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INITIAL DECISION AND CONSENT ORDER

I. JURISDICTION

This matter arose from a complaint of familial status discrimination filed by Complainant
Melissa Hatten ("Complainant") on August 29, 2012 pursuant to the Fair Housing Act as
amended in 1988, 42 U.S.C. § 3601, et seq. (hereafter, the "Act"). On June 12, 2013, the
Charging Party issued a Charge of Discrimination (hereafter, "Charge") against Respondent
Bradford Strom and Respondent Sarah Strom ("Respondents"), alleging that they engaged in a
discriminatory housingpractice in violation of 42 U.S.C. § 3604(a) and(c) of the Act.

II. BACKGROUND

On June 12, 2013, the Secretary of the United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development (hereafter, the "Department" or "HUD") commenced this action on behalf of
Complainant, an aggrieved person as defined by 42 U.S.C. § 3602(i), pursuant to Section
3610(g)(1)and (2) of the Act, as amended.

TheCharge alleged that on or about August 3, 2012, Respondent Bradford Strom, during a
telephone call by Complainant inquiring about the availability of a rental unit advertised by
Respondents, located at 407 Vi Street, Jackson, Minnesota ("Subject Property"), made statements
expressing limitation and/orpreference based on Complainant's familial status. According to the
Charge, after explainingto Complainant the rental terms and the layout of the unit, Respondent


























