
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS

Secretary, UnitedStates
Department ofHousingand Urban
Development, on behalfofthe Fair
Housing Partnership ofGreater
Pittsburgh,Inc.,

Charging Party,

v.

GregoryEllis and Kathenne Ellis,

Respondents

AUNo. 17-JM-0221-FH-013

FHEO No. 03-17-5742-8

I.

INITIAL DECISION AND CONSENT ORDER

BACKGROUND

This matter arose fiom acomplaint offamilial status discrimination filed by Complainant
Fair Housing Partnership ofGreater Pittsburgh, Inc. ("Complainant" or"FHPGP") on
February 13,2016, with the United Suites Department ofHousing and Urban
Development ("Department or"HUD"), against Respondents Gregory Ellis and
Kathenne Ellis ("Respondents"), pursuant to the FairHousing Act, 42 U.S.C. §§3601, et
seq. ("the Act"). Complainant, anon-profit fair housing organization, alleged that
Complainant, a non-profit fair housing organization, alleged that Respondents were
responsible for the discriminatory refusal torent to families with children, and made
discriminatory statements indicating a preference against families with children, and that
asa result, Complainant's mission was frustrated and Complainant was forced todivert
resources away from itseducation and outreach programs to respond directly to the
alleged discrimination.

On September 29,2017, the Charging Party issued a Charge ofDiscrimination
("Charge") against Respondents alleging violations of42 U.S.C. §§ 3604(a) and (c)
which prohibit refusing torent on the basis offamilial status and making discriminatory
statements indicating a preference against families withchildrenin thecontextofa rental
transaction. The Charge alleged that Respondents posted advertisements andmade
statements which indicateda preference against renting to families withchildren, and
made housing unavailable to families with children.



None oftheparties involved in thismatterelected tohavetheir claimsdecided in a
civil action. An administrative hearing was scheduled for February 27,2018. However,
toavoid uncertain and costly litigation, theparties have agreed to resolvetheabove-
captioned case without theneed for ahearing. TheCharging Party andallRespondents
have consentedto theentry ofthis Initial Decision andConsent Order(hereinafter
"Consent Order"), asindicated by thesignatures oftheparties and counsel below.

H. GENERAL INJUNCTION

It is hereby ORDERED thatRespondents Gregory Ellis and[Catherine Ellis, their
heirs, executors, assigns, agents, employees, and successors, and all other persons in
active concert or participation withthem inthe ownership, operation ormanagement of
thesubject property, 1640 E. PleasantValley Boulevard, Altoona, PA 16602, and any
other properties owned ormanaged bythem are permanently enjoined fiom
discrimination against any person onthe basis of familial status, in anyaspect ofrental or
sale ofa dwelling, pursuant to §§3604(a) and(c) oftheAct

Respondents acknowledge thatthe Act makes it unlawfulto:

A. Make unavailable ordeny adwelling unittoany person because ofrace,
color,religion, national origin, sex, disability, or familial status; orrefuseor
fail to provide or offer information about a dwelling unit or to showorrent a
dwelling unit to any person because ofrace, color, religion, national origin,
sex, disability or familial status.

B. Discriminate against any person in theterms, conditions, orprivileges of
rental ofadwelling unit, orin the provision ofservices or facilities in
connection therewith, because ofrace, color, religion, national origin, sex,
disabilityor familial status.

C. Make, print orpublish, orcause tobe made, printed orpublished, any notice,
statement oradvertisement withrespect to the rental ofa dwelling unitthat
states any preference, limitation ordiscrimination based upon race, color,
religion, national origin, sex, disability or familial status.

D. Represent toany person because ofrace, color, religion, national origin, sex,
disability or familial status, that anydwelling unitis not available for
inspection orrental whensuch dwelling unitis, in fact, so available.

III. SPECIFIC RELIEF

Inexchange for theCharging Party's agreement to dismiss this Charge and for the
Complainant's agreement to release all claims against Respondents:

A. Respondents Gregory Ellis and Kathenne Ellis shall pay thetotal sumofTHREE
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($3,000.00) to Complainant FHPGP in the form ofa
certified check made payable toFair Housing Partnership ofGreater Pittsburgh, Inc.



within ten (10) days of the effective date of this Consent Order, tobesent byFederal
Express or certified mailto the following address:

Jay Dworin, Executive Director
Fair Housing Partnership ofGreater Pittsburgh, Inc.
2840 Liberty Avenue, Suite #205
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

This sum shall cover the cost ofthe lair housing training referenced in
Section m.C ofthis agreement

B. Within five days ofthe date ofthe issuance ofthe check referenced in Section
ULA ofthisagreement, Respondents Gregory Ellis and Katherine Ellis shall send
acopy of the certified check made payable toFair Housing Partnership ofGreater
Pittsburgh, Inc. toHUD's Regional Counsel atthe following address:

Sheryl L. Johnson, Regional Counsel, Region III
U.S. Department ofHousing and Urban Development
Officeofthe Regional Counsel
TheWanamaker Building, 100 Perm Square East
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

C. Within six (6) months ofthe effective date ofthis Consent Order, Gregory Ellis,
Katherine Ellis, and every employee engaged in advertising and/or renting the subject
property and any other properties owned ormanaged by Gregory Ellis and/or
Katherine Ellis shall participate in a fair housing training to be conducted byFHPGP
at FHPGP's office, located at 2840 Liberty Avenue, Suite #402, Pittsburgh, PA
15222. the training will address federal, state and local fair housing laws,
regulations and ordinances. The cost ofthe fair housing training will be covered by
the $3,000 sum referenced inSection ULA of this agreement, which fee will cover all
persons required totake thetraining under the terms ofthis agreement

D. Respondents Gregory Ellis and Katherine Ellis shall provide asigned and dated
certificate ofcompletion to theDepartment, inthesame form asthat attached hereto
as "Attachment A,n evidencing that they have successfully completed the fair housing
training provided byFHPGP, within thirty (30) days ofcompletion of such course.
The certificate ofcompletion shall be mailed to the Department byregular mail to the
following address:

Sheryl L. Johnson, Regional Counsel, Region III
U.S. Department ofHousing and Urban Development
Office ofthe RegionalCounsel
The Wanamaker Building, 100 Perm Square East
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107



E. Within three (3)months ofthe effective dateof this Consent Order, Respondents
shall insertin all rental documents, advertisements and application forms used by
Respondents the fair housing logo described in HUD regulations at 24 C.F.R. §
110.25, and the following language:

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY:
We Do Business in Accordance withtheFair Housing Act
(The Civil Rights Actof 1968, as amended by the FairHousing
Amendments Act of 1988).

IT IS ILLEGAL TO DISCRIMINATE AGAINST ANY
PERSON BECAUSE OF RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, SEX, AfL
HANDICAP, FAMIOAL STATUS (HAVING ONE OR MORE **
CHILDREN), OR NATIONAL ORIGIN IN THE SALE OR
RENTAL OF HOUSING OR RESIDENTIAL LOTS.

F. For a period of three (3)years from the effective date of the Consent Order,
Respondents Gregory Ellis and Katherine Ellis will provide toHUD ona quarterly
basis (January, April, July, October) the following information in writing: (a) Family
composition (number ofchildren under 18 years ofage) residing ineach unit in the
subject property; (b) Copies ofall advertisements used to solicit new renters; and (c)
Copies of all new rental policies andprocedures. The information shall bemailed to
the Department by regular mail to the following address:

Melody Taylor
Office ofFairHousing andEqual Opportunity, Region III
U.S. Department ofHousing and Urban Development
The Wanamaker Building, 100 Penn Square East
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

0. Within ten (10) days ofthe effective date ofthis Consent Order, Respondents
Gregory Ellis and Katherine Ellis shall pay to HUD acivil penalty pursuant to 42
U.S.C. §3612(g)(3) in the amount of$1,000.00. Such sum shall be paid by
submitting a check made payable to HUD to:

Bank ofAmerica

P.O. Box 277303

Atlanta, GA 30384

Accompanying the check shall be acover letter from the Respondents Gregory Ellis
and Katherine Ellis indicating that the check is for the civil penalty. The check and
the coverletter should reference both FHEO CaseNo.03-17-5742-8 andALI Case
No. 17-JM-0221-FH-013. Respondents Gregory Ellis and Katherine Ellis shall also
send a copy of the check and cover letter to thefollowing address:

Richard A. Marchese, Esquire



U.S. Department ofHousing andUrban Development
Office ofthe Regional Counsel
The Wanamaker Building, 100Perm Square East
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

IV. MUTUAL RELEASE

Inconsideration for Respondents' payments to FHPGP andHUD, compliance
with the conditions and terms ofthis Consent Order and with all orders ofthis tribunal
described herein, and forother good andvaluable consideration, the Department and
FHPGP, their successors, assigns, agents, employees, andattorneys hereby forever waive,
release, and covenant not to sueRespondents, their successors, heirs, executors, assigns,
agents, employees, andattorneys, including anysubsequent ownerofthe subjectproperty
with regard to any and all claims, damages, andinjuries ofwhatevernature whether
presently known or unknown, arising out ofthesubject matterofHUD AU No. 17-JM-
0221-FH-013, orwhichcould have been filed in any action orsuitarising from said
subjectmatter, however, any claimsor causesofaction thataccrue after the execution of
this Consent Order are not subject to the releases asset forth in this paragraph.

In consideration forthe executionofthisConsent Order, and othergood and
valuable consideration, Respondents, their successors, assigns, agents, employees, and
attorneys, including any subsequent owner ofthesubject property, hereby forever waive,
release, and covenant not to suetheDepartment orFHPGP ortheir officers, successors,
assigns, agents, employees and attorneys with regard toanyand all claims, damages and
injuries ofwhatever nature whether presently known orunknown, arising outofthe
subjectmatter ofHUD ALJ No. 17-JM-0221-FH-013, orwhich couldnave been filed in
anyaction orsuitarising from said subject matter; however, anyclaims orcauses of
action that accrue after theexecution ofthis Consent Order are notsubject to thereleases
asset forth in this paragraph.

V. GENERAL PROVISIONS

A. The parties acknowledge that this Consent Order isavoluntary and full
settlement oftheCharge. No party has been coerced, intimidated,
threatened, orinany way forced tobecome aparty to the Consent Order.
The parties haveread and fully understand the significance ofall theterms
set forth herein.

B. The parties and their counsel agree that, intheinterest of prompt
conclusion ofthismatter, theexecution ofthisConsent Order by the
parties may be accomplished by separate executionofconsents (the
original executed Consent and Signature Pages) tobeattached to thebody
ofthis Consent Order to constitute one document.

C. The signatures oftheparties tothis Consent Order may beexecuted by
way of facsimile transmission and shall be deemed to be an executed and



admissible Consent Order forall purposes as may be necessary under the
terms ofthis Consent Order.

D. The parties and their counsel agree that if thesituation arises where a party
tothisagreement needs anextension oftime inordertosatisfy a deadline
provided herein, such extension must beobtained bymutual agreement of
theparties andall signatories, or their successors, in writing.

E. This Consent Order shall govern theconduct of the parties toit fora
period ofthree (3)years following thedatethis ConsentOrder becomes
final pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §3612(h).

F. This Consent Order isbinding upon FHPGP, Respondents and their
employees, heirs, successors, assigns, and allothers working for or
associated with Respondents who are involved intheoperation ofany
residential rental property owned oroperated byRespondents.

G. Itisunderstood that this Consent Order shall be a public document

H. Except as provided herein, the signatures ofthe parties tothis Consent
Order further constitute a waiver ofany right toapply for additional
attorney's fees or costs pursuant to42U.S.C. § 3612(p) and 24C.F.R. §
180.705.

I. This Consent Order does not in any way limit orrestrict the Department's
authority toinvestigate any other complaint involving Respondents made
pursuant totheFair Housing Act, orany other complaint within the
Department'sjurisdiction.

VI. MONITORING BY HUD

Respondents agree and understand that pursuant to asituation, which reasonably
so warrants, the Department, on request ofthe Complainant, oron its own motion, may
review compliance with this Consent Order. As apart ofsuch review, the Department
may require written reports concerning compliance, may inspect, with reasonable notice,
any and all residential rental properties owned oroperated by Respondents, examine
witnesses, and examine and copy pertinent records ofRespondents at any reasonable time
between the effective date ofthe Consent Order and three (3) years from said date.
Respondent agrees to provide full cooperation in any monitoring review undertaken by
the Department toensure compliance with this Consent Order.

VII. D1MISSAL OF CHARGE

In consideration ofRespondents' payment to the Complainant and compliance
with the terms and conditions ofthis Consent Order, and all orders contained herein, the
Charging Party agrees to the dismissal, without a formal determination, ofthe allegations



that Respondents injured FHPGP by violating the Act Therefore, as of the effective date
of this Consent Order, the Charge against Respondent is hereby DISMISSED with
prejudice. However, nothingin this paragraph should be construed to preventany ofthe
parties from taking action to enforce this Consent Order.

VIII. COMPLIANCE

Respondents* failure to satisfy the terms of this Consent Order would be a breach
of the Consent Order, which may be enforced in the United States Court ofAppeals
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §§ 3612(j) and (rn). Moreover, if Respondents fail to make full,
timelypayments to Complainant FHPGPor HUD or otherwise comply with this order,
the ALT will retainjurisdiction to hear a motion by the Charging Party to set aside this
Consent Orderand set a hearing on the merits of the Charge. Respondents hereby waive
theirrightto object to such motion. As a sanction fortheRespondents' breach of this
Consent Order, should the Charging Party move to conductsuch hearing, and should
such motion be grantedand a hearing occur, the Respondents shall be liable to the
ChargingParty for the Charging Party's reasonableattorney's fees and costs in making
suchmotion and conducting such hearing.

IX. ADMINISTRATION

This Consent Orderis entered into pursuant to dieFairHousing Actand its
implementing regulations, 24 CJF.R § 180.450, and shall become final upon the
expiration of thirty (30) daysor byconfirmation of the Secretary within that time. See42
U.S.C. §3612(h). The signatures of the parties to this Consent Order constitute a waiver
ofany right towithdraw their consent during thethirty (30) daySecretarial review period
and a waiver of any right tochallenge the validity ofthis Consent Order at anytime.

X. EFFECTIVE DATE OF AGREEMENT

In accordance with 24 C.F.R. § 180.450, theAdministrative LawJudge shall
accept a settlement agreement agreed to by theparties ifhefinds theagreement to be
in the public interest,by issuing an Initial Decisionand Consent Order. The
effective date of this agreement isthe date onwhich Administrative Law Judge
Mahoney signs this Initial Decision and Consent Order. WHEREFORE, the parties,
having resolved the Charge by this agreement, respectfully request that this Initial
Decision and Consent Order be issued inaccordance with HUD'sregulations at24
C.F.R. § 180.450.

ISSUED this & day of AjfeQ^- J2018.

LJeremiaK Mahoney
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE



CONSENT AND SIGNATURE PAGES

Theundersigned parry has readtheforegoing Consent Order, HUD AU No. 17-JM-
0221-FH-013, and willingly consents toit with a full understanding ofthe rights h
confers and the responsibilities it imposes on it, assignified byitssignature and that ofits
counsel below:

FOR RESPONDENT GREGORY ELLIS:

GREGORY ELLIS

Date: C*--*i°* lS

Z&LT
WILLIAM P. BRESNAHAN, ESQUIRE
Attorney for Gregory Ellis

Date: 3**fc»*/fl



CONSENT AND SIGNATURE PAGES

Theundersigned partyhas readthe foregoing Consent Order, HUD ALJNo. 17-JM-
0221-FH-013, andwillingly consents to it with a full understanding oftherights it
confers and the responsibilities it imposes onit,assignified byitssignature andthat of its
counsel below:

FOR RESPONDENT KATHERINE ELLIS:

C=>^£M^
KATHERINE ELLIS

:jiai|liDate

WILLIAM P. BRESNAHAN, ESQUIRE
Attorney for Katherine Ellis

Date: 2 3C-f8



CONSENT AND SIGNATURE PAGES

Theundersigned partyhasread the foregoing Consent Order, HUD AU No. 17-JM-
0221-FH-013, and willingly consents toit with a full understanding ofthe rights it
confers and the responsibilities it imposes on it, assignified byits signature below:

FOR COMPLAINANT FAIR HOUSING PARTNERSHIP OF GREATER
PITTSBURGH, INC.:

JiWmWORIN
ive Director

Date: 2-2?-/^
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CONSENT AND SIGNATURE PAGES

The undersigned partyhas read the foregoing Consent Order, HUD AU No. 17-JM-
0221-FH-013, andwillingly consents to it with a full understanding of therights it
confers andthe responsibilities it imposes on theDepartment, as signified by their
signatures, below:

FOR THE DEPARTMENT:

RICHARD A. NJXRCHESE
Trial Attorney

U.S. DepartmentofHousing
and Urban Development
OfficeofRegional Counsel
Region III
The Wanamaker Building
100 Perm Square East
Philadelphia, PA 19107-3380
Telephone: (215)430-6668
Fax: (215)656-3446
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Date *



ATTACHMENT A

.,hereby certify that Ihave participated ina training session
on fair housing law given by the FairHousing Partnership ofGreater Pittsburgh, Inc. on

, 2018,pursuant to Section III.C in the InitialDecision and Consent
Order for HUD AU No. I7-JM-0221-FH-013.

Date:
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