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Speaker 1    00:00:02    Good afternoon everyone, and welcome to the Pathways to Removing Obstacles 

to Housing or PRO Housing Nofice of Funding Opportunity Webinar nber three. Today we're covering 

data, resources and tools for idenfifying priority jurisdicfions in the PRO Housing compefifion. My name 

is Colin Cross, I'm a community planning and development specialist here at HUD, and I'm going to be 

moderafing today's webinar. A few housekeeping items we want to go over before we get started. 

Today’s webinar will be a hybrid session with both live and recorded materials. All parficipants are muted 

during the presentafion, so we ask that you please submit your quesfions using the chat feature. And 

when you use the chat feature, make sure to send your quesfion to all panelists. That way our presenters 

can see the quesfion and respond. Today's agenda begins with introductory remarks from HUD's 

leadership, followed by a data deep dive. And we will leave fime at the end for live Q&A session. Next 

slide please.   

Speaker 1    00:01:07    So this is the third in a series of weekly webinars that we're running covering 

HUD's PRO Housing NOFO or Nofice of Funding Opportunity. This series of webinars is intended for 

potenfial Pro Housing applicants and it provides parficipants with an overview of Pro Housing and the 

Pro Housing applicafion requirements. Webinar recordings will be posted on the Pro Housing webpage 

as well as links to future webinars. So if you visit the Pro Housing webpage today, that first recording, so 

webinar nber one on the NOFO walkthrough, that recording as well as the slides from that presentafion 

are now posted. Webinar nber two focused on a variety of legal requirements in the appendices and 

regulafions. And that week's is under processing by our HUD web team will be posted on the PRO 

Housing webpage shortly. So please keep an eye out on the PRO Housing webpage. With all that said, I 

would like to introduce our guest speaker for the afternoon.   

Speaker 1    00:02:09     Claudia Monterrosa serves as the Deputy Assistant Secretary or DAS for grant 

programs in HUD's Office of Community Planning and Development.  As DAS, DAS Monterrosa oversees 

affordable housing and community development programs, including the Community Development 

Block Grant program, the Home Investment Partnerships program, Housing Trust funds, and Disaster 

Recovery Funds. In addifion to department-wide energy and environmental policy, DAS Monterrosa 

brings decades of nonprofit and public sector experience incorporafing social jusfice, grassroots 

organizing and equity to her work at HUD. Previously, Ms. Monterrosa served as the Chief Housing 

Officer for the City of Los Angeles in 2017. Her efforts there led to creafion of the city's first permanent 

local source of funding for affordable housing via the adopfion of the affordable housing linkage fee. In 

that same year, she led the city's successful adopfion of the assessment of Fair Housing under HUD's 

new Affirmafively Furthering Fair Housing Rule. DAS Monterrosa holds an MA in Urban Planning from 

the University of California, Los Angeles, and the BA in Polifical Science and Lafin American and Iberian 

studies from UC, Santa Barbara. DAS Monterrosa. Welcome   

Speaker 2    00:03:32    I'm the Deputy Assistant Secretary for grant programs at HUD. Thank you for 

joining today's webinar on data resources and tools. We're so excited to announce the preview of the 

Pathways to Removing Obstacles to Housing or PRO Housing for sure. This is HUD’s new and excifing new 

nofice of funding opportunity that makes $85 million available to address affordable housing barriers 

Pathways to Removing the Obstacles to Housing or Pro Housing supports communifies that are acfively 

taking steps to remove barriers to affordable housing, such as barriers caused by outdated zoning, land 

use policies or regulafions, inefficient procedures, gaps in available resources for development, 
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deteriorafing or inadequate infrastructure, lack of neighborhood amenifies, challenges to preserving 

exisfing housing stock, such as increasing threats from natural hazards, redevelopment pressures or 

explorafion of affordability requirements. For the first two webinars in this series, we gave walkthroughs 

of the NOFO and provided more detailed informafion on the legal and program requirements.   

Speaker 2    00:04:46    These have been recorded and are available on the PRO Housing website. We will 

insert the link in the chat. Today's webinar focuses on the measures used to determine acute demand for 

affordable housing. All of us know the extreme pressures facing many communifies as they try to meet 

the demand for housing and crucially housing that is affordable to those who are most cost burden and 

vulnerable. The Biden Harris Administrafion's Housing Supply Acfion Plan recognizes these pressures and 

the urgent need to create and preserve housing to ensure that families, especially low- and moderate-

income families and communifies of color have access to opportunifies that come with stable and 

affordable rental housing in aftainable home ownership. Priority under this nofice of funding 

opportunity will be given to applicants who demonstrate a commitment to a progress towards 

overcoming local barriers to affordable housing and to those who have an acute demand for affordable 

housing as directed in the Consolidated Appropriafions Act of 2023. HUD is providing applicants with an 

easy to use data resource for jurisdicfions to review housing demand factors which include affordable 

housing and keeping pace with populafion growth, insufficient affordable housing, and widespread 

housing cost burden. We'll be joined by Greg Miller, who will walk us through the definifion of acute 

housing demand and how applicants can find out if they are a priority jurisdicfion under this factor. As 

you can tell, we have lots to cover today. Thank you so much for joining us to learn more about this 

excifing funding opportunity and we hope to see your applicafion submifted soon.   

Speaker 1    00:06:42    Thank you so much to our Deputy Assistant secretary for Grant Programs, Claudia 

Monterrosa. Next on the agenda with Greg Miller, a program analyst for policy development with HUD's 

Office of Policy Development and Research. Greg is going to walk us through how priority jurisdicfions 

are determined for the PRO Housing compefifion.   

Speaker 3    00:07:08    Hello everyone and thank you for joining today's webinar. Today we're going to be 

talking about priority jurisdicfions for the Pro Housing Nofice of Funding Opportunity, both how we 

calculate and how we determine priority status. I'm Greg Miller, a program analyst in policy development 

and research at HUD, and I've helped with determining these calculafions for priority status. Pro Housing 

grants for the pathways to removing obstacles to housing or Pro Housing is a compefifive grant being 

administered by HUD PRO Housing seeks to idenfify and remove barriers to affordable housing 

producfion and preservafion, and it uses the Community Development Block Grant statutory and 

regulatory framework. For the purpose of this presentafion, we're interested in who HUD is priorifizing 

in the Pro Housing compefifion. HUD will priorifize applicants that can demonstrate two things. The first 

is progress and the commitment to overcoming local barriers to facilitate the increase in affordable 

housing producfion and preservafion. And the second is an acute demand for housing affordable to 

households with incomes below 100% of the area median income. The second is the one we're going to 

focus on in today's presentafion. How do we determine which jurisdicfions have an affordable housing 

need? So this is one of the review criteria rafing factors, and you'll see it in the NOFO listed under A.ii. Do 

you have acute demand for housing? What are your remaining affordable housing needs and how do 

you know?   
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Speaker 3    00:08:33    Do you have an acute demand? You'll be awarded 10 points if your applicafion 

primarily services what we call a priority geography that has an affordable housing need greater than the 

threshold calculafion for one of three measures. And this presentafion will go over what those threshold 

calculafions are and how we measure these measures. But for now you have to know these three 

measures are affordable housing, not keeping pace with populafion, insufficient affordable housing and 

widespread housing cost burden or substandard housing. HUD has provided a spreadsheet to help 

idenfify each of these geographies on the website for the PRO Housing NOFO and we will go over how to 

use that calculafion and that spreadsheet at the end of this presentafion. As I menfioned, priority 

jurisdicfions, will get 10 points awarded for being a priority jurisdicfion. This is binary. You either get the 

10 points or you do not.   

Speaker 3    00:09:23    And this is determined by scoring on any of one of three measures of acute 

housing demand. As menfioned before. How are these thresholds determined? Thresholds are 

determined at the place and the county level, and so priority jurisdicfion status is if you are able to meet 

the threshold for any of the one of the three measures. You can meet that measure by either being 

within the top 10% nafionally and that's computed using only jurisdicfions or similar level jurisdicfions 

with populafions greater than 50,000 or of being within the top 5% of your state with no populafion 

cutoff when compufing those thresholds. All these calculafions are done using the comprehensive 

housing affordability strategy data, which are HUD special tabulafions of American Community Survey 

data and are available on the HUD website. Before we go forward, in defining these measures more we, 

we have to lay out some broader definifions.   

Speaker 3    00:10:22    HUD area median family income or HAMFI as I'll refer to it throughout the 

presentafion refers to a HUD special calculafion for each jurisdicfion to determine fair market rents and 

income limits for HUD programs. HAMFIs are not necessarily the same as other median incomes, such as 

simple census nbers because there are a series of adjustments that are made when HUD computes the 

HAMFI. There's also affordable and available units. These are units that are both affordable to low 

income or median income or, or a hundred percent HAMFI families, but are either vacant or not 

occupied by higher income households. We'll go more in depth on that in a second. And then there's 

also housing cost burden. For the purposes of this NOFO, we define housing cost burden as spending 

more than 50% of household income on housing costs. This is not the usual 30% nber used in this NOFO.   

Speaker 3    00:11:14    So there are three factors. Affordable housing, not keeping pace for this factor to 

calculate, we use households under 80% HAMFI thresholds and we compare trends of populafion 

growth from 2009 to 2019 with trends in housing supply from 2009 to 2019. There's insufficient 

affordable housing for this one. We look at households under 80% HAMFI and compare the nber of 

affordable and available units to the nber of households at that 80% HAMFI level. And then finally, we 

look at widespread housing cost burden or substandard housing. This is among households under 100% 

HAMFI and we calculate the prevalence of housing problems for those households. So first, the 

affordable housing not keeping pace. This is the calculafion method we use, but first we need to 

understand what affordable and available means. At the boftom you see that this is the nber of housing 

units both affordable to 80% HAMFI households and available to 80% HAMFI households.   

Speaker 3    00:12:13    And what we mean by available here is we want to make sure that this unit is not 

occupied by a household that is greater than 80% HAMFI because we know a lot of our jurisdicfions have 

that going on. So we want to make sure that there is both affordable units and that they're available. 
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And so in order to make sure that that affordable housing is keeping pace with populafion change, we 

compare the rate of populafion and the rate of affordable and available housing. The greater you score 

here, the more likely it is that your housing is not keeping pace with populafion and that your affordable 

and available units, parficularly for the 80% hand flat households that we care about here are not 

keeping pace with populafion change. The second factor is insufficient affordable housing. And so for this 

factor, we're looking at households and the nber of households at 80% HAMFI and we're dividing by the 

nber of affordable and available units for 80% HAMFI households.   

Speaker 3    00:13:04    A greater nber here means that you have more households than you do 

affordable and available units for 80% HAMFI thresholds. And so greater, a greater threshold here means 

you have insufficient affordable housing. And the third and final factor is widespread housing cost 

burden or substandard housing. Here we do the nber of a hundred percent HAMFI households 

experiencing housing problems and divide by the nber of 100% HAMFI households. A housing problem 

here is lack of complete plbing or kitchen facilifies overcrowding or greater than 50% cost burden. So if a 

household unit has any one of those three measures, they're included in that nerator. And the higher the 

nerator is and the smaller denominator, that means you have a higher prevalence of widespread housing 

cost burden or substandard housing, which is what we use for the calculafions.   

Speaker 3    00:13:55    And so those are the three calculafions and how they're done. So now it's the 

quesfion of how do you determine if you fall within one of those buckets? In order to do that, you will 

pull up the spreadsheet on the PRO Housing NOFO, the list of priority geographies, and here on the list 

of priority geographies, you'll see that we have jurisdicfion, state, county or place and priority geography. 

If you find your place and you find priority geography says yes, you will qualify for those 10 points and 

you will be a priority geography. I'm originally from Chandler, Arizona, and so here we see at the boftom, 

Chandler Arizona does not qualify, but you'll see that there's another sheet. And on the third sheet that 

says calculafions, you'll be able to understand exactly what is going on beneath the substance of the yes 

or no calculafions.   

Speaker 3    00:14:41    Once you go to the calculafion slide, you can see what is happening to determine 

if you're a priority jurisdicfion or not. So to look at this slide, we can start on Autauga County. We see 

that Autauga County under the priority geography does say yes, which means that they are a priority 

geography under the PRO Housing NOFO. And we know that they are because under the housing 

affordability factor, it is marked green. And if we look closer, we can see that their housing affordability 

factor of 1.16 surpasses the strict that the housing affordability FA factor state threshold for Alabama of 

1.14. We can see differently that the Bullock County does meet both the housing affordability factor but 

also the off pace factor here. The off pace factor means that your affordable housing is not keeping up 

with your populafion growth. The one in the middle, none of these meet in this snippet, but the housing 

problems factor is the one with h widespread housing cost burden or substandard housing. And so when 

you go into this spreadsheet, you should be able to determine exactly how your, how your geography 

qualifies or does not qualify for the program. I want to emphasize that these are for priority geographies, 

that this is a binary to get 10 points, but does not exclude you from submifting an applicafion is not an 

eligibility criteria, but it is a priority geography criteria. And with that, we'll take any quesfions that you 

may have.   

Speaker 1    00:16:11    Thanks again to Greg Miller from HUD's Office of Policy Development and 

Research. Next up we want to say a few words about addifional resources that HUD has related to 
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barriers to affordable housing. Addressing barriers to affordable housing is a key topic for HUD, and we 

have mulfiple addifional resources to support communifies and understanding what barriers they face 

and in understanding potenfial strategies to address those barriers. So a few resources we want to point 

you towards. One is that HUD has a website now dedicated to barriers to affordable housing. This is a 

landing page for barriers at located at the link shown on your screen, or if you just google HUD barriers 

to affordable housing, you'll find the webpage dedicated to barriers. And on this page you'll find a list of 

common barriers faced by communifies, and you'll also find recorded technical assistance sessions.   

Speaker 1    00:17:03    These are from HUD's TA providers and HUD grantees. And these cover topics 

such as an overview of barriers to affordable housing, data resources and tools to idenfify and address 

barriers, exisfing research on barriers. So what does the research say about best pracfices for addressing 

those barriers? And finally, community engagement and strategies and promising pracfices for engaging 

the community to address your barriers, so we do encourage you to check out the, the webpage, for 

barriers to affordable housing. You'll find a lot of helpful resources there. The other resource we want to 

direct your aftenfion to is, that HUD recently released our Affordable Housing Supply Toolkit. This is 

located on the HUD Exchange site. This toolkit highlights creafive models to expand the supply of 

affordable housing using CPDs annual funds and other financing streams. The resource includes a pair of 

guidebooks designed to provide introductory level informafion to those who want to understand more 

about affordable housing supply and strategies to address the affordability gap for low-income residents. 

The guidebooks connect equity considerafions to the development of affordable housing and address 

the need to culfivate and maintain partnerships to ensure community support. Case studies interspersed 

throughout these guidebooks demonstrate the successful outcome of local efforts to enact policy change 

and deploy innovafive financing strategies for affordable housing development across the country. So we 

do want to encourage you to make use of these helpful resources as you consider addressing your 

barriers to affordable housing.   

Speaker 1    00:18:38    I think we can move to the next slide. We are now transifioning to the Q&A 

porfion of the webinar. This will feature Jessie Handforth Kome, the director of HUD's Office of Block 

Grant Assistance, and Greg Miller from HUD's Office of Policy Development and Research. Before we 

begin, I want to say a word about the HUD Reform Act. So the, just so everyone knows, HUD 

compefifions are governed by the HUD Reform Act, which means that the NOFO is the definifive source 

for all informafion, for all quesfions and answers.  We cannot interpret the NOFO, but we can tell you 

whether something is in the NOFO or whether it's in the CDBG framework that the NOFO relies on. 

Finally, the HUD Reform Act does prohibit us from addressing quesfion related to prospecfive proposals 

or applicafions. So quesfions in the nature of whether a certain acfivity would be eligible or compefifive 

or not. Something that we can answer. That said, we will do our very best to answer the quesfions that 

we can. So please check the PRO Housing page for updated FAQs in the near future. We're going to have 

an updated FAQ sheet that incorporates quesfions that we have received over the past few weeks as 

we've begun our webinar series.  So keep an eye on that and tune into the subsequent webinars if we're 

not able to answer your quesfion today.   

Speaker 1    00:19:53     With that, let's begin. So Greg, I think this first quesfion is for you.  Greg 

indicated in his presentafion that we're measuring below 100% of the AMI will a specific breakdown be 

taken into account. So 80%, 60%, et cetera, or is it just generally under 100% AMI?   
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Speaker 4    00:20:18    Thanks for that quesfion. So for purposes of calculafing the priority geographies 

and jurisdicfions under this program, and this is solely for calculafing those priority jurisdicfions, two of 

the factors are calculated at the 80% HAMFI breakdown, and that is due to the way that we are given the 

data through the CHAS data. And one of the factors is computed at 100%. The one factor computed at 

100% HAMFI is the substandard housing factor and widespread housing cost burden. The two other 

factors that have to do with affordable and available units would be com are, are computed at the 80% 

breakdown. Thank you.   

Speaker 1    00:20:55    Thanks Greg.  Next quesfion is for Jessie. Please define acute demand.    

Speaker 5    00:21:06    Hi everybody, this is Jessie Handforth Kome, the NOFO doesn't use acute demand 

as a defined term. What it does is define acute demand by using the data. If you have a priority, 

geography as defined by the data, then our data is showing that it meets the definifion of acute demand. 

So it's an operafional definifion, in other words, instead of one in narrafive form.   

Speaker 1    00:21:42    Thanks, Jessie. We have another quesfion for you, Jesse.  The three indicators 

drasfically changed for our community in 2020 and the dataset in the spreadsheet covers 2009 to 2019. 

If we demonstrate acute need but are not listed in the spreadsheet, can we qualify for the 10 points?   

Speaker 5    00:22:05    We are using our dataset for the 10 points, but the acute demand factor has,  13 

points and there's a narrafive where you can respond and describe your geography and the data and 

work to pick up those, those points.   

Speaker 1    00:22:31    Thanks, Jesse, next up one person asks, and I can just take this one, one person 

asks where the link to the spreadsheet is. If we haven't already, we can put it in the chat, but that 

spreadsheet can be found on the PRO Housing website. The link looks like it's made it into the chat.  You 

could also just Google HUD PRO Housing, look for on that webpage, FY 23 Pro Housing List of Priority 

Geographies it'll pop up. So thanks for that one, let's move on to this next one here and I think Jesse will 

direct this to you. If your county is a priority geography, but the municipality is not, if the county is the 

applicant, how is the qualificafion determined?   

Speaker 5    00:23:23    Okay, I see actually a couple of quesfions in the chat along these lines. So if the 

county is a, a priority geography, but within it, a municipality is showing as not a priority geography, you 

must remember what the NOFO says is that you must,  primarily serve priority geographies you’re your 

approach, your proposed acfions. The other quesfion that's related to this is, somebody asked in the 

chat, I think something along the lines of there county showed is not a priority, but they are an emerging 

city, county government, and the place showed as a priority. That's an arfifact of the data set. You would, 

if you know, you, you pick the data that shows that the data, the area you want to serve is a priority 

geography, Greg might be able to tell you why that happens, but we are basically saying if there is data 

supporfing you being a priority geography, use that data within our dataset.   

Speaker 6    00:24:53    You may be muted.   

Speaker 5    00:24:56   Listen, everybody, I wanted to let the, the people that are aftending know that, 

we're actually all working together as a team to sort out all the quesfions that you're pufting in and 

we're gefting quite a lot of quesfions, so that we can make sure we get all the ones answered that we're 

allowed to answer. So there might be a couple of liftle pauses where we're sorfing out who's going to 

answer what. So just stay tuned. We're going to, we're going to get to everybody's quesfions. We hope.   



Date: August 17, 2023 
Title: 081723-848664-HUD-PRO 

Speaker 4    00:25:25    Yeah, Jesse, that, that, that is right. And I think it's because there are different 

thresholds also at the county and the place level, those thresholds are computed separately across the 

nafion and, and, and within states.  I did see that there was a quesfion on to a reminder of where this 

data is coming from. This is the comprehensive housing affordability strategies data. You can type in Chas 

HUD, it's the same data often used in consolidated plans and, and that is the data used for the 

calculafion to the thresholds.   

Speaker 5    00:26:03    Hey, somebody asked a related quesfion even to the ones I just, , asked sort of 

the inversion. What if you have a county that,  qualifies as priority geography, a place within it, a 

municipality that does not, and the locafion of what you want to do is in the place that does not qualify 

as priority geography, but it serves the place that does qualify. You're going to have to explain that really 

carefully, but that is a possible scenario if what you're doing is honestly serving the priority geography 

but is located outside it somehow. That's a tricky use case, but it is possible.  

Speaker 1    00:26:58    So I, I hope that was helpful for folks. I know we're gefting a lot of quesfions in 

the chat about that priority geography quesfion. So thanks, Jesse.  this one is also similar to one we 

touched on earlier, but since we've goften this a few fimes, I think we can sort of hammer this one home 

too. So I, I think, Jesse, this is for you. What if, because of recent changes in the economic status of our 

locafion, we can jusfify, some current condifions to demonstrate acute demand? Can we provide that 

jusfificafion in the applicafion?  

Speaker 5    00:27:30    Two  quesfions to unpack here. One is, again, we're using our data set for the 

automafic 10 points. Two, yes, you can provide the addifional informafion that you have and go after it in 

the three point narrafive.   

Speaker 0    00:27:48    Thanks,   

Speaker 1    00:27:48    One quick one that I've just seen come through the chat.  priority geography is 10 

points out of how many total points.  the need factor is 35 points and, the total amount of points in the 

rafing factors at up to 100. Jesse, let's move on to this next quesfion for you. Are state housing finance 

agencies eligible for this grant? Or maybe more generally are state agencies eligible for this grant?   

Speaker 5    00:28:29    Is Robert on, this is really a state CDBG kind of quesfion. Robert, governors for 

states can designate the agency, the state agency that, administers their programs, correct?   

Speaker 7    00:28:47    Yeah, let's be here. See, this is Robert Peterson. Hello everyone.  Yeah, that would 

default to the Housing Community Development Act definifion of the state, which does include an 

agency designated by the governor.   

Speaker 5    00:29:05    So, I know in the home program we see housing finance agencies fairly typically, 

but in CDBG, we don't see them as often. We will triple check that and get an FAQ out about that. But,  

provisionally, I would say that if a governor designates a state agency as if you know the same as you can 

do in state CDBG, that that would work. I mean, it doesn't have to be the same agency as state CDBG, 

but it has to be designated the same way.   

Speaker 1    00:30:00    Here's a quesfion that looks like it's come through a couple of fimes. This is for 

Jesse. Is there a cutoff score for awarding based on the rafing factors?   

Speaker 5    00:30:11   The NOFO does not include a cutoff score.   
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Speaker 4    00:30:57    Hey, I'm seeing one quesfion asking if a city has to have this priority jurisdicfion to 

apply, you do not have to have priority status to apply. It is simply just to receive those 10 points and, 

and I want to make sure people are not confused about that. You do not need to have priority status to 

apply.   

Speaker 5    00:31:18    The priority status item is actually a direct pass through from the law. So this is 

something Congress told HUD is to include priority geographies, and they told us what to base it on, but 

the law didn't say we could only fund priority geographies. When talking about TIFF or TID funds as 

match dollars we allow non-federal funds that you can firmly commit, firmly obligate. So, you know, I 

don't think we name a source that you can or can't include within that class.   

Speaker 1    00:32:33    Thanks, Jesse.   

Speaker 5    00:32:45     The team's flagged another one for me. The environmental review does not need 

to be done and come in with your applicafion. We are using 24 CFR part 50 or 24 CFR part 58, depending 

on whether you are not a CDBG enfitlement or whether you are a unit of general local government or a 

CDBG enfitlement, and the environmental reviews would be completed prior to use of funds, but after I 

did any award, which is the same as the regular CDBG answer.   

Speaker 1    00:33:28    Jesse, we have received a few quesfions in the chat asking about, matching funds. 

Can you maybe describe the difference between match and leverage and, and talk about how leverage 

works in the PRO Housing compefifion?   

Speaker 5    00:33:44    Right. Match would be, required match a go no go decision for funding. You either 

you had to show up with your match or you couldn't be considered. Leverage is a scored factor based on 

the percentage, the proporfion of leverage that you brought. So, if you don't bring any leverage, you 

don't pick up any of the points. If you bring a high proporfion of leverage, you can pick up more points. 

And so that's the main difference and we also made an excepfion and in this one to what we've done in 

the past with CDBG compefifions and we asked for non-federal funds or firmly commifted monefized 

staff hours for the project. Because we know a lot of this is likely to be involved staff fime. Are there 

other like match leverage kind of quesfions?   

Speaker 1    00:34:56    There were a few. One is asking about documentafion required.   

Speaker 5    00:35:02    Yeah, basically a lawyer needs to say that it's firmly commifted, however you 

show us that the funds are firmly commifted.   

Speaker 1    00:35:17    Jesse, I think I'll move on to a non leverage quesfion for you. Can funding be used 

for removing barriers to access affordable housing that has already been built?   

Speaker 5    00:35:35    I find that quesfion confusing. , not quite sure how to answer it.   

Speaker 1    00:35:42    I think we would direct the audience to the eligible acfivifies in the NOFO that,  

provide a list of sample eligible acfivifies that I hope would be helpful.   

Speaker 5    00:35:54    Yeah, if you want to clarify in the chat, I don't quite know what to do with that 

quesfion because there has to have been access to the site to build the housing. So maybe it, it, maybe 

it's an infrastructure quesfion, but I don't. 
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Speaker 1    00:36:13    For Greg, I think we've answered this, but,  it seems like it's come in a few fimes. 

So Greg, could you maybe remind us the source of the data that we pulled for these calculafions?   

Speaker 4    00:36:25    Yeah, so that's, that's the CHAS data, from HUD and, I saw another quesfion come 

through.  to clarify, these, these calculafions are all , the affordable and available is calculafions from that 

CHASS data? It's a HUD calculafion that we do using the CHASS data and then we also use populafion 

data for the, for the populafion change from 2019 to 2009. That is separate from CHASS data.   

Speaker 5    00:37:11    I see, I see another agency quesfion. The, one of the reasons we're using DRGR is 

because it's easier for us if a state wants to designate a different agency than is handling their CDBG-DRR 

or their CDBG programs, then that's possible. We can accommodate that with cifies and counfies. The 

chief elected official, or somefimes the city or county manager, you know, the chief official, but usually 

chief elected signs, and they can, you know, use any of their staff to administer. We are not trying to 

dictate that, but you're going to have to convince us, you know, that you are, when you're doing your 

Soundness of Approach and your Capacity factors that you know, that you meet all the things we're 

asking in the NOFO. Leverage funds can be other federal grant funds if that program, that federal 

program allows its funds to be used as match, a lot of them don't. And we're not experts on which 

programs do or don't, except we can tell you that CDBG does have the statutory excepfion to be allowed 

to use as match as if it's local funds.   

Speaker 4    00:39:06    I see. There's a quesfion asking about what a place in a county is. These, these are 

census designafions as we receive them through census, so in certain areas, as we've discussed earlier, is 

a certain example of a place in a county. It might look a liftle different depending on what jurisdicfion 

you're applying as.   

Speaker 5    00:39:32    We have a mulfi-jurisdicfional enfity quesfion. Mulfi-jurisdicfional means 

jurisdicfions. They have to be actual units of general local government who are banding together. So it 

wouldn't qualify, mulfiple nonprofits covering a lot of geography, but they can come in as, you know, part 

of the approach with a mulfi-jurisdicfional enfity that involve the jurisdicfions or they can partner with 

one of the jurisdicfions to cover a priority geography or mulfiple priority geographies. There are some 

states who have programs with the same name PRO Housing designafion. You don't have to have a 

designafion from anybody that, you know, HUD doesn't designate <laugh> PRO Housing jurisdicfions. So 

that's not a condifion of our compefifion, our PRO Housing compefifion. I'm sorry, we all thought this 

was a great term, like all more or less at the same fime. So, no, you don't have to have that designafion. 

We’re asked if residenfial rehabilitafion is an eligible acfivity. It is listed in the NOFO as an eligible acfivity. 

Colin, are you seeing some other stuff or Greg?   

Speaker 1    00:42:09    I think a lot of the quesfions we have. I think a lot of them relate to the priority 

geography topic that we have addressed. I am seeing one general one, Greg, would you mind just 

menfioning what the three data points that we measured were just a quick, quick glance at those three?   

Speaker 4    00:42:35    Yeah, the, the, the presentafion covered those, those three factors. One of the 

factors is widespread housing cost burden and substandard housing, which measures your prevalence of 

those two phenomena of widespread housing cost burden and substandard housing. Another factor 

measures the amount of affordable and available units for 80% HAMFI for households at 80% HAMFI. 

And the third one measures the change in the number of affordable and available units from 2019 to 

2009 as compared to the change in populafion.   
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Speaker 1    00:43:15    Thanks, Greg. One quesfion I have for you, Jesse, that I, I hope will be helpful for 

our aftendees on the call.  The version of the NOFO on the PRO Housing website right now is technically 

the NOFO preview. When will the final published NOFO be released or published?   

Speaker 5    00:43:41    I believe we're on track for the first week in September is the planning date. And 

we will post on the PRO Housing website and let everybody know when it gets into grant solufions and 

probably put out a blast on various email lists and stuff like that. Somebody asked, what is CHASS data? 

Robert, if you're sfill around, you want to take a swing at that?   

Speaker 7    00:44:23    Sorry about that. I's gefting back to the right screen.  Our CHASS data is published 

by HUD and the acronym stands for, yeah, just to be sure. Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy.   

Speaker 5    00:44:59    The expected deadline. We got a quesfion or two about what's the expected 

deadline once we do publish. We're shoofing for October 30th. I know it's one day short, but I didn't 

want a Halloween deadline.   

Speaker 1    00:45:25    Great. Well I think with all those quesfions answered, we're going to go ahead 

and close out for the afternoon.  Thank you so much to Jesse and Greg for helping to answer our 

quesfions. And thank you so much to our aftendees for joining us this afternoon.  I do want to point out 

a couple of things before you hop off.  we have another webinar coming up next week that is Thursday, 

August 24th. And that webinar will focus on FAQs. So not just quesfions related to data, but any 

quesfions you may have if they are frequently asked, if they are quesfions that have come in through 

these webinars or through the PRO Housing inbox, we will do our best to answer them there. So please 

do aftend that. As I menfioned earlier, the link to sign up for that is currently on the PRO Housing 

webpage, so please visit the PRO Housing webpage and, and use that link to sign up for next Thursday's F 

AQ webinar. Don't forget too that in addifion to our webinars, you can always email us at CDBG-

PROhousing@hud.gov. So send us your quesfions there anyfime, and our team will do our very best to 

get you a response by the next business day. With all that said, we again, really appreciate you joining us 

this afternoon. We hope to see you all next week and wish you all a great rest of your afternoon. So 

thanks so much and we'll talk to you soon. <silence>.  


