
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES

The Secretary, United States :
Department of Housing and Urban :
Development,on behalf of Fair Housing : ALJ # 15-JM-0097-FH-012
Council of Suburban Philadelphia. : FHEO No. 03-14-0314-8

Charging Party,

v.

William Schopf and SHK, LLC,

Respondents

INITIAL DECISION AND CONSENT ORDER

I, BACKGROUND

This matter arose from a complaint of familial status discrimination filed by
Complainant Fair Housing Council of Suburban Philadelphia ("Complainant") with the
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (the "Department")
pursuant to the Fair Housing Act as amended in 1988, 42 U.S.C. § 3601, el seq. (the
"Act"). Complainant alleges that Respondents William Schopf and SHK, LLC
("Respondents") were responsible for refusing to rent to families with young children;
imposing discriminatory rental terms and conditions on families with children; and
publishing advertisements and making statements that discriminated on the basis of
familial status.

On July 21, 2015, the Charging Party issued a Charge of Discrimination
("Charge") against Respondents for violations of 42 U.S.C. § 3604(a) and (c), which
prohibit discriminating in the rental of housing on the basis of familial status, and
publishing discriminatory advertisements and statements on the basis of familial status.

None of the parties involved in this matter elected to have their claims decided in a
civil action. An administrative hearing has been scheduled for November 17, 2015.
However, to avoid uncertain and costly litigation, the parties have agreed to resolve the
above-captioned case without the need for a hearing. Respondents admit no fault or
liability. The Department, Complainant, and Respondents have consented to the entry of
this Initial Decision and Consent Order (hereinafter "Consent Order"), as indicated by the
signature of the parties and their counsel below.




















