Request for U.S. Department of Housing OMB Approval No. 2502-0029

. . . . and Urban Development .
Waiver of Housing Directive Office of Housing (Expires 04/30/2020)
Federal Housing Commissioner
1. Field Office 2. Program and DAS (e.g., multifamily development)
Single Family Program Development (SFPD) Single Family Housing

3. Waiver Requsted by (person, entity, HUD employee)
Barbara A Leslie, Director, Home Valuation Policy Development

4. Waiver Item (directive number, date, page, paragraph, etc.)
Handbook 4000.1, Eligibility for New Construction in Sections I1I.A.1.b.iv(A)(1)(b) and 11.B.2.b.iii(A)(4)(b)

Relief Sought

SFPD is seeking a waiver from the requirement that properties within the 1-percent- annual-chance (100 year) floodplain be built at least two feet above the
Base Flood Elevation (BFE) for building permit applications submitted on or after January 1, 2025. The granting of this waiver restores the elevation
standard to the level in effect prior to the publication of Mortgagee Letter 2024-20 and subsequent update to Handbook 4000.1, issued January 10, 2025.
This waiver applies to the eligibility criteria for new construction of site-built housing or units in a condominium project or legal phase, as specified in
sections II.A.1.b.iv(A)(1)(b) and I1.B.2.b.iii(A)(4)(b). This waiver does not eliminate the requirement for the Property to be built at or above the BFE.

5, Did a check of SharePoint indicate . Yes (skip No. 6) If previously approved, give Counsel's name and date of approval.
Prior Approval of a factually similar
waiver?” No (go to No. 6)

6. Counsel Determination. The Waiver Proposal does not conflict conflicts D with statutory or regulatory provisions (cite rule or provision)

Counsel (signature) Date
H H H H Digitally signed by Benjamin M. Litchfield
[Benjamin M. Litchfield 5o ey S s February 19, 2025
7. Employee Justification (attach additional pages if necessary)

The partial waiver supports the Department’s goal of improving housing availability and affordability by maintaining access to FHA new construction
financing. It waives the requirement for the lowest floor of residential properties located in the 1-percent- annual-chance (100 year) floodplain to be built at
least two feet above the Base Flood Elevation (BFE) while still requiring them to be at or above BFE. Without this waiver, the new HUD Minimum Property
Standards (MPS) elevation requirement, effective for new construction properties with a building permit application submission date, or its equivalent on or
after January 1, 2025, would limit land available for development and increase construction costs.

Field Office Concurrence

Name Title Date
C. Brian Faux Director, Office of Single Family Program Development
8. D Granted Housing Director (signature) Date
| Notaranted | [CHRISTIAN FAUX 02e 2550719 161238 ‘0500 02/19/2025
Comments

Public reporting burden for this collection of information i s estimated to average xx minutes per response, including the timefor reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintai ning the data needed, and compl eting and reviewing the collection of information. HUD may not
collect thisinformation, and you are not required to complete this form, unlessit displays acurrently valid OMB control number.

Distribution: (includes waivers granted and denied)
Original to Field Office;

One copy to each of the following: Director, Organizational Policy, Planning and Analysis Division, Room 9116, HUD Headquarters, HRO
Assistant General Counsel, Multifamily Mortgage Division, HUD Headquarters, Room 9230, CAHAA
And one copy to either of the following: Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Single Family Housing, Room 9282, HUD Headquarters, HU

Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Multifamily Housing, Room 6106, HUD Headquarters, HT

Previous versions obsolete form HUD-2 (12/2013)
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