) is/are/may be NRHP-eligible (typically under Criterion D)

• NRHP Assessment (Phase II testing) and report

• Request more information

• Site(s) is/are not NRHP-eligible

• Site(s) is/are NRHP-eligible

• Assess and Resolve adverse effects (avoid, minimize, mitigate)



CHANGES TO YOUR PROJECT OR 
NEW INFORMATION?

• Re-open consultation

• Make a new submission

• Reference the original project and associated information

• Original date of submission

• SHPO # indicated in their response letter

• Responses from SHPO and OAS (summarized or copies of originals)

• Note the ways in which the project has changed and/or the 

new information pertaining to historic resources that has come 

to light since previous correspondence



ARCHAEOLOGY –
CASE STUDY 1

Riverside Marketplace, Ludlow, Kentucky

•Archaeological survey conducted

•No intact, significant 
archaeological resources identified

•But, NR-eligible structures



ARCHAEOLOGY – CASE STUDY 2

Downtown Scholar House

•Northern section of Old 
Louisville, KY

•Mid-19th to Mid-20th Century 
archaeological site

•Remnants of structures, 
cellars, cisterns, privies and 
other deposits

•Historic German/German-
Jewish immigrant lifeways

•Social, economic issues

Two images from AMEC Earth & Environmental draft mitigation report (Andrews and Schatz 2011)



ARCHAEOLOGY – CASE STUDY 3

Estill-Irvine, KY Wastewater Plant

•Wastewater Treatment Facility

•Late Prehistoric Village (~500-
1000 years ago)

•Remnants of structures, trash 
pits, and hearths and a variety 
of artifacts

•Economy, social organization, 
diet, technology, ritual activities



IT’S NOT JUST ABOUT COMPLIANCE…

Artifacts from a Paleoindian (ca. 

11,200 BP) Mammoth kill site in 

Caddo County

Rock Art from a cave site in Cimarron County

Log cabin on a historic 

archaeological site in Coal 

County

Reconstructed house from Spiro 

Mound Group in LeFlore County 

(AD 850-1450)

Calf Creek points from 

a site in Grant County

Bison Kill site in Harper County



DOCUMENTING 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

• Archaeological sites are unique, non-renewable resources

• Site forms serve as the principal record of an archaeological site, 

in addition to the associated report(s)

• Baseline data for the site’s current condition

• Will be accessed and used by archaeologists today and for 

generations to come

• In some instances, these forms and reports are the only 

information on sites that have since been destroyed



OAS CONTACTS

• Phone: (405)325-7211

• Kary Stackelbeck, State Archaeologist

• kstackelbeck@ou.edu 

• Debra Green, Assistant State Archaeologist

• dgreen@ou.edu

• (currently vacant), Administrative Assistant

• OAS Community Assistance Program—Graduate Research Assistants

• oascap@ou.edu


