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This Worksheet was designed to be used by those “Partners” (including Public Housing Authorities, consultants, contractors, and nonprofits) who assist Responsible Entities and HUD in preparing environmental reviews, but legally cannot take full responsibilities for these reviews themselves. Responsible Entities and HUD should use the RE/HUD version of the Worksheet. 


Sole Source Aquifers (CEST and EA) - PARTNER
HUD Exchange Sole Source Aquifers Page

1. Is the project located on a sole source aquifer (SSA)[footnoteRef:1]?  [1:  A sole source aquifer is defined as an aquifer that supplies at least 50 percent of the drinking water consumed in the area overlying the aquifer. This includes streamflow source areas, which are upstream areas of losing streams that flow into the recharge area.] 

☐No   If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide documentation used to make your determination, such as a map of your project or jurisdiction in relation to the nearest SSA. 

☐Yes   Continue to Question 2.

2. Does the project consist solely of acquisition, leasing, or rehabilitation of an existing building(s)?
☐Yes   The review is in compliance with this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. 

☐No  Continue to Question 3.

3. Does your region have a memorandum of understanding (MOU) or other working agreement with EPA for HUD projects impacting a sole source aquifer? 
Contact your Field or Regional Environmental Officer or visit the HUD webpage at the link above to determine if an MOU or agreement exists in your area.
☐Yes  Continue to Question 4.

☐No  Continue to Question 5.

4. Does your MOU or working agreement exclude your project from further review? 
☐Yes   If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide documentation used to make your determination and document where your project fits within the MOU or agreement.

☐No  Continue to Question 5.

5. Will the proposed project contaminate the aquifer and create a significant hazard to public health?
Consult with your Regional EPA Office.  Your consultation request should include detailed information about your proposed project and its relationship to the aquifer and associated streamflow source area.  EPA will also want to know about water, storm water and waste water at the proposed project.  Follow your MOU or working agreement or contact your Regional EPA office for specific information you may need to provide.  EPA may request additional information if impacts to the aquifer are questionable after this information is submitted for review.

☐No  	If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide your correspondence with the EPA and all documents used to make your determination. 

☐Yes  	The RE/HUD will work with EPA to develop mitigation measures. If mitigation measures are approved, attach correspondence with EPA and include the mitigation measures in your environmental review documents and project contracts. If EPA determines that the project continues to pose a significant risk to the aquifer, federal financial assistance must be denied. Continue to Question 6.

Worksheet Summary 
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, such as:
· Map panel numbers and dates
· Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates
· Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers
· Any additional requirements specific to your program or region

Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD. 
Click here to enter text.
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