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INTRODUCTION

Fort Bend County is located in the southwestern part of the Houston metropolitan area. The U.S.
Census Bureau estimated the County’s population in 2021 at 858,527 persons. Fort Bend County’s
population is identified as one the most diverse counties in the nation. The County is a majority
minority County.

Table 1: Population by Race and Ethnicity, Fort Bend County, 2021

Race and Hispanic Origin Number Percent
White Non-Hispanic 259,275 30.2%
Hispanic or Latino Alone 218,924 25.5%
Black or African American Alone 188,017 21.9%
Asian Alone 185,442 21.6%
Other 6,010 0.7%
Total 857,668 99.9%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Quick Facts, Fort Bend County, Texas, 2023

Fort Bend County covers 855 square miles and only the parts of the County near the City of
Houston have access to mass transit. Fort Bend County has been one of the fastest growing
counties in the United States in the last few decades. In addition, Fort Bend County is one of the
wealthiest counties in the State of Texas. The continued growth of the County has made it an
attractive destination for people seeking employment and housing. However, the development of
non-profit services and housing organizations have lagged behind the population growth and
development of the County.

Fort Bend County’s service area for U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
Programs include the unincorporated area of the County and the incorporated areas of the County
that have entered into interlocal agreements with the County. The incorporated areas include
Arcola, Beasley, Fairchilds, Fulshear, Kendleton, Meadows Place, Needville, Orchard, Pleak,
Richmond, Rosenberg, Simonton, Stafford, Sugar Land and Thompsons. The service area does
not include Katy, Houston, Missouri City, Pearland or Weston Lakes. Fort Bend County’s HUD
Service Area population is estimated at 540,900 persons. The low and moderate-income
population is estimated at 139,585 persons or 25.81% of the total service area population.

HOME-ARP Introduction

The HUD has notified Fort Bend County that it has been allocated $3,322,057.00 in HOME-ARP
Program funds. In order to receive the HOME-ARP grant, the County is required to submit a
HOME-ARP Allocation Plan to HUD for review and approval. The HOME-ARP Allocation Plan
must describe how the County intends to distribute its HOME-ARP funds, including how it will
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use these funds to address the needs of HOME-ARP qualifying populations. The HOME-ARP
qualifying populations are listed below.
Qualifying Populations:

HOME-ARP funds must be used to primarily benefit individuals or families from the following
qualifying populations:

o Homeless, as defined in section 103(a) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
(42 U.S.C. 11302(a));

e At-risk of homelessness, as defined in section 401(1) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11360(1));

o Fleeing, or attempting to flee, domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking,
or human trafficking, as defined by the Secretary;

o In other populations where providing supportive services or assistance under section 212(a)
of the Act (42 U.S.C. 12742(a)) would prevent the family’s homelessness or would serve
those with the greatest risk of housing instability;

e Veterans and families that include a veteran family member that meet one of the preceding
criteria.

Eligible Activities:

HOME-ARP funds can be used for four eligible activities:

1. Production or Preservation of Affordable Housing

2. Tenant-Based Rental Assistance (TBRA)

3. Supportive Services, including services defined at24 CFR 578.53(e), homeless
prevention services, and housing counseling.

4. Purchase and Development of Non-Congregate Shelter. These structures can remain in
use as non-congregate shelter or can be converted to:
1) emergency shelter under the Emergency Solutions Grant program;
2) permanent housing under the Continuum of Care; or
3) affordable housing under the HOME Program.

Administrative and Operating Funding:

HOME-ARP provides up to 15% of the allocation for administrative and planning costs. In
addition, HOME-ARP can provide up to 5% of its allocation for operating costs of Community
Housing Development Organizations (CHDOs), other non-profit organizations, and homeless
providers. Additional HOME-ARP funding is available to these organizations for capacity
building activities.

HOME-ARP Allocation Plan:

HUD issued guidance and a template for the HOME-ARP Allocation Plan. Fort Bend County
Allocation Plan will follow the template. The County’s HOME-ARP allocation plan must include:

A summary of the consultation process and results of upfront consultation;
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A summary of comments received through the public participation process and a summary of any
comments or recommendations not accepted and the reasons why;
A description of HOME-ARP qualifying populations within the jurisdiction;

An assessment of unmet needs of each qualifying population;

An assessment of gaps in housing and shelter inventory, homeless assistance and services, and
homelessness prevention service delivery system;

A summary of the planned use of HOME-ARP funds for eligible activities based on the unmet
needs of the qualifying populations;

An estimate of the number of housing units for qualifying populations the COUNTY will produce
or preserve with its HOME-ARP allocation; and

A description of any preferences for individuals and families in a particular qualifying population
or a segment of a qualifying population.
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CONSULTATION

Describe the consultation process including methods used and dates of consultation:

Before developing the HOME-ARP allocation plan, the County was required to consult with
agencies and service providers whose clientele include the HOME-ARP qualifying populations to
identify unmet needs and gaps in housing or service delivery systems. In addition, the County had
to use the consultation process to determine the HOME-ARP eligible activities currently taking
place within its jurisdiction and potential collaborations for administering HOME-ARP. The
consultation process provides the basis for the County’s strategy for distributing HOME-ARP
funds or eligible activities to best meet the needs of qualifying populations. At a minimum, the
County was required to consult with the CoC(s) serving the jurisdiction’s geographic area,
homeless and domestic violence service providers, veterans’ groups, public housing agencies
(PHAS), public agencies that address the needs of the qualifying populations, and public or private
organizations that address fair housing, civil rights, and the needs of persons with disabilities.

In this section, the County must describe the consultation process including the methods used and
dates of consultation:

At the beginning of the public participation process, FBCCDD identified the homeless and
domestic violence service providers, veterans’ groups, public housing agencies (PHAs), public
agencies that address the needs of the qualifying populations, and public or private organizations
that address fair housing, civil rights, and the needs of persons with disabilities that had to be
consulted. In addition to the emails of the public notices and public hearings, the agencies on the
consultation list were sent a letter via email requesting their input into the development of the
HOME-ARP Allocation Plan.

Table 2: List the organizations consulted

éﬁﬁ:ﬁt/glrg Type of Agency/Org léq:;gsﬁz?tgon Feedback
Coalition for the Homeless Continuum of Virtual Meeting = Reviewed 2022 Point
Homeless Care (CoC) & Consultation | in Time Count Data
Houston/Harris Letter for FBC and number
County/Fort Bend of emergency shelters;
County Offered assistance
Fort Bend County | Domestic Violence Consultation Provided in person
Women’s Center Emergency Shelter and Letter feedback at public and
(FBCWC _ Service Provider community meetings
and provided data.
Parks Youth Ranch | Youth Emergency Shelter | Consultation Provided in person
(PYR) and Service Provider Letter feedback at public and
community meetings
and provided data
Family Promise Homeless Housing and Consultation Provided in person
Service Provider Letter, public feedback at public and
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Endeavors

Child Advocates of
Fort Bend

Hope Fort Bend
Clubhouse

FBC Health &
Human Services
TDHCA

Rainbow of Love

Salvation Army

Catholic Charities

Texana Mental
Health

The Alliance

Finding Destiny

Homeless, Migrant,
Veterans, Mental Health
and Disaster Service
Provider.

Abused & Neglected
Children and their
families/DV; trafficking

Mental Health Provider

Health & Social Service
Provider

State of Texas Housing
and Service Provider
Counseling, & Family
Services and Classes

Homeless shelter and
service Provider
Homeless Prevention and
Services provider;

Senior Services provider

Mental Health provider

Social, Education and
Wellness Services

Social Service Provider

meetings,
emails
Consultation
Letter & Public
Meeting

Consultation
Letter, email,
phone call

Consultation
Letter

Virtual Meeting
& email

Public
Meetings,
emails, in-
person meeting

Consultation
Letter
Consultation
Letter

Consultation
Letter

Consultation
Letter,
Community
Meeting
Consultation
Letter, Public
Meeting

community meetings
and provided data.
Provided in person
feedback at public and
community meetings,
provided data and
written comments;
Attended Public
Meeting

Email; Provided a
letter of need
regarding the housing
stability of youth in
foster care; Attended
public meeting
Provided information
and written comments
Provided FBC HHS
Strategic Plan & data
and written comments
Provided their Public
Participation Process.
Attended Public
Meeting. Provided
information regarding
At-Risk families and
persons and written
comments
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Daya

Rosenberg PHA

Grace Under Fire

FB Seniors

Attack Poverty

Literacy Volunteers

HAUCDC

Habitat For
Humanity

House of Esther

The Sanctuary

United Way
NAACP

Fair Housing
Center
Brazos Bend

Children At Risk

Texas Dept. of

Health and Human

Services

Domestic Violence/
Trafficking Service
Provider

Housing Provider

Veterans Services

Senior Services Providers

Housing and Service
Provider

Literacy Services

Housing Provider

Housing Provider

Homeless women,
children, pregnant women,
at-risk youth

Foster children; youth
aging out of foster care, at-
risk youth

Social Service Provider

Civil Rights Organization
Fair Housing Organization

Disabled Persons
Guardianship Services
Child Service
Organization/Advocate
Public Service Provider

Consultation
Letter

Consultation
Letter
Consultation
Letter,
Community
Meeting
Consultation
Letter

Consultation
Letter,
Community
Meeting
Consultation
Letter
Consultation
Letter

Consultation
Letter

Consultation
Letter

Consultation
Letter

Consultation
Letter
Consultation
Letter
Consultation
Letter
Consultation
Letter
Consultation
Letter
Consultation
Letter

Phone call inquiry.

Phone call. Attended
Public Meeting.
Provided demographic
information regarding
their at-risk clients

Provided
demographics
information regarding
at-risk clients.
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US Vet Veteran’s Housing Consultation Provided email

Provider Letter expressing interest in
Fort Bend County
HOME-ARP Program
funding.
ARC Disabled Persons Consultation

Coalition for the Homeless Houston/Harris County:

The Coalition for the Homeless of Houston/Harris County is a 501¢3 non-profit that is the lead
agency for the homeless response system for Harris, Fort Bend and Montgomery Counties, Texas.
The Way Home is the name for the local TX-700 Continuum of Care (CoC). The Way Home Is
made up of more than 100 partners from all areas of the community, including homeless service
agencies, local governments, public housing authorities, the local Veterans Affairs office, and
other nonprofits and community stakeholders. The Way Home three county region is 3,711 square
miles, an area larger than the state of Rhode Island, 1,214 square miles.

FBCCDD met virtually with representatives from the Coalition for the Homeless on February 8,
2023. During the meeting, CoC staff reviewed the 2023 Point in Time Count for Fort Bend County
and the availability of data and information on qualifying populations and the gaps in housing and
service needs in Fort Bend County. The Coalition will review the draft HOME-ARP allocation
plan.

Summarize feedback received and results of upfront consultation with these entities:

FBCWC: Provided data regarding their clients. The FBCWC stated that they need a non-
congregate shelter, rental assistance, services and affordable rental housing for their clients.

PYR: Provided data regarding their clients. PYR suggested that the maximum amount of capacity-
building HOME-ARP should be budgeted.

Family Promise: Provide data regarding their clients. Family Promise stated that they need rental
assistance, services, and affordable rental and owner housing for their clients.

Endeavors: Provided written information on housing assistance and services for their clients,
persons. Their clients are an at-risk population including veterans.

CASA: Provided a letter of need detailing housing instability among youth in foster care.
Hope Fort Bend Clubhouse: Provide written information regarding the housing and service needs
of their clients, adults with mental health diagnosis. Their clients are an at-risk and vulnerable

population.

FBC H&HS: Provided the County’s Community Health Assessment. The need for housing was
identified as one of the five health priorities in the County. Only 23 percent of the housing in the
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County is renter-occupied. A person needs an annual salary of $48,320 to afford a two-bedroom
unit at FMR in the County. Persons making a minimum wage salary would need 3.2 full-time jobs
to afford two-bedroom units at FMR in the County. Eleven percent of FBC households are cost
burdened. Thirty-two of their survey respondents indicated affordable housing a missing
community resource.

TDHCA: Provided their public participation process.

Rainbow of Love: Provided written information regarding the need for housing units for single
and small families for their targeting populations: Homeless students, young adults, household
with small children, Survivors of domestic violence, Persons with HIV/AIDS and persons that are
chronically homeless.

Arc: Provided written comments regarding the needs of their clients.

FB Seniors: Provided data regarding their at-risk clients: sixty-four percent own their home, forty-
eight percent use a walker and/or a cane, and thirty-three percent live alone.

US Vets: Provided email expressing interest in Fort Bend County HOME-ARP Program funding.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

During the development of the HOME-ARP allocation plan, the County must have provided for
and encouraged citizen participation in the development of the HOME-ARP allocation plan.
Before submitting the HOME-ARP allocation plan to HUD, the County was required to provide
residents with reasonable notice and an opportunity to comment on the proposed HOME-ARP
allocation plan of no less than 15 calendar days. The County was required to follow its adopted
requirements for “reasonable notice and an opportunity to comment” for plan amendments in its
current citizen participation plan. In addition, the County was required to hold at least one public
hearing during the development of the HOME-ARP allocation plan prior to submitting the plan to
HUD.

For the purposes of HOME-ARP, the County was required to make the following information
available to the public:

The amount of HOME-ARP funds the COUNTY will receive.
The range of activities the COUNTY may undertake.

The County was required to consider any comments or views of residents received in writing, or
orally at a public hearing, when preparing the HOME-ARP allocation plan. In its plan, the County
was required to describe its public participation process, including any efforts made to broaden
public participation. In the plan, the County must also include a summary of comments and
recommendations received through the public participation process and any comments or
recommendations not accepted and the reasons why.

Throughout the HOME-ARP allocation plan public participation process, the County was required
to follow its applicable fair housing and civil rights requirements and procedures for effective
communication, accessibility and reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities and
providing meaningful access to participation by limited English proficient (LEP) residents that are
in its current citizen participation plan as required by 24 CFR 91.105 and 91.115.

Describe the public participation process, including information about and the dates of the
public comment period and public hearing (s) held during the development of the plan:

Fort Bend County Public Participation Process:

In this section the County was required to describe the public participation process, including
information about and the dates of the public comment period and public hearing(s) held during
the development of the plan including date(s) of public notice, public comment period, and date(s)
of public hearing. In addition, the County is required to describe efforts to broaden public
participation, summarize the comments and recommendations, and summarize any comments or
recommendations not accepted and state the reasons why.

Fort Bend County’s HOME-ARP Allocation Plan public participation process involved emails,
public notices, three public meetings and two public hearings. In addition, this process included
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public outreach at community meetings. The FBCCDD maintains a list of interested cities and
organizations. The Community Development Department emailed the first public notice to the
non-profits on the FBCCDD list. This list was supplemented by people that signed up during the
community and public meetings. The dates of the public notices, meetings and hearings are listed
below.

First Public Meetings Notice Sunday, January 15, 2023
First Public Meeting Tuesday, January 24, 2023
Second Public Meeting Tuesday, January 31, 2023
First Public Hearing Notice Sunday, January 29, 2023
First Public Hearing Tuesday, February 7, 2023
Comment Period Public Notice Sunday, February 19, 2023
Third Public Meeting Thursday, March 2, 2023
Second Public Hearing Notice Sunday, March 5, 2023
Second Public Hearing Tuesday, March 7, 2023
FBC Commissioner’s Court Approval (scheduled) Tuesday, March 28, 2023

The fifteen-day public comment for the draft HOME-ARP Allocation Plan began on February 24,
2023, and ended on March 10, 2023. A summary of the written comments received during the
comment period are included below. The Fort Bend County HOME-ARP Allocation Plan is
scheduled to be approved by Fort Bend County Commissioners Court on Tuesday, March 28,
2023.

Public Meetings and Hearing Summaries:

Tuesday, January 24, 2023, Public Meeting: A public meeting was held. Six people attended,
representing four organizations. The comments regarded the qualifying populations’ eligibility
versus low-and moderate-income eligibility, the availability of HOME-ARP funds.

Tuesday, January 31, 2023, Public Meeting: A public meeting was held. Seven people attended
representing four organizations. The comments regarded what information and data the County
needed for the Allocation Plan,

Tuesday, February 7, 2023, Public Hearing: A Public Hearing was held as part of FBC
Commissioners Court. There were no comments regarding the service or housing needs of the
HOME —ARP qualifying populations or eligible activities.
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The Fort Bend County Community Development Department (FBCCDD) conducted HOME-ARP
outreach at three community meetings.

FBCCDD Public Notice Email: The FBCCDD maintains a list of interested cities and
organizations. This list was supplemented by persons that signed up during the community and

public meeting and persons that contact the Community Development Department interested in
the HOME ARP Program.

Tuesday, February 7, 2023, FB Recovers Meeting: FBCCDD distributed 35 HOME-ARP
handouts to interested persons. Eleven people representing ten organizations signed-up for the
FBC HOME-ARP mailing list. Endeavors submitted written comments to the County.

Friday, February 10, 2023, Fort Bend Connect Meeting: FBCCDD distributed 25 HOME-ARP
handouts to interested persons. Eight people representing six organizations signed up for the FBC
HOME-ARP mailing list. FB Clubhouse submitted written comments to the County.

Monday, February 13, 2023, Affordable Housing Workgroup Meeting: FBCCDD distributed five
HOME-ARP handouts to interested persons. Six people representing six organizations signed up
for the FBC HOME-ARP mailing list.

Thursday, March 2, 2023, Public Meeting: A public meeting was held. Eight people attended
representing five organizations. The comments included increasing the amount of funding for
non-profit capacity building, when would the HOME-ARP Program applications be available, and
what information and data the County still needed for the Allocation Plan. Service providers
wanted to know if they could limit their program and/or facilities to only one population like youth
at risk or women with children.

Tuesday, March 7, 2023, Public Hearing: A Public Hearing was held as part of FBC
Commissioners Court. There were no comments regarding the HOME-ARP Allocation Plan.

Efforts to broaden public participation:

The FBCCDD emailed the first public notice to the non-profits on the FBCCDD mailing list on
January 19, 2023. In addition to the first two public meetings, FBCCDD attended three community
meetings and distributed HOME-ARP summaries and fact sheets. Interested persons were asked
to sign up for the FBCCDD HOME-ARP mailing lists. Their contact information was added to
the mailing list. They received the public notices for the HOME-ARP Allocation Plan draft
comment period, the March 7 public hearing, the HOME ARP Allocation Plan draft and will
receive any future emails regarding the County’s Request of Proposals (applications) for the
HOME-ARP Program funds.

Summary of the comments and recommendations received through the public participation
process either in writing, or orally at a public hearing:

Several people wanted clarification regarding the qualifying populations.
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Several homeless service providers wanted to know if they could limit their proposed HOME-ARP
facilities clients to only one population, youth at risk or women with children.

The Affordable Housing Workshop Group developed an Affordable Housing Proposal. This
proposal was a multi-phase project that will address the need for homeless shelter, housing and
services. Phase one includes developing emergency shelters, transitional housing, community
housing, affordable rental housing and affordable homeownership for the residents of Fort Bend
County. The Affordable Housing Group presented this proposal to Commissioners Court in a
workshop session on March 7, 2023. This proposal would use the HOME-ARP program funds,
ARP and Treasury ERA funds for the first phase of this initiative. No action was taken on this
proposal.

Summary any comments or recommendations not accepted and state the reasons why:

There were very few recommendations submitted during the HOME-ARP Allocation Plan process.
The only recommendations not accepted were proposed project summaries submitted by some of
the non-profits. One non-profit wanted to present their HOME-ARP proposed shelter project
directly to Commissioner’s Court during the comment period and bypass the HOME-ARP
allocation process. Another non-profit recommended that they needed to be awarded the entire
amount of HOME-ARP Program funds. Both these project recommendations were not accepted
since they would circumvent the County’s future Request for Proposals process.
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND GAPS ANALYSIS

Fort Bend County (FBC) conducted a comprehensive evaluation to determine the size and
demographic characteristics of populations eligible for HOME-ARP assistance. The goal was to
identify their unmet needs and gaps in the county's existing shelter, housing inventory, and service
delivery system.

To accurately assess the scale and composition of eligible populations, FBC engaged in
consultations with various organizations, stakeholders, and the public. Multiple resources were
utilized, including the HUD Comprehensive Housing Affordability Data (CHAS), 2023 Point-in-
Time Count (PIT Count), 2021 Housing Inventory Count (HIC), U.S. Census Data, and other
relevant data sources.

It is important to note that the estimated number of individuals experiencing homelessness may be
underestimated due to factors such as the impact of COVID-19. However, the following
information serves as the basis for the needs assessment and gaps analysis, relying on the most up-
to-date available data.

The needs assessment and gaps analysis will serve as a solid foundation for FBC's development of
a comprehensive plan to address the unmet needs of HOME-ARP eligible populations. The focus
will be on increasing the availability of affordable housing, providing essential supportive services,
and facilitating coordination among service providers.

Describe the size and demographic composition of qualifying populations within the PJ’s
boundaries.

HUD requires HOME-ARP funds be used to primarily benefit individuals and families in specified
HOME-ARP “qualifying populations.” Qualifying populations include, but are not limited to:

. Individuals and families experiencing homelessness

. Individuals and families at-risk of homelessness

. Individuals and families fleeing or attempting to flee domestic violence, dating
violence, sexual assault, stalking, or human trafficking

. Other populations for whom supportive services or assistance would prevent

homelessness or serve those with the greatest risk of housing instability
Individuals and families experiencing homelessness as defined in 24 CFR 91.5:

Homeless (1), (2), or (3):
(1) An individual or family who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence,
meaning:

(1) An individual or family with a primary nighttime residence that is a public or
private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping
accommodation for human beings, including a car, park, abandoned building, bus
or train station, airport, or camping ground;
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)

)

(i)

(iii)

An individual or family living in a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter
designated to provide temporary living arrangements (including congregate
shelters, transitional housing, and hotels and motels paid for by charitable
organizations or by federal, state, or local government programs for low-income
individuals); or

An individual who is exiting an institution where he or she resided for 90 days or
less and who resided in an emergency shelter or place not meant for human
habitation immediately before entering that institution;

An individual or family who will imminently lose their primary nighttime residence,

provided that:

(1) The primary nighttime residence will be lost within 14 days of the date of
application for homeless assistance;

(11) No subsequent residence has been identified; and

(iii)  The individual or family lacks the resources or support networks, e.g., family,

friends, faith-based or other social networks needed to obtain other permanent
housing;

Unaccompanied youth under 25 years of age, or families with children and youth, who do
not otherwise qualify as homeless under this definition, but who:

(1)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Are defined as homeless under section 387 of the Runaway and Homeless Youth
Act (42 U.S.C. 5732a), section 637 of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9832), section
41403 of the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 14043e-2), section
330(h) of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254b(h)), section 3 of the Food
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2012), section 17(b) of the Child Nutrition Act
of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786(b)), or section 725 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11434a);

Have not had a lease, ownership interest, or occupancy agreement in permanent
housing at any time during the 60 days immediately preceding the date of
application for homeless assistance;

Have experienced persistent instability as measured by two moves or more during
the 60-day period immediately preceding the date of applying for homeless
assistance; and

Can be expected to continue in such status for an extended period of time because
of chronic disabilities, chronic physical health or mental health conditions,
substance addiction, histories of domestic violence or childhood abuse (including
neglect), the presence of a child or youth with a disability, or two or more barriers
to employment, which include the lack of a high school degree or General
Education Development (GED), illiteracy, low English proficiency, a history of
incarceration or detention for criminal activity, and a history of unstable
employment;

Sheltered and Unsheltered Homeless in Harris, Fort Bend, and Montgomery Counties

According to the Coalition for the Homeless of Houston/Harris County's 2023 Point-in-Time
Homeless Count & Survey (PIT), the number of people experiencing homelessness in Harris, Fort
Bend, and Montgomery counties on the night of January 23, 2023, was 3,270. This figure
represents an 18% decrease compared to 2022, primarily driven by a decrease in the number of
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unsheltered individuals and an increase in sheltered individuals. The report provides a
demographic breakdown of the sheltered and unsheltered homeless populations in Harris,
Montgomery, and Fort Bend counties, based on data collected in 2023.

The sheltered population is distributed as follows: 57% in Harris County, 29% in Montgomery
County, and 14% in Fort Bend County. The average age of the sheltered individuals is 45, with
63% being male. Additionally, 55% identify as Black or African American, and 52% as Hispanic
or Latino.

The unsheltered population is distributed as follows: 63% in Harris County, 30% in Montgomery
County, and 7% in Fort Bend County. The average age of the unsheltered individuals is 42, with
62% being female. Furthermore, 65% identify as Black or African American, and 48% as Hispanic
or Latino.

While the decrease in homelessness from 2022 to 2023 is a positive development, there is still
much work to be done. The Coalition for the Homeless of Houston/Harris County, along with other
organizations, is actively addressing the underlying causes of homelessness and providing services
to assist individuals in rebuilding their lives.

The report's findings underscore the complex nature of homelessness, emphasizing the need for
ongoing, collaborative efforts to prevent and ultimately eliminate homelessness in Harris, Fort

Bend, and Montgomery counties.

Sheltered and Unsheltered Homeless in Fort Bend County

The Coalition for the Homeless of Houston/Harris County's 2023 Point-in-Time Homeless Count
& Survey (PIT) conducted in Fort Bend County, Texas, revealed that there were 89 individuals
experiencing homelessness on the night of January 23, 2023. This represented a 16% decrease
from the 2022 PIT count.

Among the homeless population in Fort Bend County, 56 individuals were unsheltered, living in
unsuitable places like encampments, abandoned buildings, or cars. On the other hand, 33
individuals were sheltered, residing in emergency shelters, transitional housing, or permanent
supportive housing.

The majority of the homeless population in Fort Bend County comprised African Americans
(50%), followed by Hispanics (30%) and whites (20%). The average age of the homeless
individuals was 42.

Although the 2023 PIT count indicates a reduction in homelessness in Fort Bend County, the
homeless population remains significant, and numerous challenges persist. Moreover, the count
revealed that homelessness in the county is increasingly concentrated in specific areas, with the
city of Sugar Land having the highest concentration of homeless individuals, followed by Missouri
City.
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To further understand the size and demographic composition of the homeless population in Fort
Bend County, the Homeless Shelters Directory website was also utilized as a reference. In 2019,
according to the website, there were 981 sheltered homeless families and no unsheltered homeless
families in the county. The website provided information on various shelters and services available
for homeless families in Fort Bend County, including Fort Bend Family Promise, Fort Bend
County Women's Center, Fred and Mabel R. Parks Youth Ranch, City of Rosenburg Housing
Authority, Fort Bend County Department of Human Services, and Fort Bend County Adult
Protective Services. These resources offer temporary housing, support services, emergency shelter,
rental assistance, and a range of other aid to homeless families and individuals in need.

Chronic Homelessness in Fort Bend County

According to the Homeless Shelters Directory website, Fort Bend County, Texas had 1,165
chronically homeless individuals in 2022. Chronic homelessness is defined as experiencing
homelessness for at least one year or encountering homelessness four times within the past three
years. This persistent form of homelessness is often attributed to factors such as mental illness,
substance abuse, physical disability, and the lack of affordable housing.

Chronic homelessness poses severe challenges to both individuals and families, contributing to
various issues like deteriorating physical and mental health, as well as substance abuse problems.
Individuals experiencing chronic homelessness often face recurring instances of homelessness and
frequently grapple with mental illness or substance abuse.

Veterans and Youth in Fort Bend County

According to the Homeless Shelters Directory website, there were 375 homeless veterans in Fort
Bend County in 2022, indicating a 2% increase compared to 2018. Among these homeless
veterans, 181 individuals (48.3%) were sheltered, while 194 (51.7%) were unsheltered.

Regarding homeless youth, Fort Bend County had 236 homeless individuals in this age group in
2022, marking a 17% increase from 2018. Among the homeless youth, 147 individuals (62.3%)
were sheltered, while 89 (37.7%) were unsheltered.

Various factors contribute to the higher likelihood of veterans and youth experiencing
homelessness. Mental illness is more prevalent among these groups compared to the general
population, making it challenging to maintain stable employment and housing. Substance abuse
also poses a greater risk for veterans and youth, further hindering their ability to secure stable
housing. Additionally, the higher incidence of poverty among veterans and youth makes it difficult
to afford suitable housing, increasing their vulnerability to homelessness. Finally, the impact of
trauma, which is more commonly experienced by veterans and youth, can make it challenging to
cope with life's demands, exacerbating the risk of homelessness according to the website.
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Fort Bend County Data:

Based on Table 3, it is estimated that Fort Bend County has at least 3,357 homeless and unsheltered
individuals. However, homeless shelter and service providers reported a much higher number of
unsheltered homeless individuals.

Table 3: Homeless Needs Inventory and Gap Analysis Table

Homeless
Current Inventory Homeless Population Gap Analysis
Family Adults Only | Vets | Family Family Adults Only
HH (at Victims
# of | # of | # of | # of | # of
Beds | Units | Beds | Units | Beds
Emergency
Shelter 56 14 0 0 0
Trangltlonal 4 ) 0 0 0
Housing
Permanent
Supportive | 0 0 0 0 0
Housing
Other
Permanent 754 | 754 226 | 226 0
Housing
Sheltered
Homeless
Unsheltered
Homeless
Current 3,357 | 3,357
Gap

Source: 2023 PIT Count

According to the data in Table 3, the breakdown of the homeless population in Fort Bend County
is as follows:

» Sheltered Homeless: There are no available beds for sheltered homeless families, no beds
for sheltered homeless adults without children, no beds for sheltered homeless veterans,
and 56 beds for sheltered homeless victims of domestic violence.

* Unsheltered Homeless: There are 1,986 unsheltered homeless families, 0 unsheltered
homeless adults without children, 0 unsheltered homeless veterans, and 1,148 unsheltered
homeless victims of domestic violence. This means that 1,986 individuals are living in
unsuitable places like encampments, abandoned buildings, or cars.

» Gap: There is a significant gap of 3,357 beds between the number of homeless individuals
and the number of available beds. This indicates that there are 3,357 homeless individuals
who do not have a place to sleep.

The data from the table highlights a substantial disparity between the number of homeless
individuals and the availability of beds in Fort Bend County. This gap is particularly pronounced
for homeless families and victims of domestic violence.
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Several factors contribute to the increase in homelessness in Fort Bend County:

» Rising cost of housing: The median rent for a two-bedroom apartment in Fort Bend County
is $2,000 per month, which is unaffordable for many individuals struggling to make ends
meet.

* Lack of affordable housing: There is a shortage of affordable housing options in Fort Bend
County, making it difficult for individuals with limited financial resources to secure
suitable housing.

* Economic downturn: The economic challenges resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic
have contributed to the rise in homelessness. Job losses and reduced working hours have
made it increasingly challenging for people to afford housing and meet their basic needs.

Addressing these issues requires comprehensive efforts to increase the availability of affordable
housing options and provide supportive services to those experiencing homelessness in Fort Bend
County.

According to the most recent FBC CAPER (PY2021), The Fort Bend Women’s Center (FBCWC)
shelter capacity was 56 persons in 14 rooms. The FBCWC reduced its capacity to half due to
COVID. During 2020, the FBCWC sheltered 269 clients in hotels. During 2022, the FBCWC
received 1,148 requests for shelter that they could not provide.

Family Promise, homeless housing and services provider reports that they assisted 367 persons in
92 families during 2022. This included 245 youth and 122 adults. These families do not meet the
HUD definition for homeless since they are housed by the Family Promise congregations.

The Parks Youth Ranch (PYR) assisted 10 youth aging out of foster care and 167 youth in
conservatorship. In addition, PYR stated that the Lamar Consolidated Independent School District
(LCISD) reported 677 homeless students in the 2021-2022 school year. The Fort Bend School
District reported 942 homeless students in 2021 and 803 homeless students as of November 11,
2022. In addition, the Fort Bend School District reported 258 unaccompanied students in 2021
and 193 unaccompanied students in 2022.

The number of sheltered homeless persons is capped by the number of shelter beds in the County.
The only shelter beds in the County are those provided by the FBCWC, 56 beds.

During FY 2021, the FBCWC assisted 59 clients with Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Program
funds. Thirty-six of these clients identified as Hispanic, nine identified as White only, nine
identified as Black or African American only, one identified as Asian, only and four identified as
multi or other race.

During FY 2021, the Parks Youth Ranch assisted 26 clients with Emergency Solutions (ESG)
Program funds. Thirteen of these clients identified as Hispanic, six identified as Black or African
American only, and seven identified as multi or other race. The County estimates that the majority
of the sheltered homeless are ethnic and racial minorities.
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Gaps within the current shelter inventory in Fort Bend County

Emergency Shelter: There is only one emergency shelter that serves families, the Fort Bend
County Women’s Center. This shelter is a domestic violence shelter with fourteen units and 56
beds.

Transitional Housing: Fort Bend County does not have any transitional housing available for all
people in the County’s service area. The only program that is transitional is Abigail’s Place.
Abigail’s Place assists single mother families with emergency housing services. This program
provides financial and other assistance to help their client’s transition to permanent housing.

Permanent Supportive Housing: Fort Bend County does not have any permanent supportive
housing in the County’s service area.

Other Permanent Housing: There are twenty-four (24) HUD Projects in Fort Bend County. Only
thirteen (13) of these projects are in the County’s service area. These projects provide 980 low-
income housing units in the County’s Service area. In addition, there are three HUD projects that
provide rental assistance for 142 housing units for Persons with Aids, elderly persons and disabled
persons in the County’s service area.

Two projects in the County’s service area are senior only projects with 226 housing units. The
County assumed one bed per housing unit. The remaining 754 housing units of the HUD housing
inventory are reported as family housing. There is no information available on the size of the
family units. As a result, the County assumed one bed per unit, the minimum. The projects have
few vacancies, and most have waiting lists.

In an effort to tackle homelessness in Fort Bend County, Fort Bend County Judge KP George and
several local nonprofit organizations recently held a press conference to announce a Community
and Economic Development Agreement between Fort Bend County and Attack Poverty. This
agreement aims to allocate funds for an affordable housing program that will strengthen under-
resourced communities through education and revitalization initiatives. By addressing the housing
needs of individuals and families, the program seeks to establish a solid foundation for economic
and social growth throughout the county.

The primary focus of the program is to provide affordable housing options for individuals and
families who are currently homeless or at risk of homelessness. Alongside housing, the program
will offer essential support services, including job training, education, and mental health
counseling. It is anticipated that the program will have a significant impact on reducing the number
of homeless individuals in Fort Bend County. By addressing housing needs and providing
comprehensive support, the program aims to lay the groundwork for sustainable economic and
social development within the county.

At Risk of Homelessness as defined in 24 CFR 91.5:

At risk of homelessness:
(1) An individual or family who:
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)

)

(1) Has an annual income below 30 percent of median family income for the area, as
determined by HUD;

(11) Does not have sufficient resources or support networks, e.g., family, friends, faith-
based or other social networks, immediately available to prevent them from moving
to an emergency shelter or another place described in paragraph (1) of the
“Homeless” definition in this section; and

(ii1))  Meets one of the following conditions:

(A) Has moved because of economic reasons two or more times during the 60
days immediately preceding the application for homelessness prevention
assistance;

(B) Is living in the home of another because of economic hardship;

(C)  Has been notified in writing that their right to occupy their current housing
or living situation will be terminated within 21 days after the date of
application for assistance;

(D)  Lives in a hotel or motel and the cost of the hotel or motel stay is not paid
by charitable organizations or by federal, State, or local government
programs for low-income individuals;

(E)  Lives in a single-room occupancy or efficiency apartment unit in which
there reside more than two persons or lives in a larger housing unit in which
there reside more than 1.5 people per room, as defined by the U.S. Census
Bureau;

(F) Is exiting a publicly funded institution, or system of care (such as a health-
care facility, a mental health facility, foster care or other youth facility, or
correction program or institution); or

(G)  Otherwise lives in housing that has characteristics associated with
instability and an increased risk of homelessness, as identified in the
recipient's approved consolidated plan;

A child or youth who does not qualify as “homeless” under this section, but qualifies as
“homeless” under section 387(3) of the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C.
5732a(3)), section 637(11) of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9832(11)), section 41403(6)
of the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 14043e-2(6)), section
330(h)(5)(A) of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254b(h)(5)(A)), section 3(1) of
the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2012(1)), or section 17(b)(15) of the Child
Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786(b)(15)); or

A child or youth who does not qualify as “homeless” under this section but qualifies as
“homeless” under section 725(2) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42
U.S.C. 11434a(2)), and the parent(s) or guardian(s) of that child or youth if living with her
or him.

At Risk of Homelessness

According to the Housing Needs Inventory and Gap Analysis in Fort Bend County, there is a
pressing need to address the risk of homelessness among individuals and families with low
incomes. HUD defines those at risk of homelessness as those with an income below 30% of the
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area median income (AMI) who lack sufficient resources or support networks to prevent
homelessness or face economic instability.

Fort Bend County has experienced a consistent rise in housing costs, surpassing the income levels
of many residents. As a result, an increasing number of renter households in the county have
incomes at or below 30% of the AMI, rendering them vulnerable to homelessness, health issues,
and social challenges.

The Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) data, based on the 2015-2019
American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year estimates, highlights the housing needs of
communities nationwide. According to table 4, in Fort Bend County, the CHAS data reveals a
significant demand for affordable housing. Out of the 49,050 rental units available, only 6,900 are
affordable to households at or below 30% of the AML.

This data underscores a substantial gap between the number of households in need of affordable
housing and the availability of suitable rental units. The factors contributing to this disparity
include the rising cost of housing, ongoing county growth, and the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Addressing the housing needs and reducing the risk of homelessness in Fort Bend County requires
concerted efforts, including the allocation of resources, implementation of supportive housing
programs, and policy initiatives aimed at enhancing affordability and stability for vulnerable
populations.

Table 4: Housing Needs Inventory and Gap Analysis Table

Non-Homeless
Current Level of Need Gap Analysis
Inventory
# of Units # of Households | # of Households
Total Rental Units 49,050

Rental Units Affordable to HH at
30% AMI (At-Risk of | 6,900
Homelessness)

Rental Units Affordable to HH at
50% AMI (Other Populations)
0%-30% AMI Renter HH w/ 1 or
more severe housing problems
(At-Risk of Homelessness)
30%-50% AMI Renter HH w/ 1 or
more severe housing problems
(Other Populations)

6,330

Current Gaps

Sources: 1. 2015-2019 American Community Survey (ACS); 2. Comprehensive Housing
Affordability Strategy (CHAS)
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According to table 5 presents the distribution of rental units that are affordable to households at
different income thresholds in Fort Bend County, Texas, based on race and ethnicity.

Among rental units affordable to households at or below 30% of the Area Median Income (AMI),
a total of 6,900 units are available. The breakdown by race and ethnicity is as follows:

e  White households: 2,500 units

o Hispanic households: 1,800 units
¢ Black households: 900 units

e Asian households: 300 units

¢ Other households: 350 units

Similarly, there are 6,330 rental units affordable to households at or below 50% of the AMI,
representing other populations. The distribution among racial and ethnic groups is as follows:

e  White households: 2,300 units

e Hispanic households: 1,500 units
e Black households: 950 units

¢ Asian households: 300 units

e Other households: 280 units

Table S: Rental Units Affordable at 30% AMI and 50% AMI by Race and Ethnicity in Fort
Bend County
Race/Ethnicity Affordable Units at 30% AMI Affordable Units at 50% AMI

White 2,500 2,300
Hispanic 1,800 1,500
Black 900 950
Asian 300 300
Other 350 280

Source: 2015-2019 American Community Survey (ACS)

These statistics shed light on the availability of affordable rental units at different income
thresholds within Fort Bend County. The table underscores the disparities and varying degrees of
access to affordable housing among different racial and ethnic groups. It emphasizes the need to
address these disparities and promote equitable housing opportunities for all residents.

Efforts should focus on implementing strategies that increase the supply of affordable housing
units, particularly for households at or below 30% and 50% of the AMI. By addressing these
housing affordability challenges, Fort Bend County can work towards ensuring that individuals
and families from all racial and ethnic backgrounds have access to safe and affordable housing,
contributing to a more inclusive and resilient community.

Fleeing, or Attempting to Flee, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, Stalking,
or Human Trafficking, as defined by HUD in the Notice:
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For HOME-ARP, this population includes any individual or family who is fleeing, or is attempting
to flee, domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, or human trafficking. This
population includes cases where an individual or family reasonably believes that there is a threat
of imminent harm from further violence due to dangerous or life-threatening conditions that relate
to violence against the individual or a family member, including a child, that has either taken place
within the individual’s or family’s primary nighttime residence or has made the individual or
family afraid to return or remain within the same dwelling unit. In the case of sexual assault, this
also includes cases where an individual reasonably believes there is a threat of imminent harm
from further violence if the individual remains within the same dwelling unit that the individual is
currently occupying, or the sexual assault occurred on the premises during the 90-day period
preceding the date of the request for transfer.

Domestic violence, which is defined in 24 CFR 5.2003 includes felony or misdemeanor crimes of

violence committed by:

1) A current or former spouse or intimate partner of the victim (the term “spouse or intimate
partner of the victim” includes a person who is or has been in a social relationship of a
romantic or intimate nature with the victim, as determined by the length of the relationship,
the type of the relationship, and the frequency of interaction between the persons involved
in the relationship);

2) A person with whom the victim shares a child in common;

3) A person who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a spouse or intimate
partner;

4) A person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the domestic or family violence
laws of the jurisdiction receiving HOME-ARP funds; or

5) Any other person against an adult or youth victim who is protected from that person's acts

under the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction.

Dating violence which is defined in 24 CFR 5.2003 means violence committed by a person:

1) Who is or has been in a social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim;
and

2) Where the existence of such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of
the following factors:
a. The length of the relationship;
b. The type of relationship; and
c. The frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship.

Sexual assault which is defined in 24 CFR 5.2003 means any nonconsensual sexual act proscribed
by Federal, Tribal, or State law, including when the victim lacks capacity to consent.

Stalking which is defined in 24 CFR 5.2003 means engaging in a course of conduct directed at a
specific person that would cause a reasonable person to:

1) Fear for the person’s individual safety or the safety of others; or

2) Suffer substantial emotional distress.

Human Trafficking includes both sex and labor trafficking, as outlined in the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA), as amended (22 U.S.C. 7102). These are defined as:
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1) Sex trafficking means the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, obtaining,
patronizing, or soliciting of a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act, in which the
commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced
to perform such act has not attained 18 years of age; or

2) Labor trafficking means the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining
of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose
of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

Domestic Violence

Domestic violence rates in Texas, particularly in the Houston region, have seen a significant
increase in recent years, according to an article titled "Understanding Houston" (2022, July 22).
Family violence deaths have tripled since 2017, highlighting the urgency of addressing this issue.

Between 2010 and 2021, Harris County consistently reported a higher rate of family violence
incidents compared to Fort Bend and Montgomery counties. In 2020, all three counties
experienced an increase in family violence incidents, with Harris County recording a rise of over
28%.

The COVID-19 pandemic further exacerbated tensions in violent households and relationships.
The pandemic resulted in a 52% escalation in domestic violence incidents, as reported by
participants in the 2021 Harris County Health and Relationship Study. Economic hardship also
played a role, with job loss contributing to a 30% increase in the likelihood of male-perpetrated
violence.

The number of family violence-related deaths in Texas reached a record high in 2021, with 529
reported cases, nearly triple the number recorded in 2017 (186). The Texas Council on Family
Violence (TCFV) identifies factors such as the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey, increased homicide
rates, and the prevalence of firearms as contributing to this rise.

Victims of domestic violence face significant challenges, especially when attempting to leave their
abusers. Fear for their own safety, as well as the safety of their children and other individuals,
often keeps them in abusive relationships.

Certain protective laws exist in Texas for domestic violence victims, but loopholes and barriers
persist. Limited English proficiency poses an additional hurdle in reporting domestic violence,
leading to misrepresentation and inadequate language services for affected individuals.

Statistics reveal that reported family violence cases in 2020 were disproportionately high among
Black and White Texans, exceeding their respective demographic proportions in the state
population. This highlights the need to address racial disparities and cultural barriers in combating
domestic violence.

Domestic violence affects various communities, including the LGBTQ+ community. In Harris
County, domestic violence accounted for 35% of homicide cases, while Fort Bend County reported
1,119 cases in 2020 and 1,013 cases in 2021.
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In 2019, Harris County had the highest number of reported domestic violence incidents in Texas,
followed by Dallas County, Bexar County, Tarrant County, and Travis County. These figures
underscore the urgent need to address domestic violence across the state, including physical,
verbal, sexual, and financial abuse.

It is crucial to report domestic violence in all relationships, and special attention should be given
to addressing the unique challenges faced by minority populations, individuals with limited
English proficiency, and the LGBTQ+ community. By understanding the statistics and
implementing effective interventions and support systems, we can work towards combating
domestic violence and creating safer communities for all.

Human Trafficking/Sexual Assault in Fort Bend County

Fort Bend County has been affected by the issues of human trafficking and sexual assault, as
indicated by the reported cases and efforts made by local organizations. According to the National
Human Trafficking Hotline, Fort Bend County alone had 10,949 reported cases of human
trafficking, with 1,000 distinct situations identified. In a recent undercover operation, more than
two dozen men were arrested, and charges were filed in connection with human trafficking
activities.

The Fort Bend County Sheriff's Office has taken proactive measures to combat human trafficking
by establishing a dedicated unit that has successfully rescued multiple victims and safely returned
them to their homes. The office also provides access to crime statistics within the county through
Bair Analytical/RaidsOnline.

The Fort Bend Women's Center (FBWC) has been a crucial resource for survivors of domestic
violence and sexual assault in the Greater Houston Area for over 40 years. In 2021 alone, the
FBWC served over 10,000 women and children, offering vital services such as shelter, housing
assistance, counseling, therapy, legal support, and educational programs.

In terms of funding support, Fort Bend County provided Emergency Solutions Grants (ESG) to
two shelters in FY 2021: the Parks Youth Ranch and the Fort Bend County Women's Center. These
shelters assisted numerous clients, with demographic data revealing the diversity of individuals
seeking assistance. The Parks Youth Ranch primarily served youth victims, while the Fort Bend
County Women's Center supported survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault.

Table 6 showcases the demographics of clients served by these shelters in FY 2021, highlighting
the racial and ethnic breakdown of the individuals who sought help.

Table 6: Demographics of Clients Served by Fort Bend County Shelters in FY 2021

Shelter Total White Black or African | Hispanic | Non- Multi-
Clients American Hispanic racial

Parks Youth | 39 22 10 (26%) 13 26 (67%) 7 (18%)

Ranch (56%) (33%)

FBC Women's | 57 33 7 (12%) 30 27 (47%) 15 (26%)

Center (58%) (53%)

Source: FBC PY2021 CAPER
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Fort Bend County is fortunate to have organizations such as Abigail's Place, Fort Bend County
Family Promise, and the Fort Bend County Veterans Village, which provide crucial services and
support to victims of abuse. These organizations offer emergency shelter, supportive services, case
management, counseling, and other essential resources to those in need.

By addressing human trafficking and sexual assault, and providing comprehensive support to
survivors, Fort Bend County is taking significant steps towards creating a safer and more resilient
community.

Other populations requiring services or housing assistance to prevent homelessness and other
populations at greatest risk of housing instability, as defined by HUD:

Other populations are defined as where providing supportive services or assistance under section
212(a) of NAHA (42 U.S.C. 12742(a)) would prevent the family’s homelessness or would serve
those with the greatest risk of housing instability. HUD defines these populations as individuals
and households who do not qualify under any of the populations above but meet one of the
following criteria:

(1) Other Families Requiring Services or Housing Assistance to Prevent Homelessness is
defined as households (i.e., individuals and families) who have previously been qualified
as “homeless” as defined in 24 CFR 91.5, are currently housed due to temporary or
emergency assistance, including financial assistance, services, temporary rental assistance
or some type of other assistance to allow the household to be housed, and who need
additional housing assistance or supportive services to avoid a return to homelessness.

(2) At Greatest Risk of Housing Instability is defined as household who meets either
paragraph (i) or (ii) below:

(1) has annual income that is less than or equal to 30% of the area median income, as
determined by HUD and is experiencing severe cost burden (i.e., is paying more
than 50% of monthly household income toward housing costs);

(i1) has annual income that is less than or equal to 50% of the area median income, as
determined by HUD, AND meets one of the following conditions from paragraph
(ii1) of the “At risk of homelessness” definition established at 24 CFR 91.5:

(A)  Has moved because of economic reasons two or more times during the 60
days immediately preceding the application for homelessness prevention
assistance;

(B)  Isliving in the home of another because of economic hardship;

(C)  Has been notified in writing that their right to occupy their current housing
or living situation will be terminated within 21 days after the date of
application for assistance;

(D)  Lives in a hotel or motel and the cost of the hotel or motel stay is not paid
by charitable organizations or by Federal, State, or local government
programs for low-income individuals;

(E)  Lives in a single-room occupancy or efficiency apartment unit in which
there reside more than two persons or lives in a larger housing unit in which
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there reside more than 1.5 persons reside per room, as defined by the U.S.
Census Bureau;

(F) Is exiting a publicly funded institution, or system of care (such as a health-
care facility, a mental health facility, foster care or other youth facility, or
correction program or institution); or

(G)  Otherwise lives in housing that has characteristics associated with
instability and an increased risk of homelessness, as identified in the
recipient's approved consolidated plan

Veterans and Families that include a Veteran Family Member that meet the criteria for one of
the qualifying populations described above are eligible to receive HOME-ARP assistance.

Subpopulations at greatest risk of housing instability

According to the 2023 Point-in-Time (PIT) count, several subpopulations in Harris, Fort Bend,
and Waller counties are at risk of homelessness or housing instability. The data highlights the
following key statistics:

Chronic Homelessness:

On the night of January 23, 2023, there were 2,336 individuals experiencing chronic
homelessness in the three counties.

The majority of those experiencing chronic homelessness were male (68%).

The average age of individuals experiencing chronic homelessness was 50 years old.

The lack of affordable housing was the most common reason cited for chronic
homelessness (62%).

Veterans:

On the night of January 23, 2023, there were 1,372 veterans experiencing homelessness in
the three counties.

The majority of veterans experiencing homelessness were male (92%).

The average age of veterans experiencing homelessness was 49 years old.

The lack of affordable housing was the most common reason cited for veteran
homelessness (64%).

Serious Mental Illness:

On the night of January 23, 2023, there were 1,185 individuals experiencing homelessness
with serious mental illness in the three counties.

The majority of those experiencing homelessness with serious mental illness were male
(67%).

The average age of individuals experiencing homelessness with serious mental illness was
45 years old.

The lack of affordable housing was the most common reason cited for homelessness among
individuals with serious mental illness (63%).
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Substance Use Disorder:

e On the night of January 23, 2023, there were 1,023 individuals experiencing homelessness
with substance use disorder in the three counties.

o The majority of those experiencing homelessness with substance use disorder were male
(71%).

o The average age of individuals experiencing homelessness with substance use disorder was
43 years old.

o The lack of affordable housing was the most common reason cited for homelessness among
individuals with substance use disorder (61%).

Young Adults (18-24):
e On the night of January 23, 2023, there were 835 young adults (ages 18-24) experiencing
homelessness in the three counties.
o The majority of young adults experiencing homelessness were male (62%).
o The lack of affordable housing was the most common reason cited for homelessness among
young adults (60%).

Parenting Youth:
e On the night of January 23, 2023, there were 297 parenting youth (ages 18-24)
experiencing homelessness with their children in the three counties.
e The majority of parenting youth experiencing homelessness were female (72%).
o The average age of parenting youth experiencing homelessness was 22 years old.
e The lack of affordable housing was the most common reason cited for homelessness among
parenting youth (62%).

These subpopulations are disproportionately represented among those experiencing homelessness
in Harris, Fort Bend, and Waller counties. They face various challenges that hinder their ability to
obtain and sustain housing. While programs and services are available to support these
populations, more efforts are needed to address the issue of homelessness and provide
comprehensive assistance to these vulnerable groups.

Identify and consider the current resources available to assist qualifying populations, including
congregate and non-congregate shelter units, supportive services, TBRA, and affordable and
permanent supportive rental housing (Optional):

Shelters: There are only two emergency shelters in Fort Bend County, the Fort Bend Women’s
Center (FBCWC) and the Parks Youth Ranch (PYR). There is no shelter for men or families in
the Fort Bend County Service Area.

Family Promise provides housing and services through participating congregations. Currently,
overnight accommodation is provided at the host congregations or when necessary at a motel. The
Day Center provides common areas, lockers, laundry facilities, bathrooms and storage space for
families. The Center provides counseling, meeting areas, and a computer lab.

Services: Several organizations and agencies provide services to residents of Fort Bend County.
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Attack Poverty: Provide spiritual growth, education, revitalization and basic needs to Fort Bend
County residents.

Brazos Bend Guardianship Program: Provides disabled and incapacitated adults and their families
with legal guardianship, financial management and guardianship education.

Catholic Charities Mamie George Community Center: Provides a food pantry, senior and other
services to residents of the North Richmond and North Rosenberg areas.

East Fort Bend Human Needs Ministry, Inc.: Provides a food pantry, financial assistance and a
resale shop.

Rosenberg-Richmond Helping Hands: Provides food, cloths, and services to underserved residents
of West Fort Bend County.

Second Mile Mission Center: Provides services to persons in poverty. They provide food, clothing,
financial assistance, and training to Fort Bend County residents. This provider is located in
Missouri City.

United Way of Fort Bend: Provides education, a helpline, coordinated services and employment
services to Fort Bend County residents.

Transitional Housing: Fort Bend County does not have any transitional housing available for all
people in the County’s service area. The only program that is transitional is Abigail’s Place.
Abigail’s Place assists single mother families with emergency housing services. This
program provides financial and other assistance to help their client’s transition to
permanent housing.

Permanent Supportive Housing: Fort Bend County does not have any permanent supportive
housing in the County’s service area.

Other Permanent Housing: There are twenty-four (24) HUD Projects in Fort Bend County. Only
thirteen (13) of these projects are in the County’s service area. These projects provide 980 low-
income housing units in the County’s Service area. In addition, there are three HUD projects that
provide rental assistance for 142 housing units for Persons with Aids, elderly persons and disabled
persons in the County’s service area.

Two projects in the County’s service area are senior only projects with 226 housing units. The
County assumed one bed per housing unit. The remaining 754 housing units of the HUD housing
inventory are reported in Table 3 as family housing. There is no information available on the size
of the family units. As a result, the County assumed one bed per unit, the minimum. The projects
have few vacancies, and most have waiting lists.
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Describe the unmet housing and service needs of qualifying populations:

Homeless as defined in 24 CFR 91.5

The 2023 Point-in-Time Count was conducted by the Coalition for the Homeless. Overall, the
Point-in-Time Count reported that sixty-seven percent of the unsheltered households did not
include children. However, thirty-two percent of the sheltered homeless were households with
children. Among the unsheltered households, all but one household did not include children.

The Point-in-Time Count reported that two out of five unsheltered persons were experiencing their
first time being homeless. The main reasons cited included Hurricane Harvey and the COVID
pandemic.

The 2023 Point-in-Time Count, conducted by the Coalition for the Homeless, found that there
were 3,270 people experiencing homelessness in Harris, Fort Bend, and Montgomery County on
January 23, 2023.

o Of'these, 2,028 were sheltered and 1,242 were unsheltered.

e Of'the sheltered population, 664 or 32% were households with children.

e Of the unsheltered population, 1,234 or 98% were 24 years old or older and just 2% were
younger than 18 years old.

e The Point-in-Time Count reported that 43% of persons experiencing homelessness
identified as White, 52% identified as Black and or African American, 1% identified as
Asian, 1% as Native American, and 2% as Multiple or Other race. 17% of the persons
identified as experiencing homelessness identified as Hispanic regardless of race.

The data shows that there has been a slight decrease in the number of people experiencing
homelessness in Harris, Fort Bend, and Montgomery Counties since 2022. However, there is still
a significant need for affordable housing and services for people experiencing homelessness in the
region. The county government, along with the private sector and community organizations, need
to work together to address this issue.

Fort Bend County

The 2023 Point-in-Time Count, conducted by the Coalition for the Homeless, reveals important
data on homelessness in Fort Bend County. On January 23, 2023, the count identified 33 sheltered
homeless persons and 56 unsheltered homeless persons in the county. Notably, Fort Bend County
lacks shelters for single adults, which may impact the location of the unsheltered population and
their previous living situations.

Among the sheltered population, no households had children, while the unsheltered population
consisted of individuals aged 24 and older, with only 1% below 18 years old. In terms of racial
and ethnic representation, 43% of those experiencing homelessness identified as White, 52% as
Black or African American, 1% as Asian, 1% as Native American, and 2% as Multiple or Other
race. Additionally, 17% of individuals experiencing homelessness identified as Hispanic,
irrespective of race.
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While there has been a slight increase in homelessness since 2022, the number of people
experiencing homelessness in Fort Bend County remains significantly lower than in Harris County.
The data also highlights that African Americans and/or Blacks are disproportionately affected by
homelessness in Fort Bend County, consistent with national trends.

However, the county faces challenges in addressing homelessness. There are no shelters available
for homeless men or families within the Fort Bend County Service Area, with existing emergency
shelters already operating at full capacity. This underscores the urgent need for additional
emergency shelter and support services in the county. Moreover, smaller towns in the southern
part of the county face significant geographical barriers, being over 20 miles away from the nearest
shelter facilities in the City of Houston. The absence of homeless, housing, and service providers
in most small towns further emphasizes the need for comprehensive solutions to address
homelessness in Fort Bend County.

At Risk of Homelessness as defined in 24 CFR 91.5

In the 2020 Consolidated Plan, Fort Bend County reported that there were 6,815 renter households
and 7,395 owner households with incomes between 0 and 30 percent of AMI in the County. Thus,
14,210 households were vulnerable to becoming homeless solely because of their low income.

Fort Bend County does not have a public housing authority. Thus, there is no permanent rental
assistance available to low-income people and families in the County’s service area.

The City of Rosenberg has a small housing authority for its residents. The Rosenberg Housing
Authority (RHA) operates a voucher program with an authorized 453 unit per month. There is no
public housing in the County. Thus, there is a larger population in the County at risk of becoming
homeless due to the lack of permanent rental assistance in the County for very low-income persons.

Youth aging out of foster care is another population at risk of homelessness in the County.
Currently, the support system and housing choices for this population in the County are inadequate.

Disabled persons and their families are an at-risk population. Families on Social Security
Disability Income (SSDI) have a limited income that is not increasing with either the rental or the
owner housing costs in the County.

The Fort Bend Senior Citizens estimates that of the total number of 1,548 clients, about 64 percent
own their home, 21% use a wheelchair, 43 percent use a walker, and 34 percent use a cane. Some
clients reported using all three. The County estimates that one-third of the clients have a mobility
limitation. In addition, an estimated 32 percent of the clients live alone. Thus, at least 500 seniors
are at risk of losing their ability to live alone.

Refugees and immigrants are an at-risk population in the County. Recent arrivals face income and
housing insecurity along with new cultural and social environments,

There are very few housing choices for people and families at risk of homelessness. Social Service
providers in the County offer emergency rent and utility payments. However, there is an overall
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shortage of rental housing in the County. This shortage makes affordable housing even scarcer in
the County’s service area.

Fleeing, or Attempting to Flee, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, Stalking,
or Human Trafficking, as defined by HUD in the Notice

The Fort Bend Women’s Center (FBCWC) shelter capacity is 56 persons in 14 rooms. The shelter
can place sleeping pads on the floor and expand their capacity to 65 in severe emergencies. During
2020, the FBCWC sheltered 269 clients in hotels. During 2022, the FBCWC received 1,148
requests for shelter that they could not provide.

During FY 2021, the FBCWC assisted 59 clients with Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Program
funds. Thirty-six of these clients identified as Hispanic, nine identified as White only, nine
identified as Black or African American only, one identified as Asian, only and four identified as
multi or other race. The majority of the clients provided assistance by the FBCWC identified as
an ethnic or racial minority.

According to the Fort Bend County Public Safety Community Plan, the 2020 Texas Department
of Public Safety’s Crime in Texas Report indicated that 4,425 family violence and 200 sexual
assault offenses were reported to law enforcement in Fort Bend County. This number is
overwhelming given that there is only capacity of 56 persons at the FBCWC.

Other populations requiring services or housing assistance to prevent homelessness and other
populations at greatest risk of housing instability as defined by HUD in the Notice

Senior citizens on a fixed income are an at-risk population in Fort Bend County. Increasing rental
and owner housing costs place this population at imminent risk of losing affordable housing as the
County continues to grow.

The Fort Bend Senior Citizens estimates that of the total number of 1,548 clients, about 64 percent
own their home, 21% use a wheelchair, 43 percent use a walker, and 34 percent use a cane. Some
clients reported using all three. The County estimates that one-third of the clients have a mobility
limitation. In addition, an estimated 32 percent of the clients live alone. Thus, at least 500 seniors
are at risk of losing their ability to live alone.

Thirty-six percent of the total number of the total number of 1,548 clients rent their homes. This
segment of the population is at risk of becoming homeless since they may lose their home as they
become less able to live independently. There are very few affordable senior rental projects in
Fort Bend County to provide housing for this population.

During FY 2021, Fort Bend County provided CDBG Program assistance to the FB Seniors.
Seventy-Nine (79) clients were providing assistance. Forty clients identified as White only, ten
identified as Black or African American only, two identified as American Indian or Alaskan Native
only and two identified as Multi or Other race. Twenty-five clients identified as Hispanic. About
half the clients identified as ethnic or racial minorities.
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According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s Quick Facts for Fort Bend County as of July 1, 2021, there
were 27,085 Veterans residing in Fort Bend County. The veteran population is at risk because of
health and mental issues caused by their service. In addition, veteran’s service interrupted their
personal relationship, their education, and their employment. Some of these interruptions had
negative impacts on the veteran’s ability to readjust to civilian life and continue their pre-service
personal relationships, education and employment. Services and housing choices for veterans are
inadequate in the County.

Homeless youth and youth aging out of foster care are an at-risk population in Fort Bend County.
The Parks Youth Ranch has reported that there are hundreds of homeless youth in the County.

Identify any gaps within the current shelter and housing inventory as well as the service delivery
system:

There are not enough emergency shelter spaces for homeless people in Fort Bend County. There
are not any shelters for single adults and for families in the County’s service area. The FBCWC
and PYR provide shelter for domestic violence and homeless youth. These two shelters are at
capacity and turn away clients. Currently, Fort Bend County needs an entire continuum of shelters
and housing to address the ever-increasing need the County.

The U.S. Bureau of the Census estimates that in 2021, Fort Bend County has 294,867 housing
units. An estimated 228,817 or 77.60% housing units are owner-occupied. Renter-occupied units
total 66,060 or 22.40% of the total number of housing units. There is an increasing chronic
shortage of affordable rental housing in the County. The 2021 median home value in the County
has risen to $290,086 and the median household income to $101,158. The housing market in Fort
Bend County is targeted to well-educated and high-income families. The new homes being
constructed are not affordable to the County resident with income below 80 percent of MFI. The
inventory of affordable housing is shrinking as the County’s population increases and there is more
competition for the small number of affordable owner and renter housing units.

Under Section 1V.4.2.ii.G of the HOME-ARP Notice, a County may provide additional
characteristics associated with instability and increased risk of homelessness in their HOME-
ARP allocation plan. These characteristics will further refine the definition of “other
populations” that are “At Greatest Risk of Housing Instability,” as established in the HOME-
ARP Notice. If including these characteristics, identify them here:

Unfortunately, there are several populations associated with housing instability and an increased
risk of homelessness in Fort Bend County. Special needs individuals are especially at risk because
of their special needs and the lack of public service support in the County.

Refugees, immigrants, and underserved residents. This population is characterized by limited
English proficiency, ineligibility for public assistance, and the lack of services available to non-
English speaking populations. These populations are especially at-risk of instability since many
residents do not have legal residency and they will not report abuses by employers and landlords.
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Identify priority needs for qualifying populations:

The first priority is to provide shelter for homeless individuals and families. The priority need for
qualifying populations is for emergency shelter beds, both congregate and non-congregate. The
County is lacking a continuum of services, shelter, transitional, and permanent affordable housing
for homeless persons. There is a great and increasing need for all the elements in the homeless
services and housing delivery system. Shelters are needed to provide emergency housing in a
housing market with a low inventory of affordable rental housing units. It will take the County
several years to build an inventory of affordable rental and owner housing and service providers.

Explain how the County determined the level of need and gaps in the County’s shelter and
housing inventory and service delivery systems based on the data presented in the plan:

The lack of emergency shelter, rental housing, and services is a chronic problem in Fort Bend
County. This issue has been identified in every Consolidated Plan submitted by the County to the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The existing two shelters are at
capacity. The few affordable rental housing projects located in the County’s service area have
waiting lists. In addition, the County does not have a Public Housing Authority. Thus, there is
not a source of assistance for the lowest income residents of the County in one of the wealthiest
County in the State of Texas and nation.

The need for shelter, rental housing and services has increased as the population of the County has
continued to grow. The rapid growth of the County from a primarily rural suburban County has
transformed Fort Bend County into one of the most educated and wealthiest suburban counties in
the nation.

Recently, the County has been impacted by natural disasters in 2015, 2016 and 2017. The County
was greatly impacted by COVID in 2020 and 2021. These disasters have strained the non-profit
and governmental shelter, housing and service providers. COVID limited fund-raising for local
non-profits. Any long-term plans to expand shelter, housing and services were postponed or
cancelled due to the financial and social constraints caused by the pandemic.

The natural disasters and the pandemic increased the need for shelter, housing and services by
homeless persons and the persons at risk of homelessness. The gap for shelter, housing and
services has widened or increased as the population of the County has grown amid these disasters.
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HOME-ARP ACTIVITIES

Describe the method(s)that will be used for soliciting applications for funding and/or selecting
developers, service providers, subrecipients and/or contractors:

Fort Bend County will issue a request for proposals (RFP) for the HOME-ARP funds. FBC
Community Development Department staff will evaluate the proposals and rank them. The
eligible proposals that rank the highest will be recommended to the Fort Bend County
Commissioners Court for funding.

Describe whether the County will administer eligible activities directly:
Fort Bend County will administer the HOME-ARP eligible activities directly.

If any portion of the County’s HOME-ARP administrative funds are provided to a subrecipient
or contractor prior to HUD’s acceptance of the HOME-ARP allocation plan because the
subrecipient or contractor is responsible for the administration of the County’s entire HOME-
ARP grant, identify the subrecipient or contractor and describe its role and responsibilities in
administering all of the County HOME-ARP program:

There is no subrecipient or contractor responsible for the administration of the County HOME-
ARP grant.

In accordance with Section V.C.2. of the Notice (page 4), the County must indicate the amount of
HOME-ARP funding that is planned for each eligible HOME-ARP activity type and demonstrate
that any planned funding for nonprofit organization operating assistance, nonprofit capacity
building, and administrative costs is within HOME-ARP limits.

Table 7: Use of HOME-ARP Funding

Percent of | Statutory
the Grant Limit

Funding Amount

Supportive Services $600,000

Acquisition and Development of Non- $ 1,000,000
Congregate Shelters
Tenant Based Rental Assistance (TBRA) | $ 500,000
Development of Affordable Rental

: $ 500,000
Housing
Non-Profit Operating $ 123,000 #* % 5%
Non-Profit Capacity Building $ 100,000 # % 5%
Administration and Planning $ 498,300 # % 15%

Total HOME ARP Allocation $ 3,322,057 P
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Describe how the County will distribute HOME-ARP funds in accordance with its priority needs
identified in its needs assessment and gap analysis:

Fort Bend County will distribute the HOME-ARP funds for Supportive Services, non-congregate
shelter, TBRA, Rental Housing, Non-Profit Operating and Non-Profit Capacity Building, and
Program administration. Feedback from homeless shelter and service providers emphasized the
need for non-congregate shelter, as the first step in building a shelter and housing system in the
County. In addition, the FBCWC stated that it needed a non-congregate shelter in addition to its
existing emergency shelter. Unfortunately, there is a great need for all the HOME-ARP eligible
activities to address the unmet needs in the County.

Describe how the characteristics of the shelter and housing inventory, service delivery system,
and the needs identified in the gap analysis provided a rationale for the plan to fund eligible
activities:

Fort Bend County does not have emergency shelters to service single adults, families with children,
or young adults from 18 to 24. The only two shelters in the County are the Fort Bend County
Women’s Center (FBCWC) and the Park Youth Ranch (PYR). The FBCWC is a domestic violence
shelter and Parks Youth Ranch service children and teens.

The County does not have public housing authority. Permanent rental assistance is not available
to County residents. Homeless, housing and social service agencies provide emergency rental and
utility assistance.
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HOME-ARP PRODUCTION HOUSING GOALS

Estimate the number of affordable rental housing units for qualifying populations that the
County will produce or support with its HOME-ARP allocation:

Fort Bend County acknowledges the critical need for affordable housing and homelessness
services within the community. With its HOME-ARP allocation, the county aims to produce or
support (28) twenty-eight affordable rental housing units for qualifying populations. This includes
the development of a small non-congregate shelter with (20) twenty beds, rental assistance for (4)
four households (16 individuals), and (4) four affordable rental housing units for (8) eight
individuals.

Fort Bend County currently faces a shortage of transitional housing and permanent supportive
housing, with limited availability for all residents within the county's service area. Of the existing
HUD Affordable Rental Projects, only 13 are located in the service area, with two senior-only
projects offering 226 housing units and three projects providing 142 housing units for persons with
AIDS, the elderly, and disabled individuals. The remaining 754 housing units in the HUD housing
inventory are designated as family housing, with limited information available regarding unit sizes.

The county's proposed projects aim to address the critical need for affordable housing and
homelessness services. The small non-congregate shelter will provide temporary housing and
support services for individuals and families experiencing homelessness or at risk of homelessness.
Rental assistance funds will be allocated to low-income households struggling to afford housing,
assisting them in meeting their rent obligations. Additionally, the development of affordable rental
housing will contribute to new, affordable housing units for the qualifying populations.

Fort Bend County remains committed to collaboration with other organizations to develop and
implement additional programs and services that cater to the needs of all eligible individuals and
families. These initiatives may encompass job training and placement services, mental health and
addiction treatment services, children's services, and veterans' services.

Through these collective efforts, Fort Bend County aims to reduce the number of individuals
experiencing homelessness and improve access to affordable housing options for its residents.

Describe the specific affordable rental housing production goal that the County hopes to achieve
and describe how the production goal will address the County’s priority needs:

Fort Bend County has set a specific goal to produce or support 28 affordable rental housing units
for qualifying populations using its HOME-ARP allocation. This goal directly addresses the
County's priority needs, which include addressing the lack of affordable housing options, reducing
homelessness, and providing support services to individuals and families in need.

By producing or supporting these 28 affordable rental housing units, the County aims to make a
significant impact on these priority needs. The County recognizes the importance of collaboration
with other organizations to develop and implement additional programs and services that will cater
to the needs of eligible individuals and families.
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The production goal serves several purposes in addressing the County's priority needs:

1. Addressing the lack of affordable housing options: The creation of 28 affordable rental
housing units will offer much-needed housing for low-income families and individuals.
This will alleviate the burden of choosing between paying rent and meeting basic
necessities like food and healthcare.

2. Reducing homelessness: By providing safe and stable housing, the affordable rental units
will contribute to reducing the number of individuals experiencing homelessness. These
units will serve as a steppingstone for people to regain stability in their lives.

3. Providing support services: The County is committed to offering support services to
residents living in affordable rental housing units. These services may encompass job
training, financial assistance, and counseling to empower individuals and families on their
path towards self-sufficiency.

The County is determined to collaborate with other organizations to develop and implement
additional programs and services that cater to the needs of eligible individuals and families. This
collaborative effort may include job training and placement services, mental health and addiction
treatment services, children's services, and veterans' services.

By working together and taking proactive measures, Fort Bend County aims to reduce
homelessness and provide meaningful support to its residents in need.

Identify whether the County intends to give preference to one or more qualifying populations or
a subpopulation within one or more qualifying populations for any eligible activity or project:

Fort Bend County does not intend to give preference to any specific qualifying population or
subpopulation in its HOME-ARP activities and projects. The County recognizes substantial,
diverse needs among all populations.

Given limited HOME-ARP resources to address a range of needs, Fort Bend County will not
institute preferences for any particular qualifying population. Instead, the County will utilize the
Coordinated Entry system to thoroughly assess individuals and families experiencing or at risk of
homelessness and match them with the most suitable housing or service interventions.

This coordinated, housing-focused approach will allow the County to strategically allocate
HOME-ARP funds based on vulnerability and need assessments rather than preset preferences.
Partnerships with providers serving all populations will be vital to ensuring equitable access to
HOME-ARP resources where they are most needed.

If a preference was identified, explain how the use of a preference or method of prioritization
will address the unmet need or gap in benefits and services received by individuals and families
in the qualifying population or subpopulation of qualifying population, consistent with the
COUNTY’s needs assessment and gap analysis:
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As indicated previously, Fort Bend County does not plan to establish preferences for any
qualifying populations or subpopulations in the use of HOME-ARP funds. The substantial needs
across all populations led to this approach.

Rather than preset preferences, the County will rely on the Coordinated Entry system to assess and
refer individuals and families based on vulnerability and need.

Referral Methods

Counties are not required to describe referral methods in the plan. However, if a County intends
to use a coordinated entry (CE) process for referrals to a HOME-ARP project or activity, the
County must ensure compliance with Section IV.C.2 of the Notice (pagel0).

A County may use only the CE for direct referrals to HOME-ARP projects and activities (as
opposed to CE and other referral agencies or a waitlist) if the CE expands to accept all HOME-
ARP qualifying populations and implements the preferences and prioritization established by the
County in its HOME-ARP allocation plan. A direct referral is where the CE provides the eligible
applicant directly to the County, sub recipient, or owner to receive HOME-ARP TBRA, supportive
services, admittance to a HOME-ARP rental unit, or occupancy of a NCS unit. In comparison, an
indirect referral is where a CE (or other referral source) refers to an eligible applicant for placement
on a project or activity waitlist. Eligible applicants are then selected for a HOME-ARP project or
activity from the waitlist.

The County must require a project or activity to use CE along with other referral methods (as
provided in Section IV.C.2.ii) or to use only a project/activity waiting list (as provided in Section
IV.C.2.ii) if:
1. the CE does not have a sufficient number of qualifying individuals and families to refer to
the County for the project or activity;
2. the CE does not include all HOME-ARP qualifying populations; or,
3. the CE fails to provide access and implement uniform referral processes in situations where
a project’s geographic area(s) is broader than the geographic area(s) covered by the CE

If a County uses a CE that prioritizes one or more qualifying populations or segments of qualifying
populations (e.g., prioritizing assistance or units for chronically homeless individuals first, then
prioritizing homeless youth second, followed by any other individuals qualifying as homeless, etc.)
then this constitutes the use of preferences and a method of prioritization. To implement a CE
with these preferences and priorities, the County must include the preferences and method of
prioritization that the CE will use in the preferences section of their HOME-ARP allocation plan.
Use of a CE with embedded preferences or methods of prioritization that are not contained in the
County’s HOME-ARP allocation does not comply with Section IV.C.2 of the Notice (pagel0).

Identify the referral methods that the County intends to use for its HOME-ARP projects and
activities. County’s may use multiple referral methods in its HOME-ARP program. (Optional):

Fort Bend County will use Coordinated Entry along with a waitlist system for its projects and
activities.
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If the County intends to use the coordinated entry (CE) process established by the CoC, describe
whether all qualifying populations eligible for a project or activity will be included in the CE
process, or the method by which all qualifying populations eligible for the project or activity will
be covered. (Optional):

The qualifying populations that are not eligible for coordinated entry will be referred directly to
the HOME-ARP projects and activities.

If the County intends to use the CE process established by the CoC, describe the method of
prioritization to be used by the CE. (Optional):

Fort Bend County will use Coordinated Entry along with a waitlist system for its projects and
activities.

If the County intends to use both a CE process established by the CoC and another referral
method for a project or activity, describe any method of prioritization between the two referral
methods, if any. (Optional):

Fort Bend County will use Coordinated Entry and a waitlist system for its project and activities.
A waitlist will be maintained for each project and/or activity.

Limitations in a HOME-ARP rental housing or NCS project

Limiting eligibility for a HOME-ARP rental housing or NCS project is only permitted under
certain circumstances.

e The County must follow all applicable fair housing, civil rights, and nondiscrimination
requirements, including but not limited to those requirements listed in 24 CFR 5.105(a).
This includes, but is not limited to, the Fair Housing Act, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act,
section 504 of Rehabilitation Act, HUD’s Equal Access Rule, and the Americans with
Disabilities Act, as applicable.

e A County may not exclude otherwise eligible qualifying populations from its overall
HOME-ARP program.

e Within the qualifying populations, participation in a project or activity may be limited to
persons with a specific disability only, if necessary, to provide effective housing, aid,
benefit, or services that would be as effective as those provided to others in accordance
with 24 CFR 8.4(b)(1)(iv). A County must describe why such a limitation for a project or
activity is necessary in its HOME-ARP allocation plan (based on the needs and gap
identified by the County in its plan) to meet some greater need and to provide a specific
benefit that cannot be provided through the provision of a preference.

e For HOME-ARP rental housing, section VI.B.20.a.iii of the Notice (page 36) states that
owners may only limit eligibility to a particular qualifying population or segment of the
qualifying population if the limitation is described in the County’s HOME-ARP allocation
plan.

¢ The County may limit admission to HOME-ARP rental housing or NCS to households who
need the specialized supportive services that are provided in such housing or NCS.
However, no otherwise eligible individuals with disabilities or families including an
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individual with a disability who may benefit from the services provided may be excluded
on the grounds that they do not have a particular disability.

Describe whether the County intends to limit eligibility for a HOME-ARP rental housing or
NCS project to a particular qualifying population or specific subpopulation of a qualifying
population identified in section 1V.A of the Notice:

The County does not intend to limit eligibility for a HOME-ARP rental housing or NCS project to
a particular qualifying population or specific subpopulation.

If a County intends to implement a limitation, explain why the use of a limitation is necessary
to address the unmet need or gap in benefits and services received by individuals and families
in the qualifying population or subpopulation of qualifying population, consistent with the
County’s needs assessment and gap analysis:

N/A

If a limitation was identified, describe how the County will address the unmet needs or gaps in
benefits and services of the other qualifying populations that are not included in the limitation
through the use of HOME-ARP funds (i.e., through another of the County’s HOME-ARP
projects or activities):

N/A
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HOME-ARP REFINANCING GUIDELINES

If the County intends to use HOME-ARP funds to refinance existing debt secured by multifamily
rental housing that is being rehabilitated with HOME-ARP funds, the County must state its
HOME-ARP refinancing guidelines in accordance with 24 CFR 92.206(b). The guidelines must
describe the conditions under with the County will refinance existing debt fora HOME-ARP rental
project, including:

Establish a minimum level of rehabilitation per unit or a required ratio between
rehabilitation and refinancing to demonstrate that rehabilitation of HOME-ARP rental
housing is the primary eligible activity.

Fort Bend County does not plan to use any HOME-ARP funds to refinance existing debt
for multifamily rental housing projects. The County's priority for the HOME-ARP
allocation is to expand affordable housing options through new construction, acquisition,
and/or rehabilitation. Refinancing existing debt does not align with the key goals identified
in the County's needs assessment.

Fort Bend County is committed to ensuring compliance with HOME-ARP requirements
and will not undertake any refinancing of existing debt activities prohibited by HUD
regulations. The County's HOME-ARP funds will be focused on creating new affordable
housing stock for the qualifying populations.

Require a review of management practices to demonstrate that disinvestment in the
property has not occurred; that the long-term needs of the project can be met; and that
the feasibility of serving qualified populations for the minimum compliance period can
be demonstrated.

Fort Bend County will require a review of management practices to demonstrate that
disinvestment in the property has not occurred; that the long-term needs of the project can
be met; and the feasibility of serving qualified population for the minimum compliance
period can be demonstrated.

This comprehensive management practice review will ensure properties receiving HOME-
ARP funds have been properly maintained, demonstrate financial capacity for long-term
sustainability, and can viably serve income-qualifying households over the entire
affordability period.

State whether the new investment is being made to maintain current affordable units,
create additional affordable units, or both.

Fort Bend County intends to use HOME-ARP funding to create additional affordable
housing units. The County's investments will focus on increasing the supply of affordable

rental housing to address the needs identified in its needs assessment.

Specify the required compliance period, whether it is the minimum 15 years or longer.
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The compliance period for housing units created using HOME-ARP funds in Fort Bend
County will be set at a minimum of 15 years, as mandated by HOME-ARP guidelines.
During this period, the affordability of the units must be maintained to benefit low-income
tenants. By adhering to the prescribed compliance period, Fort Bend County demonstrates
its commitment to providing stable and affordable housing options for low-income
residents, supporting their housing security and overall well-being.

State that HOME-ARP funds cannot be used to refinance multifamily loans made or
insured by any federal program, including CDBG.

Fort Bend County will not use HOME-ARP funds to refinance multifamily loans made or
insured by any federal program, including the Community Development Block Grant
program.

Other requirements in the County’s guidelines, if applicable:

To Be Determined. These additional guidelines may be dependent on specific local
circumstances, changes in federal regulations, or other factors.

Fort Bend County HOME-ARP Allocation Plan | 44
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OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 12/31/2022

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* 1. Type of Submission: * 2. Type of Application: * If Revisfon, select appropriate letter(s):

[[] Preapplication DX New ' |

X Application [] Continuation * Other (Specify):

[ changed/Corrected Appiication | [_] Revision l |

* 3. Date Received: 4. Applicant identifier:

=200 - | [rxassis7 |

5a. Federal Entity Identifier: 5b. Federal Award ldentifier:

j421-vp480216 1] ]

State Use Only:

6. Date Received by State: [ 7. State Application Identifier: l |

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

* a. Legal Name: |Fort Bend County ]

* b. Employer/Taxpayer Identification Number (EIN/TIN): * ¢ UEL
| |{moGensEPNaL3 B

d. Address:

* Strestt: l301 Jackson Street ]
Street2: |suite 602 |

* City: !Richmond l
County/Parish: [Fort Bend County J

* State: ]Tx: Texas '
Province: I ‘

* Country: [USA; UNITED STATES I

*Zip / Postal Code: (77469-3108 |

e. Organizational Unit:

Department Name: Division Name:

[Community Development } ‘

f. Name and contact information of person to be contacted on matters involving this application:

Prefix: Jus . ] *FirstName: [carol l

Middle Name: | |

* Last Name: lBorrego l

Suffix; ‘ 1

Title: lCommunity Development Department Director

Organizational Affiliation:

| |

* Telephone Number: [281-341-4410 J Fax Number: |281-341-3762 J

—

* Emait: [carol .borrego@fortbendcountytx.gov J




Application for Federal Assistance 5F-424

* 9, Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

Ié: County Govermment

Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 3. Select Applicant Type:

:

* Other {specify):

L ]

*10. Name of Federal Agency:

[U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

11, Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

14.235 }

CFDA Title:

HOME Investment Partnerships Program American Rescue Plan {(HOME-ARP)

*12. Funding Opportunity Number:

* Title:

13. Competition Identification Number:

L |

Titte:

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

—

* 18, Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:

FY 2021: HOME ARP

Attach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions,




Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16. Congressional Disfricts Of:

*a. Applicant * b. Program/Project :j

Atftach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts if needed.

17. Proposed Project:

*a. Start Date: [09/01/2021 * b, End Date: [03/30/2030

18. Estimated Funding ($):

* 5. Federal | 3,322,057.00|

* b. Applicant
* o, Slate
*d. Local
* g, Other

*{. Program Income

“g TOTAL 3,322,057.00|

* 19, Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?

a. This application was made availabie to the State under the Executive QOrder 12372 Process for raview on .

[:f b. Program is subject to E.O. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review,
[] e Program is not covered by E.O. 12372,

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? {If "Yes,” provide explanatlon in attachment.}

[]ves No

i "Yes", provide explanation and attach

21, *By signing this appfication, | certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances* and agree to
comply with any resulting ferms if | accept an award. | am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 18, Section 1001)

** 1 AGREE

** The list of cerifications and assurances, or an Internet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency
specific instructions.

Authorized Representafive:

Prefix: l;)norable ] * First Name: IKP ]

Middle Name: r |

* Last Name: |George l

Suffix: l —|

* Title: County Judge - i

— e rr— —

* Telephone Number. |2g81-341~-8608 I Fax Number; |281—341w8609 ]

*Emall |county. judye@fortbendcountytx.gov . J

m * Date Signed:  |p3/28/2023

* Signature of Authorized Representative:




ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

OMB Number: 4040-0007
Expiration Date: 02/28/2025

Pubklic reporting burden for this collection of informatien is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including time for reviewing
instructicns, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintzaining the data needed, and completing and raviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project {0348-0040}, Washington, DC 20503,

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND
IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

NOTE:

As the duly authorized representative of the applicant, | certify that the applicant:

1.

Certain of these assurances may not be appiicable fo your project or program. If you have questions, please contact the ;

awarding agency. Further, certain Federal awarding agencies may require applicants to certify to additional assurances.

If such is the case, you will be notified.

Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability
(including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share
of project cost) 1o ensure proper planning, management
and completion of the project described in this
apglication.

Will give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General
of the United States and, if appropriate, the State,
through any authorized representative, access te and
the right to examine all records, bocks, papers, or
docurnents related to the award; and will establish a
proper accounting system in accordance with generally
accepted accounting standards or agency directives.

Will establish safaguards to prohibit employees from
using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or
presents the appearance of personal or erganizational
conflict of interest, or personal gain.

Will initiate and complete the work within the applicable
time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding
agency.

Wil comply with the (ntergovernmental Personnel Act of
1670 (42 U.8.C. §§4728-4763) relating to prescribed
standards for merit systems for programs funded under
one of the 19 statutes or regulations specified in
Appendix A of OPM's Standards for a Merit System of
Perscnnel Administration (5 C.F.R. 800, Subpart F).

Wil comply with all Federal statutes relating to
nondiscrimination, These include but are not limited to:
{a) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352)
which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, celor
or national crigin; (b) Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1872, as amended (20 U.5.C.§§1681-
1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination on
the basis of sex; (c) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation

Previous Edition Usable

Authorized for Local Reproduction

Act of 1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. §794), which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d)
the Age Discrimination Act of 1875, as amended (42 U,
S.C. §86101-61C7), which prohibits discrimination on
the basis of age; {e) the Drug Abuse Office and
Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. §2-255), as armended,
relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of drug
abuse; (f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and
Alccholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
Act of 1670 {P.L. 91-818), as amended, relating to
nondiscrimination cn the basis of alcohol abuse or
alcoholism; {g) §8523 and 527 of the Public Health
Service Act of 1912 (42 U.8.C. §§290 dd-3 and 280
ea- 3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohel
and drug abuse patient records; (h) Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1988 (42 U.S8.C. §§3601 et seq.}, as
amended, relating fo nondiscrimination in the sale,
rental or financing of housing; (i) any cther
nondigerimination provisicns in the specific statute(s)
under which application for Federal assistance is being
mads; and, (j} the requirements of any other
nondiscrimination statute(s) which may apply to the
application.

Will comply, or has already complied, with the
requirements of Titles |l and Il of the Uniform
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acguisition
Policies Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-848) which provide for
fair and equitable freatment of persons displaced or
whose property is acquired as a result of Federal or
federally-assisted programs. These requirements
apply to ail interests in rea! property acquired for
project purposes regardless of Federal participation in
purchases.

. Will comply, as applicable, with provisions of the

Hatch Act (5 U.S.C. §§1501-1508 and 7324-7328)
which limit the political activities of employees whose
principal employment activities are funded in whole
or in part with Federal funds.

Standard Form 4248 (Rev. 7-97)
Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102




9. Wil comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis-
Bacor Act (40 U.8.C. §§276a to 276a-7), the Copeland Act
(40 U.5.C. §276¢c and 18 U.5.C. §874), and the Centract
Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 U.S.C. §§327-
333), regarding labor standards for federally-assisted
construction subagreements.

10, Will comply, if appiicable, with flood insurance purchase
requirements of Section 102(a) of the Flood Disaster
Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 83-234) which requires
recipients in a special flood hazard area to participate in the
program and fo purchase flood insurance if the fotal cost of
insurable construction and acquisition is $10,000 or more.

11, Will comply with environmental standards which may be
prescrined pursuant to the following: (a) institution of
environmenial quality control measures under the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1869 (P.L. 91-190) and
Exscutive Order (EO) 11514; (b} notification of violating
facilities pursuant to EQ 11738; (c) protection of wetlands
pursuant to EO 11890; (d) evaluation of flood hazards in
flocdplains in accordance with EO 11988; () assurance of
project consistency with the approved State management
program developed under the Coastal Zone Management
Actof 1872 (16 U.S.C. §§1451 at seq.); {f) conformity of
Federal actions to State (Clean Air) Implementation Plans
under Section 176(c) of the Clean Air Act of 1855, as
amended (42 U.S.C. §§7401 et seq.); {g) protection of
underground sources of drinking water under the Safe
Drinking Water Act of 1974, as amended (P.L, $3-523);
and, (h) protection of endangerad species under the
Endangered Species Act of 1873, as amended (P.L.. 93-
205).

12, Wil comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of
1968 (16 U.8.C. §§1271 et seq.) related to protecting
components or potential components of the national
wild and scenic rivers system.

13. WIll assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance
with Section 108 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 18686, as amended (18 U.S.C. §470), EO 11593
(identification and protection of historic properties), and
the Archaeological and Histeric Presarvation Act of
1674 (16 U.8.C. §§469a-1 et seq.).

14. WIll comply with P.L. 93-348 regarding the protection of
human subjects invelved in research, development, and
related activities supported by this award of assistance.

15. Wil comply with the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of
1966 (P.L. 86-544, as amended, 7 U.S.C. §§2131 et
seq.) pertaining tc the care, handiing, and treatment of
warm blooded animals held for research, teaching, or
other activities supported by this award of assistance.

18. Wil comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning
Pravention Act (42 U.5.C, §§4801 et seq.) which
prohibits the use of (sad-based paint in construction or
rehabilitation of residence structures.

17. Will cause to be performed the required financial and
compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit
Act Amendments of 1996 and OMB Circular No. A-133,
"Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit
Organizations."

18. Wil comply with all applicable requirements of all other
Federal laws, executive orders, regulations, and policies
governing this program.

19. Wil comply with the requirements of Section 108(g) of
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000, as
amended (22 U.S.C. 7104) which prohibits grant award
recipients or a sub-recipient from (1) Engaging in severs
forms of trafficking in persons during the period of time
that the award is in effect (2) Procuring a commercial
sex act during the period of time that the award is in
effect or (3) Using forced labor in the performance of the
award or subawards under the award.

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING OFFICIAL

TITLE

; éjﬁ;ﬁf # '*jw

Eounty Judge

APPLICANT ORGANIZATIQ,

DATE SUBMITTED

IFort Bend County

| r 03/28/2023

Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-97) Back




ASSURANCES - CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS OMB Number: 4040-0009

Expiration Date: 02/28/2025

Public reperting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of informaticn, including suggestions for
raducing this burden, to the Office of Managament and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0042), Washingten, DC 20503,

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT
AND BUDGET. SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

NOTE: Certain of these assurances may not be applicable te your prefect or program. If you have questions, piease contact the
" Awarding Agency. Further, certain Federal assistance awarding agencies may require applicants to certify to additional
assurances, If such is the case, you will be natified.

As the duly authorized representative of the applicant:, | certify that the applicant:

Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance, 8. Will comply with the Intergovemmental Parsonnel Act
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability of 1970 (42 1.5.C. §§4728-4783) relating to prescribed
(including funds sufficient to pay the non-Faderal share standards of merit systems for programs funded

of profect costs} to ensure proper planning, under one of the 19 statutes or regulations specified in
management and completion of project described in Appendix A of OPM's Standards for a Merit System of
this application. Personnel Administration {5 C.F.R. 90C, Subpart F).
Wilt give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General 8. Wil comiply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoring

of the United States and, if appropriate, the State, Prevention Act (42 U.S.C, §84801 et saq.) which

the right to examine all records, books, papers, or prohibits the use ¢f iead-based paint in construction or
documents ralated to the assistance; and will establish rehabilitation of residence structures.

a proper accounting system in accordance with ) ‘

generaily accepted accounting standards or agency 10, Will comply with all Federal statutes relating to non-

directives.

Wil not dispose of, modify the usa of, or change the
terms of the real property title or other interest in the
site and facilities withcut permission and instructions
from the awarding agency. Will record the Federal
awarding agency dirsctives and will include a covenant
in the fitle of real property acquired in whole or in part
with Federal assistance funds to assure non-
discrimination during the useful life of the project.

Will comply with the requirements of the assistance
awarding agency with regard to the drafting, review and
approval of construction plans and specifications.

Wili provide and maintain competent and adequate
enginearing supervision at the construction site to
ensure that the complete work conforms with the
approved plans and specifications and will furnish

progressive reports and such other information as may be

required by the assistance awarding agency or State.

Will initiate and compiete the work within the applicable

time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding agency.

Will establish safeguards to prohibit employeas from
using their positicns for a purpose that constitutes or
presents the appearance of personal or crganizational
conflict of interest, or personal gain.

Previous Edition Usable

Autherized for Local Reproduction

discrimination. These include but are not limited to: {a)
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1864 (P.L. 88-352)
which prohitits discrimination on the basis of race,
color ¢r national erigin; (b) Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1672, as amended (20 U,S.C. §§1681
1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits diserimination
on the basis of sex; (¢) Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (26} U.8.C.
§794), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of
handicaps; {d) the Age Discrimination Act of 1875, as
amended (42 U.5.C. §§6101-6107), which prohibits
discrimination on the basis of age; (e the Drug Abuss
Office and Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-255), as
amended relating to nendiscrimination on the basis of
drug abuse; (f) the Comprehensiva Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism Pravention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-818), as amended, relating to
nondiscrimination on the basis of alcoho! abuse or
alcoholism; (g) §§523 and 527 of the Public Healit
Service Act of 1912 (42 U.5.C. §5290 dd-3 and 29G ee
3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcchol
and drug abuse patient records; (h) Title VIIl of the
Civil Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. §§3601 et seq.), as
amended, relating to nondiscrimination in the sale,
rental or financing of housing; (i) any other
nondiscrimination provisions in the specific statue(s}
under which application for Federal assistance is being
made; and (]} the requirements of any other
nendiscrimination statue(s) which may apply to the
application.

Standard Form 424D (Rev. 7-97)
Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102




11, Will comply, or has aiready complied, with the
requirements of Titles Il and |1i of the Uniform Relocation
Assistanice and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of
1970 (P.L. 91-848} which provide for fair and equitable
treatment of persons displaced or whose property is
acquired as a result of Federal and federally-assisted
pregrams. Thess requirements apply to all interests in real
property acquired for project purpcses regardless of
Federal participation in purchases.

12, Wil comply with the provisions of the Hatch Act (5 U.S.C.
§§1501-1508 and 7324-7328) which limit the political
activities of employees whose principal employment
activities are funded in whole or in part with Federal funds,

13. Wil comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis-
Bacon Act (40 U.5.C. §§278a to 276a-7), the Copeland Act
(40U.8.C. §276cand 18 U.S.C. §874), and the Contract
Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 0.8.C. §§327-
333) regarding labor standards for federally-assistad
construction subagreements.

14, Will compiy with flood insurance purchase requirements of
Section 102(a) of the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973
(P.L. 93-234) which requires recipients in a special flood
hazard area tc participate in the program and to purchase
flood insurance if the total cost of insurable construction
and acquisition is $10,000 or more.

15, Will comply with environmental standards which may be
prascribed pursuant to the foliowing: (a) institution of
environmental quality control measures under the Nationa!
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91~
180) and Executive Order (EQ) 11514; (b} notification
of violating failities pursuant to EQ 11738: ()
protection of wetlands pursuant to EO 11990: (d)
evaluation of flood hazards in floedplains in accordance
with EO 11988; (e) assurance of projact consistency
with the approved State rmanagement program
developed under the Coastal Zone Management Act of
1972 (16 U.8.C. §§1451 et seq.); (f) conformity of

Federal actions to State (Clean Alr) implementation
Plans under Section 176(¢) of the Clean Air Act of
1955, as amended (42 U.S.C. §§7401 et seq.); (g)
protection of underground sources of drinking water
under the Safe Drinking Water Act of 1 974, as
amended (P.L. 93-523); and, (h) protection of
endangered species under the Endangered Species
Act of 1673, as amended (P.L. 93-205).

18, Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of
19688 (16 U.8.C. §§1271 ot seq.} related to protecting
components or potential compenents of the national
wild and scenic rivers system.

17, Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance
with Section 108 of the National Historic Pressrvation
Act of 19686, as amendad (16 U.8.C. §470), EO 11583
{identification and protection of historic properties), and
the Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act of
1874 (16 U.5.C. §§469a-1 et seq).

18. Wil cause to be performed the raquired financial and
compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit
Act Amendments of 1998 and OMB Circular Ne, A-133,
"Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit
Organizations."

19, Will comply with all apglicable requirements of all other
Federal laws, executive orders, regulations, and policies
governing this program.

20. Wil comply with the requirements of Saction 106(g) of
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000, as
amended (22 U.S.C. 7104) which prehibits grant award
recipients or a sub-recipient from (1) Engaging in severe
forms of trafficking in persons during the pericd of time
that the award is in effect (2) Procuring a commercial
sex act during the period of time that the award is in
effect or (3) Using forced labor in the performance of the
award or subawards under the award.

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING GFFICIAL

TITLE

2 'w /i i
— g

,Pounty Judge I

APPLICANT bRGANIZATI()N J

DATE SUBMITTED

Fort Bend County

[ 03/28/2023 |
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HOME-ARP CERTIFICATIONS

In accordance with the applicable statutes and the regulations governing the consolidated plan
regulations, the participating jurisdiction certifies that:

Affirmatively Further Fair Housing --The jurisdiction will affirmatively further fair housing
pursuant to 24 CFR 5.151 and 5.152.

Uniform Relocation Act and Anti-displacement and Relocation Plan --It will comply with
the acquisition and relocation requirements of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real
Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended, (42 U.S.C. 4601-4655) and
implementing regulfations at 49 CFR Part 24. It will comply with the acquisition and relocation
requirements contained in the HOME-ARP Notice, including the revised one-for-one
replacement requirements. It has in effect and is following a residential anti-displacement and
relocation assistance plan required under 24 CFR Part 42, which incorporates the requirements of
the HOME-ARP Notice. It will follow its residential anti-displacement and relocation assistance
plan in connection with any activity assisted with funding under the HOME-ARP program.

Anti-Lobbying --To the best of the jurisdiction's knowledge and belief:

1. No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of it, to any
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a
Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of
Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal
grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the
extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, grant,
loan, or cooperative agreement;

2. If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a
Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of 2 Member of
Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, it will
complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying," in accordance
with its instructions; and

3. It will require that the language of paragraph 1 and 2 of this anti-lobbying certification be
included in the award documents for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants,
and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall
certify and disclose

accordingly.




Authority of Jurisdiction --The consolidated plan is authorized under State and local law (as
applicable) and the jurisdiction possesses the legal authority to carry out the programs for which
it is seeking funding, in accordance with applicable HUD regulations and program requirements.

Section 3 --It will comply with section 3 of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968 ;
(12 U.S.C. 1701u) and implementing regulations at 24 CFR Part 75. |

HOME-ARP Certification --It will use HOME-ARP funds consistent with Section 3205 of the
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (P.L. 117-2) and the CPD Notice: Requirements for the Use
of Funds in the HOME-American Rescue Plan Program, as may be amended by HUD, for
eligible activities and costs, including the HOME-ARP Notice requirements that activities are
consistent with its accepted HOME-ARP allocation plan and that HOME-ARP funds will not be
used for prohibited activities or costs, as described in the HOME-ARP Notice.

3/28/2023
Date

County Judge

Title




Fort Bend County HOME-ARP

ATTACHMENT B
Public Participation Summary

This section includes copies of the HOME-ARP public notices.
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HOME-American Rescue Plan (ARP) Allocation Plan
Fort Bend County
Public Meeting Notice

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has allocated $3,322,057.00 to Fort
Bend County in HOME-ARP program funds to provide housing, services, and shelter to specific
qualifying populations (QPs). These four QPs are:

1. Homeless as defined in 24 CFR 91.5;

2. At risk of Homelessness as defined in 24 CFR 91.5;

3. Fleeing or Attempting to Flee Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, Stalking, or
Human Trafficking(referred herein as domestic violence/sexual assault/trafficking); and,

4, Other populations who do not qualify under any of the populations above but meet one of the
following criteria:
A Other Families Requiring Services or Housing Assistance to Prevent Homelessness

B. Those At Greatest Risk of Housing Instability

The HOME-ARP statue reflects Congress’s intent that HOME-ARP activities benefit all four QPs to
address housing instability and homelessness. In accordance with the ITOME-ARP statute, the County
must design and administer the HOME-ARP program to provide all four QPs with access to HOME-ARP
projects or activities, The eligible HOME-ARP activities are:

Supportive Services

Acquisition and Development of Non-Congregate Shelters’

Tenant Based Rental Assistance (TBRA)

Development of Affordable Rental Housing (Permanent Supportive Housmg PSH)
Non-Profit Operating

Non-Profit Capacity Building

Administration and Planning

The County must indicate the amount of HOME-ARP funding that is planned for each eligible HOME-
ARP activity type in the allocation plan submitted to HUD. The allocation plan must be submitted to HUD
by March 31, 2023.

Public Meetings will be held on Tuesday, January 24, 2023 at 10 am and on Tuesday, January 31, 2023 at
1:30 pm af the William B. Travis Building 301 Jackson St., 6th Floor Meeting Room, Richmond, Texas to
receive comments from the public regarding HOME-ARP qualifying populations and eligible activities.
The public 1s encouraged to attend and to submit comments to Carol Borrego, Community Development
Director, 301 Jackson St., Suite 602, Richmond, Texas 77469 or
communitydevelopment(@fortbendcountytx.gov. Comments will be incorporated into the draft HOME
ARP Allocation Plan, as appropriate.

Persons with vision or hearing impairments or other individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids
and services may contact the department at (281) 341-4410 regarding reasonable accommodations for the
meeting. This venue is accessible for persons with physical disabilities. Spanish language translators are
available at the meeting for persons with Limited English Proficiency. Persons requiring other Ianguage
translators must contact the department at least 48 hours prior to the meeting at (281) 341-4410 to request
translation services for the meeting,




o115 - PUBLISHER'S AFFIDAVIT  poeonti™

Home ARP

THE STATE OF TEXAS § (
English)

COUNTY OF FORT BEND §

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared Lee Hartman who being by me
duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the Publisher of Fort Bend Herald and that said newspaper meets the
requirements of Section 2051.044 of the Texas Government Code, to wit:

1. it devotes not less than twenty-five percent (25%) of its (CLIPPING) (S)
total column lineage to general interest items; ON BACK

2.itis published at least once each week;

3. it is entered as second-class postal matter in the county
where it is published; and '

4. it has been published regularly and continuously since
1959. :

5.it is generally circulated within Fort Bend C_of_inty.

Publisher further deposes and says that the attached notice
was published in said newspaper on the following date(s) to wit:

01715

_,AD.2023 .

.Lee Hartman
Publisher

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN BEFORE ME by _Lee
Hartman, who - -

X ___a)is personally known to me, or

b) provided the following evidence to establish
his/her identity, _. -

on this the \&(t \ day of \]ﬁ.‘ﬂl LA ,AD.2023

to certify which witness my hand and seal of office.

(1]

q}:aw!{,gé BRIANNE MURRILE

g\: 25 Notary Public, State of Texas

”7’5*"6 5,1.;+\:;\‘;~ Comm, Expires 01-21-2024
Notary 1D 132321588

]

) /ﬁ
AR P oo

Notary Public, State of Texas
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HOME-AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN (ARP)
CONDADO DEFORT BEND
AVISO PUBLICO DE AUDIENCIAS PUBLICAS

En conformidad con el Departamento de Desarrollo Urbano de Viviendas (HUD), el Condado de Fort
Bend anticipa recibir $3,322,057 en fondos federales para el programa HOME-American Rescue Plan
(ARP). Estos fondos pueden ayudar a crear viviendas y servicios para poblaciones cualificadas (QPs). Las
cuatro poblaciones cualificadas son

1. Personas sin hogar definir en 24 CFR 91.5;

2. Personas a riesgo de quedarse sin hogar definir en 24 CFR 91.5;

3 Personas huirdn violencia domeéstica, victimas de violencia durante una cita, asalto sexual, o trafico
humano; vy,

4, Otras poblaciones vulnerables que no califican debajo de las poblaciones susodicho, pero
encuentran los criterios siguientes:
A. Otras familias que necesitan servicios o asistencia para no quedarse sin hogar.
B. Personas a gran riesgo de inestabilidad de hogar.

El programa HOME ARP refleja la intencidn de Congreso que las actividades benefician a todas cuatro de
las poblaciones cualificadas (QPs). El Condado tiene que diseflar y administrar el programa a proveer a
todas cuatro de las poblaciones cualificadas (QPs) acceso a los proyectos o actividades HOME ARP. Las
actividades elegibles son:

Servicios de apoyo,

Adquisicién y desarrollo de refugios no congregados
Asistencia de renta

Desarrollo de viviendas de renta con servicios {PSH)
Operaciones sin fines de lucro

Desarrollo de la capacidad para sin fines de lucro
Administracién y planificacién

£l Condado tiene que indicar la cantidad de fondos para cada proyecto o actividad elegible en un plan de
reparto. El plan tiene que ser presentado a HUD antes del 31 de marzo, 2023.

Habrd una audiencias pablicas el martes, 24 de encro de 2023, alas 10 de la mafiana y el martes, 31 de
enero de 2023 alas 1:30 de la tarde, en el edificio William B. Travis, 301 Jackson St., 6th Tloor Meeting
Room, Richmond, Texas para recibir comentarios del ptiblico sobre las necesidades de las poblaciones
cualificadas y las activadas elegibles. Se invita al piblico asistir y enviar comentarios a Carol Borrego,
Directora del Desarrollo de la Comunidad, 301 Jackson St., Suite 602, Richmond, Texas 77469 o
communitydevelopment@fortbendcountytx.gov. Todos los comentarios apropiados que son recibidos
pueden ser incorporados en el plan final.

Siusted tiene una incapacidad o esuna persona que no habla inglés y necesita alojamiento (incluyendo
un traductor de idiomas) para participar en estas audiencias piblicas, por favor pénganse en contacto
con la oficina al ntimero 281-341-4410 por lo minimo 48 horas antes de Ia audiencia. Las audiencias
estardn en edificios accesibles para personas con incapacidades fisicas.
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THE STATE OF TEXAS § Home ARP
COUNTY OF FORT BEND § (Spanish)

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared Lee Hartman who being by me
duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the Publisher of Fort Bend Herald and that said newspaper meets the
requirements of Section 2051.044 of the Texas Government Code, to wit:

L. it devotes not less than twenty-five percent (25%) of its (CLIPPING) (5)
total column Jineage to general interest items; ON BACK

2.itis published at least once each week;

3.1t 18 entered as second-class postal matter in the county
where it is published; and

4. it has been published regularly and continuously since
1959. ‘

5.it is generally circulated within Fort Bend County.

Publisher further deposes and says that the attached notice
was published in said newspaper on the following date(s) to wit:

01/15

, AD.2023

Vo

LLee Hartman
Publisher

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN BEFOREME by _lLee
Hartman, who

X___a)is personally known to me, or

b) provided the following evidence to establish
his/her identity,

on this the \%XN\ day of JﬁX\kLCmJ ,AD. 2023

to certify which witness my hand and seal'of office.

SWkT#l%,  BRIANNE MURRILE
X ﬁ(f"é Notary Public, State of Texas
23 Comm, Expiras 01-21-2024

' ﬁ’v"c...-"-\{é“
£l (LA ,/}ZWQ RIS Natary 1D 132321566

Notary Public, State of Texas -
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HOME-American Rescue Plan (ARP) Allocation Plan
Fort Bend County
Public Hearing Notice

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HHUD) has allocated $3,322,057.00 to
Fort Bend County in HOME-ARP program funds to provide housing, services, and shelter to
specific qualifying populations (QPs). These four QPs are;

1. Homeless as defined in 24 CFR 91.5;

. At risk of Homelessness as defined in 24 CFR 91.5;

3 Fleeing or Attempting to Flee Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault,
Stalking, or Human Trafficking(refetred herein as domestic violence/sexual
assault/trafficking); and,

4. Other populations who do not qualify under any of the populations above, but meet one
of the following criteria:

A. Other Families Requiring Services or Housing Assistance to Prevent
Homelessness; and,
B. Those At Greatest Risk of Housing Instability; or

5. Veterans and families that include a veteran family member that meet the criteria in one

of 1 — 4 above.

The HOME-ARP statue reflects Congress’s intent that HOME-ARP activities benefit all four QPs
to address housing instability and homelessness. In accordance with the HOME-ARP statute, the
County must design and administer the HOME-ARP program to provide all four QPs with access
to HOME-ARP projects or activities. The eligible HOME-ARP activities are:

Supportive Services

Acquisition and Development of Non-Congregate Shelters’

Tenant Based Rental Assistance (TBRA)

Development of Affordable Rental Housing (Permanent Supportive Housing-PSH)
Non-Profit Operating

Non-Profit Capacity Building

Administration and Planning

The County must indicate the amount of HOME-ARP funding that is planned for each eligible
HOME-ARP activity type in the allocation plan submitted to HUD.

A Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, February 7, 2023 at 1:00 p.m., Fort Bend County
Commissioners Court, 2™ Floor, Fort Bend County Courthouse, 401 Jackson Street, Richmond,
Texas to receive comments from the public regarding HOME-ARP qualifying populations and
eligible activities.

Persons with vision or hearing impairments or other individuals with disabilities requiring
auxiliary aids and services may contact the department at (281) 341-4410 regarding reasonable
accommodations for the meeting. This venue is accessible for persons with physical disabilities.
Spanish language translators are available at the meeting for persons with Limited English




Proficiency. Persons requiring other language translators must contact the department at least 48
hours prior o the meeting at (281) 341-4410 to request translation services for the meeting.
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: ' S Home-ARP (English)

THE STATE OF TEXAS §
COUNTY OF FORT BEND §

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared Lee Hartman who bein g by me i
duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the Publisher of Forr Bend Herald and that said newspaper meets the f
requirements of Section 2051.044 of the Texas Government Code, to wit:

' 1. it devotes not less than twenty—fiw)e percenf (25%) of its (CLIPPING) (S)
total column lineage to general interest items; ON B A CK

2.itis published at least once each week;

3.itis entered as second-class postal matter in the county
where it is published; and

4. it has been published regularly and continuously since
1959.

5.itis generally circulated within Fort Bend County.

Publisher further deposes and says that the attached notice
was published in said newspaper on the following date(s) to wit:

01/29

, AD.2023

75

Lee Hartman
Publisher

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN BEFORE ME by _Lee
Hartman, who .

X a)is persbnally krown to me, or

b) provided the following evidence to establish
his/her identity,

on this the 13\ day of _{iD U] ,A.D.2023

to certify which witness my hand and seal ofoffice.

il SWWH%,  BRIANNE MURRILE
5:"39 f;:,'é Netary Public, State of Texas
‘5,,‘%,-\3”‘15 Comm, Expiras 01-21-2024

mHENS  Notary ID 132321566

SR g AP D o ah i

Notary Public, State of Texas







HOME-AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN (ARP)
CONDADODEFORT BEND
AVISO PUBLICO DE AUDIENCIA PUBLICA

En conformidad con el Departamento de Desarrollo Urbano de Viviendas (HUD), el Condado
de Fort Bend anticipa recibir $3,322,057 en fondos federales para el programa HOME-American
Rescue Plan (ARP). Estos fondos pueden ayudar a crear viviendas y servicios para poblaciones
cualificadas QPs. Las cuatro poblaciones cualificadas son:

1. Personas sin hogar definir en 24 CFR 91.5;
Personas a riesgo de quedarse sin hogar definir en 24 CFR 91.5;

3. Personas huirdn violencia doméstica, victimas de violencia durante una cita, asalto sexual,
o trafico humano; v,

4, Otras poblaciones vulnerables que no califican debajo de las poblaciones susodicho, pero
califican los criterios siguientes:
A, Otras familias que necesitan servicios o asistencia para no quedarse sin hogar: y,
B. Personas a gran riesgo de inestabilidad de hogar; o

5. Veteranos y familias que incluian un miembro veterano que califican entre uno de los

criterios 1-4, susodicho.

El programa HOME ARP refleja la intencién de Congreso que las actividades benefician a todas
cuatro de las poblaciones cualificadas (QPs). El Condado tiene que disefiar y administrar el
programa a proveer a todas cuatro de las poblaciones cualificadas (QPs) acceso a los proyectos o
actividades HOME ARP. Las actividades elegibles son

Servicios de apoyo,

Adquisicién y desarrollo de refugios no congregados

Asistencia de renta (TBRA)

Desarrollo de viviendas de renta con servicios (Permanent Supportive Housing PSH)
Operaciones sin fines de lucro

Desarrollo de la capacidad para sin fines de lucro

Administracién y planificacion

El Condado tiene que indicar la cantidad de fondos para cada proyecto o actividad elegible.

Habra una audiencia publica ¢l martes, 7 de febrero de 2023, ala 1 de la tarde, en el Fort
Bend County Commissioners Court, 2nd piso del edificio Fort Bend County
Courthouse, 401 Jackson Street, Richmond, Texas para recibir comentarios del publico sobre las
necesidades de las poblaciones cualificadas y las actividades elegibles.

Siusted tienc una incapacidad o es una persona que no habla inglés y necesita alojamiento
(incluyendo un traductor de idiomas) para participar en estas audiencias puablicas, por favor
poénganse en contacto con la oficina al nimero 281-341-4410 por lo minimo 48 horas antes de
la audiencia. Las audiencias estardn en edificios accesibles para personas con incapacidades
fisicas.
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THE STATE OF TEXAS § Home-ARP (Spanish)
COUNTY OF FORT BEND §

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared Lee Hartman who being by me
duty sworn, deposes and says that he is the Publisher of Forr Bend Herald and that said newspaper meets the
requirements of Section 2051.044 of the Texas Government Code, to wit:

1.it devotes not [ess than twenty-five =percent (25%) of its (QLIPPIN G) (S)
total column lineage to general interest items; ON B ACK

2.itis published at least once each week;

3. it is entered as second-class postal matter in the county
where it is published; and ‘

4. it has been published regularly and continuoﬁsly since
1959,

5. it is generally circulated within Fort Bend County,

Publisher further deposes and says that the attached notice
was published-in said newspaper on the following date(s) to wit:

01/29

, A.D.2023

75

Lee Hartman
Publisher

- SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN BEFORE ME by _Lee
Hartman, who

X___ayis personally known to me, or

b) provided the following evidence to establish
his/her identity,

on this the \2¥0\_ day of _Fevuan ,A.D.2023

to certify which witness my hand and seal of office.

e, -

SRR S F Do o, BRIANNE MURRILE
7 ) = a5 , State of Texas
Notary Public, State of Texas Eif‘ﬁffEéNgfmrfnpéigifs 01.21-2024
2! ."-..-"'?'f" .
RS Notary ID 132321568







HOME-American Rescue Plan (ARP) Allecation Plan
Fort Bend County
Public Hearing Notice

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has allocated $3,322,057.00 to Fort Bend
County in HOME-ARF program funds to provide housing, services, and shelter to specific qualifying
populations (QPs). These four QPs are;

1. Homeless as defined in 24 CFR 91.5;
. At risk of Homelessness as defined in 24 CFR 91.5;

3. Fleeing or Attempting to Flee Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, Stalling, or
Human Trafficking(referred herein as domestic violence/sexual assauli/trafficking): and,

4. Other populations who do not qualify under any of the populatioas above, but meet one of the
following criteria:
A. Other Families Requiring Services or Housing Assistance to Prevent Homelessness; and,
B. Those At Greatest Risk of Housing Tnstability; or

5. Veterans and families that include a veteran family member that meet the criteria in one of 1 — 4
above,

The HOME-ARP statue reflects Congresses intent that HOME-ARP activities benefit all four QPs to
address housing instability and homelessness. In accotdance with the HOME-ARP statute, the County
must design and administer the HOME-ARP program to provide all four QPs with access to HOME-ARP
projects or activities. The eligible HOME-ARP activities are;

Supportive Services

Acquisition and Development of Non-Congregate Shelter

Tenant Based Rental Assistance (TBRA)

Development of Affordable Rental Housing (Permanent Supportive Housing-PSH)
Non-Profit Operating

Non-Profit Capacity Building

Administration and Planning

The Counly must indicate the amount of HOME-ARP funding that is planned for each eligible HOME-
ARP activity type in the allocation plan submitted to HUD.

A Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, March 7, 2023 at 1:00 p.m., Fort Bend County Commissioners
Court, 2" Floor, Fort Bend County Courthouse, 401 Jackson Street, Richmond, Texas {o recelve comments
from the public regarding the HOME-ARP Allocation Plan,

Persons with vision or hearing impairments or other individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids
and services may contact the department at (281) 341-4410 regarding reasenable accommodations for the
meeting. This venue is accessible for persons with physical disabilities, Spanish language translators are
available af the meeting for persons with Limited English Proficiency, Persons requiring other language
translators must contact the department at least 48 hours prior to the meeting at (281) 341-4410 to roquest
translation services for the meeting.

HOME ARP public heating rotice 372023




HOME-AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN (ARDP)
CONDADODEFORTBEND
AVISO PUBLICO DE AUDIENCIA PUBLICA

En conformidad con el Departamento de Desarrollo Urbano de Viviendas (HUD), el Condado
de Fort Bend anticipa recibir $3,322,057 en fondos federales para ¢l programa HOME-American
Rescue Plan (ARP). Estos fondos pueden ayudar a crear viviendas y servicios para poblaciones
cualificadas QPs. Las cuatro poblaciones cualificadas son:

i. Personas sin hogar definir en 24 CFR 91.5;
. Personas a riesgo de quedarse sin hogar definir en 24 CFR 91.5;

3. Personas huirdn violencia doméstica, victimas de violencia durante una cita, asalto sexual,
o réfico humano; y,

4, Otras poblaciones vulnerables que no califican debajo de las poblaciones susodicho, pero
califican los criterios siguientes:
A, Otras familias que necesitan servicios o asistencia para no quedarse sin hogar; v,
B. Personas a gran riesgo de inestabilidad de hogar; o

S. Veteranos y familias que incluian un miembro veterano que califican entre uno de los
criterios 1-4, susodicho,

El programa HOME ARP refleja la intencién de Congreso que las actividades benefician a todas
cuatro de las poblaciones cualificadas (QPs). El Condado tiene que disefiar y administrar ¢l
programa a proveer a todas cuatro de las poblaciones cualificadas (QPs) acceso a los proyectos o
actividades HOME ARP. Las actividades elegibles son

Servicios de apoyo,

Adquisicion y desarrollo de refugios no congregados

Asistencia de renta (TBRA)

Desarrollo de viviendas de renta con servicios (Permanent Supportive Housing PSH)
Operaciones sin fines de lucro

Desarrollo de la capacidad para sin fines de lucro

Administracion y planificacién

El Condado tiene que indicar Ia cantidad de fondos para cada proyecto o actividad elegible.

Habrd una audiencia pablica el martes, 7 de marzo de 2023, ala 1 de latarde, en el Fort Bend
County Commissioners Court, 2nd piso del edificio Fort Bend County Courthouse, 401
Jackson Street, Richmond, Texas para recibir comentarios del ptiblico sobte el plan.

Si usted tiene una incapacidad o es una persona que no habla inglés vy necesita alojamiento
(incluyendo un traductor de idiomas) para participar en estas audiencias publicas, por favor
pénganse en contacto con la oficina al ndmero 281-341-4410 por lo minimo 48 horas antes de
la audiencia. Les audiencias estardn en edificios accesibles para personas con incapacidades
fisicas.

HOME ARP public hearing notice spanish final 3 7 23
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