Request for U.S. Department of Housing OMB Approval No. 2502-0029

. . . . and Urban Development .
Waiver of Housing Directive Office of Housing (Expires 04/30/2020)
Federal Housing Commissioner
1. Field Office 2. Program and DAS (e.g., multifamily development)
HUD Headquarters Office of Housing Counseling (OHC)

3. Waiver Requsted by (person, entity, HUD employee)
Office of Housing Counseling

4. Waiver Item (directive number, date, page, paragraph, etc.)
HUD Housing Counseling Program Handbook 7610.1 REV-6.1

Relief Sought

Temporary Waiver of Use of Home Equity Conversion Mortgage Loan Calculator and Underwriting Tool (HLCUT) in HUD Housing Counseling Program
Handbook 7610.1 Rev-6.1 Chapter 4, Section 4-1E and Appendix 1 (HECM Counseling Protocol) Sections IIl.C., IV.C., VIII.A., and Attachment A.4

Did a check of SharePoint indicate Prior . . . \
5. Approval of a factually similar waiver?” . Yes (skip No. 6) If previously approved, give Counsel's name and date of approval.

No (go to No. 6)

6. Counsel Determination. The Waiver Proposal does not conflict conflicts D with statutory or regulatory provisions (cite rule or provision)

Date

Counsel (signature) . . . . Digitally signed by Beniamin M. Litchfield
Benjamin M. Litchfield [ iioosaoomnr ovon October 3, 2024

7. Employee Justification (attach additional pages if necessary)

NHA section 255(f) and HUD regulations at 24 CFR 206.41 address HECM counseling and require that prospective HECM borrowers must receive
adequate housing counseling, the requirements for which are detailed in HUD Handbook 7610.1, Rev 6.1, Chapter 4 and Appendix 1 HECM Protocol.
Under these policies, HECM counselors must use a HUD-designated HECM Loan Comparison and Underwriting Tool (HLCUT) as part of a counseling
session. HLCUT services under HUD's previous contract ended September 30, 2024, and HUD's new contractor has until November 1, 2024, to provide
and implement services. Therefore, to ensure HECM counselors are able to provide adequate counseling during this period of system unavailability, OHC is
temporarily waiving the requirement to use HLCUT as its designated calculation software from October 1, 2024, through December 31, 2024. Should
HLCUT service resume before December 31, OHC will notify all HUD-certified housing counselors of the reinstatement of the requirement to use HLCUT as
HUD'’s designated calculation software.

While this waiver is in place, HECM counselors will not be required to use HLCUT as the HUD-designated calculation software; rather, HECM counselors
may use other calculation tools so long as they ensure that their selected tools allow them to meet the statutory and regulatory counseling requirements and
policies as clarified in the Handbook. This includes providing independent and unbiased calculations on the maximum funds available to borrowers,
payment plan options, amortization schedules, and total annual loan cost calculations.

Field Office Concurrence

Name Title Date
David L. Berenbaum Deputy Assistant Secretary for Housing Counseling October 3rd, 2024
8. @ Granted Housing Director (signature) D ,d B b Date
avl crenovaum
|| Not Granted October 3rd, 2024

Comments

Public reporting burden for this collection of information i s estimated to average xx minutes per response, including the timefor reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintai ning the data needed, and compl eting and reviewing the collection of information. HUD may not
collect thisinformation, and you are not required to complete this form, unlessit displays acurrently valid OMB control number.

Distribution: (includes waivers granted and denied)
Original to Field Office;

One copy to each of the following: Director, Organizational Policy, Planning and Analysis Division, Room 9116, HUD Headquarters, HRO
Assistant General Counsel, Multifamily Mortgage Division, HUD Headquarters, Room 9230, CAHAA
And one copy to either of the following: Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Single Family Housing, Room 9282, HUD Headquarters, HU

Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Multifamily Housing, Room 6106, HUD Headquarters, HT

Previous versions obsolete form HUD-2 (12/2013)


H19435
Cross-out

H19435
Text Box
Did a check of SharePoint indicate Prior Approval of a factually similar waiver?” 


H54231
David Berenbaum

H54231
Text Box
October 3rd, 2024



	1: HUD Headquarters
	2: Office of Housing Counseling (OHC)
	3: Office of Housing Counseling
	4a: HUD Housing Counseling Program Handbook 7610.1 REV-6.1
	4b: Temporary Waiver of Use of Home Equity Conversion Mortgage Loan Calculator and Underwriting Tool (HLCUT) in HUD Housing Counseling Program Handbook 7610.1 Rev-6.1 Chapter 4, Section 4-1E and Appendix 1 (HECM Counseling Protocol) Sections III.C., IV.C., VIII.A., and Attachment A.4 
	5a: 
	5b: x
	5c: 
	6a: x
	6b: 
	6c: 
	6d: October 3, 2024
	7a: NHA section 255(f) and HUD regulations at 24 CFR 206.41 address HECM counseling and require that prospective HECM borrowers must receive adequate housing counseling, the requirements for which are detailed in HUD Handbook 7610.1, Rev 6.1, Chapter 4 and Appendix 1 HECM Protocol.  Under these policies, HECM counselors must use a HUD-designated HECM Loan Comparison and Underwriting Tool (HLCUT) as part of a counseling session. HLCUT services under HUD's previous contract ended September 30, 2024, and HUD's new contractor has until November 1, 2024, to provide and implement services. Therefore, to ensure HECM counselors are able to provide adequate counseling during this period of system unavailability, OHC is temporarily waiving the requirement to use HLCUT as its designated calculation software from October 1, 2024, through December 31, 2024. Should HLCUT service resume before December 31, OHC will notify all HUD-certified housing counselors of the reinstatement of the requirement to use HLCUT as HUD’s designated calculation software. 
While this waiver is in place, HECM counselors will not be required to use HLCUT as the HUD-designated calculation software; rather, HECM counselors may use other calculation tools so long as they ensure that their selected tools allow them to meet the statutory and regulatory counseling requirements and policies as clarified in the Handbook. This includes providing independent and unbiased calculations on the maximum funds available to borrowers, payment plan options, amortization schedules, and total annual loan cost calculations. 
	7b: David L. Berenbaum
	7c: Deputy Assistant Secretary for Housing Counseling
	7d: October 3rd, 2024
	Text1: 
	CheckBox3: Off
	CheckBox2: Yes
		2024-10-03T09:03:17-0400
	Benjamin M. Litchfield




