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Liberty Green Honored for Being “Green” 
Louisville Metro Housing Authority Receives ENERGY STAR Award 
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LOUISVILLE, KY –Mayor Jerry Abramson announced today that the 
Louisville Metro Housing Authority (LMHA) is a recipient of the 2007 
ENERGY STAR Award for Excellence in Energy-Efficient Affordable 
Housing.  
 
Louisville received the honor for its commitment to construct energy-
efficient housing at Liberty Green. Liberty Green is the new, $233 million 
mixed-income development located in east downtown that was once 
home to the Clarksdale public housing complex. Liberty Green is 
Louisville’s second Hope VI community. 

The ENERGY STAR designation signifies that all constructed buildings and 
units at Liberty Green are up to 30 percent more efficient than required 
by building codes. This will result in dramatic savings in energy costs for 
consumers who lease or purchase homes. ENERGY STAR features include:
higher levels of insulation, high efficiency heating and cooling systems, 
energy-efficient windows and enhanced ductwork. 

“As the city constructs new buildings and partners in new developments, 
it is important for us to keep a watchful eye on construction practices that
are environmentally friendly and conserve energy,” Abramson said. “By 
doing so at Liberty Green, we are able to not only conserve resources, 
but our new residents will be able to see a considerable savings on their 
energy bills.” 
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The ENERGY STAR Award is presented by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

"I am proud that Louisville has taken center stage on this national 
initiative," Congressman John Yarmuth said. "Louisville is a national 
model for Hope VI projects, and I hope this latest honor for Liberty Green 
will inspire other housing authorities and apartment developments across 
the country to consider energy-efficient construction." 

About ENERGY STAR 
ENERGY STAR was introduced by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency in 1992 as a voluntary market-based partnership to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions through increased energy efficiency. 

Today, in partnership with the U.S. Department of Energy, the program 
offers businesses and consumers energy-efficient solutions to save 
energy, money and help protect the environment for future generations. 

More than 9,000 organizations are ENERGY STAR partners committed to 
improving the energy efficiency of products, homes and businesses. 

Last year alone, people using ENERGY STAR approved products saved 
$14 billion on their energy bills and reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 
the equivalent of the pollution produced by more than 25 million vehicles.

For more information about ENERGY STAR, visit www.energystar.gov or 
call toll-free 1-888-STAR-YES (1-888-782-7937). 
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PHA becomes first Pennsylvania housing authority to build ENERGY STAR Homes 

    PHILADELPHIA- The Philadelphia Housing Authority set an example for developers of 

affordable housing today when it marked completion of 60 homes certified to the federal ENERGY 

STAR standard – and broke ground to begin construction on 125 more. This is the first time that a 

housing authority in Pennsylvania has built homes to that standard.  

 

    PHA Executive Director Carl Greene said his agency has two motives for building energy 

efficient homes. “The cost of utilities has been soaring for us and for our low-income residents. 

These homes will save significantly on heating and air conditioning bills. We also joined the 

ENERGY STAR program to show our concern for the environment,” he said.  

 

    The federal ENERGY STAR standard considers factors such as insulation, ventilation, high 

performance windows, tight construction, and efficient heating and cooling equipment. Testing 

must confirm these homes are at least 15 percent more energy efficient than homes built to the 

2004 International Residential Code (IRC).  

 

    The Pennsylvania Energy Development Authority (PEDA) provided partial funding for the energy 

upgrades.  

 

    "Energy conservation is the essential foundation of any serious energy policy, and is the 

Christine Wright (second from right) proudly 
shows her new Energy Star home to (l-r) 
Councilman Darrell Clarke, Department of 
Environmental Protection Secretary Kathleen 

Page 1 of 3Philadelphia Housing Authority | Pressroom

5/9/2007http://www.pha.phila.gov/press/index.asp?id=117



centerpiece of Governor Rendell's Energy Independence Strategy, providing immediate cost 

savings for homes and businesses and saving ratepayers $10 billion over 10 years," Department 

of Environmental Protection Secretary Kathleen McGinty said. “The Philadelphia Housing Authority 

deserves praise for building on that same foundation and taking an active leadership role in 

cutting energy use and saving taxpayer money at the local level."  

 

    PEDA has approved another grant of $118,000 to help defray the costs of ENERGY STAR 

construction on the new HOPE VI Ludlow development, for which ground was broken today. This 

site will feature 160 new homes in this long depressed section of North Philadelphia. The site is 

bounded by 6th and 8th Streets, Girard,  

and Montgomery Aves.  

 

    PHA’s partner in the ENERGY STAR program is the Energy Coordinating Agency (ECA), a 

nonprofit organization certified to work with builders seeking ENERGY STAR Homes certification.  

 

    ECA Executive Director Elizabeth Robinson praised PHA for taking the step. "PHA has shown 

tremendous leadership in the national effort to increase energy efficiency in affordable housing. 

These Energy Star Homes will not only be more affordable to their occupants in the years to come,

they will be more durable, comfortable, and more valuable."  

 

    Energy efficient construction is only a part of PHA’s overall energy conservation plan. The 

agency is installing compact fluorescent bulbs in all its buildings and apartments and replacing 

older toilets with new efficient models. The agency is also conducting its “Conserve Energy, 

Preserve Public Housing” information campaign to educate residents on the value of conservation.  

 

    Said Director Greene, “Every dollar we save on energy costs is a dollar we can invest in housing 

and neighborhoods. At a time when federal funding for public housing has fallen so far, saving 

money on energy is more important than ever.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

McGinty, and PHA Executive Director Carl 
Greene.

 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Secretary Kathleen McGinty and PHA Executive 
Director Carl Greene share a laugh during the 
Energy Star celebration in North Philadelphia. 
She says PHA deserves praise for taking an 
active leadership role in cutting energy use and 
saving taxpayer money at the local level.
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State and local officials joined PHA Executive 
Director Carl Greene and other agency officials 
for a groundbreaking ceremony for 125 new 
Energy Star homes. Shown in the picture are (l-
r) Liz Robinson of the Energy Coordinating 
Agency, PHA Sr. Deputy Exec. Director Michael 
Leithead, Greene, PA Department of 
Environmental Protection Secretary Kathleen 
McGinty, City Councilman Darrell Clarke, PHA 
Commr. Nellie Reynolds, and PHA Asst. Exec. 
Dir. for Operations Carolyn Carter.

Christine Wright says her new Energy Star 
home in North Philadelphia is so efficient that it 
has cut her electric bills in half.
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