
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES

The Secretary, United States
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, on behalf of Belinda
Burgess and the Estate of Walter
Burgess,

Charging Party,

v.

Montgomery County Housing
Authority

Respondent

ALJ#13-AF-0069-FH-002

FHEO No. 03-11-0272-8

INITIAL DECISION AND CONSENT ORDER

I. BACKGROUND

This matter arose from a complaintof disability discrimination filed by
Complainants Belinda Burgess and the Estate of Walter Burgess ("Complainants") with
the United States Department of Housing and UrbanDevelopment (the "Department")
pursuant to the Fair Housing Act as amended in 1988, 42 U.S.C. § 3601, et seq. (the
"Act"). Complainants alleged thatRespondent Montgomery County Housing Authority
("Respondent") refused to provide them with a reasonable accommodation.

On December 20, 2012, the Charging Party issued a Charge of Discrimination
("Charge") against Respondent for violations of42 U.S.C. §§ 3604(f)(1), (0(2), and
(f)(3), which prohibit discriminating in housing on the basis of disability and refusing to
provide reasonable accommodations.

None of the parties involved in this matter elected to have their claims decided in a
civilaction. An administrative hearing has been scheduled for April 9, 2013. However,
to avoid uncertain and costly litigation, the parties have agreed to resolve the above-
captioned case without the need for a hearing. Respondent admits no fault or liability.
TheDepartment, Complainant, and Respondent have consented to the entry of this Initial
Decision and Consent Order (hereinafter "Consent Order"), as indicated by the signature
of the parties and their counsel below.






















