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Priority Jurisdictions
Calculating and Determining Priority Status



• Pathways to Removing Obstacles to Housing, or PRO Housing, 
is a competitive grant being administered by HUD.

• PRO Housing seeks to identify and remove barriers to 
affordable housing production and preservation

• PRO Housing uses the Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) statutory and regulatory framework.

What are PRO Housing grants for?



What is HUD prioritizing in 
the PRO Housing competition?

HUD will prioritize applicants that demonstrate: 

• progress and a commitment to overcoming local barriers to 
facilitate the increase in affordable housing production and 
preservation

• an acute demand for housing affordable to households with 
incomes below 100 percent of the area median income.



Rating Factor a. Need 



Need – ii. Do you have acute demand?
You will be awarded ten (10) points if your application primarily 
serves a priority geography that has an affordable housing need 
greater than a threshold calculation for one of three measures: 

• Affordable housing not keeping pace, 

• Insufficient affordable housing

• Widespread housing cost burden or substandard housing

• HUD has provided a spreadsheet identifying each of these 
geographies on its website. To see whether your jurisdiction meets 
the criteria to receive points, visit  
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/pro_housi
ng and view the spreadsheet

https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/pro_housing
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/pro_housing


Priority Jurisdictions 

• NOFO V.A.1.a.ii

• 10 points awarded for being a 
priority jurisdiction

• Binary: 10 points or no points

• Determined by scoring on any of 
three measures of acute housing 
demand



Threshold Calculations 
• Thresholds determined at the place and 

county level

• Priority Jurisdiction status is awarded if 
your jurisdiction has a measure with a 
score greater than either:

• Top 10% of similar-level jurisdictions 
nationwide, computed using populations 
greater than 50,000

• Top 5% of similar-level jurisdictions 
statewide

• All calculations use the Comprehensive 
Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) 
data



HUD Area Median Family Income (HAMFI)
The median family income calculated by HUD for each jurisdiction, to determine 
Fair Market Rents (FMRs) and income limits for HUD programs. HAMFI will not necessarily 
be the same as other calculations of median incomes (such as a simple Census number), 
due to a series of adjustments that are made.

Affordable and Available Units
Units that are both affordable and either vacant or not occupied 
by higher income households

Housing Cost Burden
Spending more than 50% of household income on housing costs

Definitions 



Insufficient Affordable Housing

• For households under 80% HAMFI thresholds, compare the number of 
“Affordable and Available Units” to the number of households.

Affordable Housing Not Keeping Pace
• For households under 80% HAMFI thresholds, compare trends of 

population growth to trends in housing supply

Widespread Housing Cost Burden or Substandard Housing

• Among households under 100% HAMFI, calculate prevalence of 
housing problems.

The Factors 



Affordable Housing Not Keeping Pace

The Factor Calculations 

Change in population Change in Affordable and 
Available Housing for 80% 
HAMFI 

Affordable and Available: 
The number of housing units affordable to 80% HAMFI households 
and available to 80% HAMFI households.
Available – The unit is not occupied by a household >80% HAMFI



The Factor Calculations 

Affordable and Available: 
The number of housing units affordable to 80% HAMFI households 
and available to 80% HAMFI households.
Available – The unit is not occupied by a household >80% HAMFI

Insufficient Affordable Housing

Number of 80% HAMFI households

Number of Affordable and Available units for 80% 
HAMFI households



The Factor Calculations 

Housing Problem: 
- Lacking complete plumbing or kitchen facilities
- Overcrowded
- >50% cost burden

Number of 100% HAMFI households 
experiencing housing problem

Number of 100% HAMFI households

Widespread Housing Cost Burden or Substandard Housing



Determining if an applicant is a 
Priority Geography



Determining if an applicant is a 
Priority Geography



Questions?
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