
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES

Secretary, United States
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, on behalf of the Fair
Housing Council of Suburban
Philadelphia,

Charging Party,

v

Michael DeRomo,

Respondent

AUNo. 15-JM-0118-FH-016

FHEO No. 03-14-0313-8

INITIAL DECISION AND CONSENT ORDER

I. BACKGROUND

This matter arose from a complaint of familial status discrimination filed by
Complainant Fair Housing Council of SuburbanPhiladelphia (now known as the
"Housing Equality Center of Pennsylvania") ("Complainant") with the United States
Department of Housing and Urban Development (the "Department") pursuant to the Fair
Housing Act as amended in 1988,42 U.S.C. § 3601, et seq. (the "Act"). Complainant
alleges that Respondent Michael DeRomo ("Respondent") was responsible for refusing to
rent to families with young children in the secondfloor units of the property he had
owned at 705 Tilghman Street, Coopersburg, Pennsylvania (the "subject property") and
for publishing advertisements and making statements that discriminated on the basis of
familial status.

On September 23, 2015, the Charging Party issued a Charge of Discrimination
("Charge") against Respondent for violations of 42 U.S.C. §§ 3604(a) and (c), which
prohibit discriminating in the rental of housing on the basis of familial status, and
publishing discriminatory advertisements and statements on the basis of familial status.

Neither of the parties involved in this matter elected to have their claims decided in a
civil action. An administrative hearinghas not yetbeen scheduleddue to Respondent's
medical condition and medical treatment schedule. However, to avoid uncertain and
costly litigation, the parties have agreed to resolve the above-captioned case without the
need for a hearing. Respondent admits no fault or liability. The Department,


















