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FORT WALTON BEACH HOUSING AUTHORITY
Victims of Domestic Violence Policy

Background

The Violence Against Women and the Department of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005
(VAWA) prohibits the eviction of, and removal of assistance from, certain persons living in
public or Section 8 assisted housing if the grounds for eviction or removal of assistance is an
instance of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. This policy is intended as a guide
for the Housing Authority to use in day-to-day operations when working with tenants who are
victims of domestic violence.

Admissions

The Housing Authority shall not deny admission to any applicant on basis that the applicant is
or has been a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking if the applicant
otherwise qualifies for assistance or admission.

Termination

An incident or incidents of actual or threatened domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking
will not be construed as a serious or repeated violation of a lease by the victim or threatened
victim of that violence and will not be good cause for terminating the tenancy or occupancy
rights of the victim of such violence.

Although screening and eviction policies allow the Housing Authority to evict households for
criminal activity by a member of the family or a guest that threatens the health, safety, or right
to peaceful enjoyment of other residents, the Housing Authority may exercise discretionary
authority to remove tenants involved in perpetrating acts of domestic violence, dating violence,
and stalking from the household while allowing the victim of such acts to remain in the unit.

The Housing Authority will, when notified, honor court orders addressing rights of access to or
control of the property, including civil protection orders issued to protect the victim and issued
to address the distribution of possession of property among the household members in cases
where a family breaks up. Furthermore, the Housing Authority may still evict a Tenant for any
violation of the lease not premised on the act or acts of violence in question against a Tenant or
a member of the Tenant’s household, provided that the Housing Authority does not subject an
individual who is or has been a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking to a
more demanding standard than other tenants in determining whether to evict or terminate.

The Housing Authority may terminate the tenancy of any Tenant if an actual and eminent threat
to other tenants or those employed at or providing service to the property if that Tenant’s
tenancy is not terminated can be demonstrated.

Fort Walton Beach Housing Authority
Victims of Domestic Violence Policy
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This Policy does not supersede any provision of any federal, state, or local law that provides
greater protection than this section for victims of domestic violence, dating violence, or
stalking.

Certification

The Housing Authority may request that an individual claiming protection under VAWA certify
via an approved certification form that such individual is a victim of domestic violence, dating
violence, or stalking, and that the incident or incidents in question are bona fide incidents of
such actual or threatened abuse and meet the requirements set forth in the aforementioned
paragraphs. The certification shall include the name of the perpetrator. The individual shall
provide such certification within fourteen (14) business days after the Housing Authority
requests such certification.

If the individual does not provide the certification within fourteen (14) business days afier the
Housing Authority has requested such certification in writing, the Housing Authority may evict
any tenant or lawful occupant that commits violations of the lease. The Housing Authority may
extend the fourteen (14) day deadline at its discretion.

The certification requirement may be satisfied by providing the Housing Authority with
documentation signed by an employee, agent, or volunteer of a victim service provider, an
attorney, or a medical professional, from whom the victim has sought assistance in addressing
domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking or the effects of the abuse, in which the
professional attests under penalty of perjury (28 U.S.C. §1746) to the professional’s belief that
the incident or incidents in question are bona fide incidents of abuse, and the victim of domestic
violence, dating violence, or stalking has signed or attested to the documentation; or by
producing a Federal, State, tribal, territorial, or local police or court record.

The Housing Authority reserves the right to demand that an individual produce official
documentation or physical proof of the individual status as a victim of domestic violence,
dating violence, or stalking in order to receive any of the benefits under VAWA. At the
Housing Authority’s discretion, it may provide for benefits to an individual based solely on the
individual statement or other collaborating evidence.

Confidentiality

All information provided to the Housing Authority pursuant to VAWA, including the fact that
an individual is a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, will be retained in
confidence and shall neither be entered into any shared database nor provided to any related
entity, except to the extent that disclosure is requested or consented to by the individual in
writing or required for use in an eviction proceeding or otherwise required by applicable law.

Fort Walton Beach Housing Authority
Victims of Domestic Violence Policy
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Definitions
For purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply:

Dating Violence: Violence committed by a person who is or has been in a social relationship of a
romantic or intimate nature with the victim; and where the existence of such a relationship shall
be determined based on a consideration of the following factors: the length of the relationship, the
type of relationship, and the frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the
relationship.

Domestic Violence: Felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence committed by a current or former
spouse of the victim, by a person with whom the victim shares a child in common, by a person
who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a spouse, by a person similarly
situated to a spouse of the victim under the domestic or family laws of the Jurisdiction receiving
grant monies, or by any other person against an adult or youth victim who is protected from that
person’s acts under the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction.

Stalking: To follow, pursue or repeatedly commit acts with the intent to kill, injure, harass, or
intimidate; or to place under surveillance with the intent to kill, injure, harass, or intimidate
another person; and in the course of, or as a result of, such following, pursuit, surveillance, or
repeatedly committed acts, to place a person in reasonable fear of the death of, or serious
bodily injury to, or to cause substantial emotional harm to that person, a member of the
immediate family of that person, or the spouse or intimate partner of that person. The term
“immediate family member” means, with respect to a person--

(A) a spouse, (brother or sister, or child) of that person, or an individual to whom that
person stands in loco parentis; or

(B) any other person living in the household of that person and related to that person by
blood or marriage.
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PHA 5-Year and Annual

U.S. Department of Housing and

Urban Development

OMB No. 2577-0226
Expires 4/30/2011

1.0 PHA Information
PHA Name: Fort Walton Beach Housing Authority PHA Code: __FLO69
PHA Type: O Small High Performing Standard HCV (Section 8)
PHA Fiscal Year Beginning: (MM/YYYY): __07/2012

2.0 Inventory (based on ACC units at time of FY beginning in 1.0 above)

Number of PH units: 174 Number of HCV units: 757

3.0 Submission Type

5-Year and Annual Plan {1 Annual Plan Only {J 5-Year Plan Only
4.0 PHA Consortia {J PHA Consortia: (Check box if submitting a joint Plan and complete table below.)
Participating PHAs PHA Program(s) Included in Programs Not in the No. of Units
Code the Consortia Consottia in Each
Program
PH HCV
PHA 1:
PHA 2:
PHA 3:

5.0 5-Year Plan. Complete items 5.1 and 5.2 only at 5-Year Plan update.

5.1 Mission. State the PHA’s Mission for serving the needs of low-income, very low-income, and extremely low income families in the PHA’s
jurisdiction for the next five years:

We, the employees of the Fort Walton Beach Housing Authority, through our collective efforts to positively enhance and better serve
this community with integrity, care and high ethical standards, and competence are committed to provide to low, very low, extremely
low and moderate-income residents of Okaloosa County:

. Quality affordable and secure housing opportunities.

. Neighborhood revitalization and stabilization activities.

. Efficient and effective management of HUD provided resources.

5.2 Goals and Objectives. Identify the PHA’s quantifiable goals and objectives that will enable the PHA to serve the needs of low-income
and very low-income, and extremely low-income families for the next five years. Include a report on the progress the PHA has made in
meeting the goals and objectives described in the previous 5-Year Plan.

A Increase the availability of decent, safe and affordable housing
1. Expand the supply of assisted housing
. Build the new 200 unit Sound Side Development including 50 profect based units.
. Maintain 100% public housing occupancy levels.
. Increase assisted housing choices by advising applicants and current families of housing opportunities
within the immediate area.

form HUD-50075 (4/2008)




Goals and Objectives (continued from previous page)

2. Improve the quality of assisted housing

. Maintain high performance levels/scores on the PHAS-MASS

. Continue with the Quality Assurance Review (QAR) program of residents’ files.
. Continue the applicability of the Enterprise Income Verification (EIV).

. Maintain SEMAP score at the high performance level.

3. _Increase customer satisfaction

. Provide improved communication with management and referral services to residents.
. Section 8 will continue to receive and assess customer surveys to improve communication.

4. Concentrate efforts to improve specific management functions

. Construct a new maintenance building for servicing the public housing units.
. Deliver timely and quality maintenance services to public housing residents.
. Maintain preventive maintenance efforts.

5. Renovate and modernize public housing units and site

. Implement FYs 2012-17 Capital Fund 5-Year Action Plan.

. Update 5 public housing units to Section 504/UFAS standards.

. Update the Charlie Hill public housing site to be Section 504/UFAS compliant
. Utilize contractors for projects presented in the five year action plan.

6. Implementation of the VASH program within our community

. Coordinate placement efforts with the local Veteran's Administration Office
. Provide candidates with 120 days to locate suitable housing
. Achieve and maintain 100% lease up (41 currently leased & 9 searching for units)

B. Improve community quality of life and economic vitality

Continue implementing public housing security improvements.
Continue to apply for emergency capital needs funding for safety and security measures.

C. Ensure Equal Opportunity in Housing for all Americans

Continue implementing Section 504, ADA and the Fair Housing Act.

Continue implementation of domestic violence policy and procedures.

6.0

PHA Plan Update
(a) Identify all PHA Plan elements that have been revised by the PHA since its last Annual Plan submission:
PHA Plan Elements (24 CFR 0903.7)
Eligibility, Selection and Admissions Policies, Including Deconcentration and Wait List Procedures:

s The FWBHA’s public housing admissions and continued occupancy policy; tenant selection and assignment plan
has been updated to inciude the following language: when a unit becomes or will become available,
management will select the next 3 top applicants on the waiting list.

« The FWBHA’s housing choice voucher program has now been awarded and received 50 VASH vouchers to help
assist homeless veterans in our community. Following HUD guidelines, VASH clients with the assistance of the
VA are given 120 days to locate suitable housing.

Operation and Management:

. In conjunction with the release of PIH Notice 2012-17 the FWBHA has added to its current IPM plan with
Florida Pest Control, services for the prevention and eradication of bedbugs. Florida Pest Control currently
services the Charlie Hill public housing development on a monthly basis with semi-annual preventative

treatments as well. The FWBHA will provide training for the staff to identify bedbugs and to perform ongoing

form HUD-50075 (4/2008)




periodic inspections. The staff of the FWBHA, in an effort to prevent bedbugs through awareness and
education, will provide the residents with informational handouts. Residents will be directed to notify
management immediately upon suspicion of infestation. Within 24 hours of notification, the FWBHA staff will
make contact with the residents and Florida Pest Control to schedule immediate treatment of the unit and all
adjoining units.  Units will then be monitored and treated weekly until the infestation has been eradicated.
Florida Pest Control is then required to provide certification to that fact.

Safety and Crime Prevention:

. Due to on-going criminal activity in the Charlie Hill Terrace property, the FWBHA has submitted a grant
proposal for emergency safety and security funding. When and if funding becomes available, the FWBHA is
proposing the following upgrades and additions for the safety of the public housing residents: repair and
replacement of all deteriorated fencing surrounding the community, more security lighting, the addition of
security cameras throughout the property, and integrated computer systems which will be linked directly to the

City of Fort Walton Beach police department for immediate response to critical situations.

(b) Identify the specific location(s) where the public may obtain copies of the 5-Year and Annual PHA Plan. For a complete list of PHA
Plan elements, see Section 6.0 of the instructions

. Main administrative office of the FWBHA located at 27 Robinwood Drive, SW, Fort Walton Beach, FL

. The FWBHA’s website: www.fwbha.com

7.0

Hope VI, Mixed Finance Modernization or Development, Demolition and/or Disposition, Conversion of Public Housing, Homeownership
Programs, and Project-based Vouchers. Include statements related to these programs as applicable.

The previously approved disposition application for the Germany Terrace public housing site has been amended to reflect a PGA
owned entity for purposes of building a new development using the HUD 221(d)(4) program. The new development has been

awarded 50 project based vouchers, pending all necessary HUD approvals.

8.0

Capital Improvements. Please complete Parts 8.1 through 8.3, as applicable.

8.1

Capital Fund Program Annual Statement/Performance and Evaluation Report. As part of the PHA 5-Year and Annual Plan, annually
complete and submit the Capital Fund Program Annual Statement/Performance and Evaluation Report, form HUD-50075.1, for each

current and open CFP grant and CFFP financing.

8.2

Capital Fund Program Five-Year Action Plan. As part of the submission of the Annual Plan, PHAs must complete and submit the Capital
Fund Program Five-Year Action Plan, form HUD-50075.2, and subsequent annual updates (on a rolling basis, e.g., drop current year,

and add latest year for a five year period). Large capital items must be included in the Five-Year Action Plan.

8.3

Capital Fund Financing Program (CFFP).
1) Check if the PHA proposes to use any portion of its Capital Fund Program (CFP)/Replacement Housing Factor (RHF) to repay debt

incurred to finance capital improvements.

9.0

Housing Needs. Based on information provided by the applicable Consolidated Plan, information provided by HUD, and other generally
available data, make a reasonable effort to identify the housing needs of the low-income, very low-income, and extremely low-income
families who reside in the jurisdiction served by the PHA, including elderly families, families with disabilities, and households of various
races and ethnic groups, and other families who are on the public housing and Section 8 tenant-based assistance waiting lists. The

identification of housing needs must address issues of affordability, supply, quality, accessibility, size of units, and location.

form HUD-50075 (4/2008)




PH # of % S8 & %
Families of
Families

Waiting List Total 84 426
Extremely low income <=30% AMI 73 86.9% 317 74.41%
Very low income (>30% but <=50% AMI) 9 10.71% 90 21.13%
Low income (>50% but <80% AMI) 2 2.38% 19 4.46%
Families with children 48 57.14% 268 62.91%
Elderly Families 3 3.57% 22 5.16%
Families with Disabilities 0 0 3 7%
Race /ethnicity - White 51 60.71% 254 59.62%
Race/ethnicity - Black 28 33.33% 152 35.68%
Race ethnicity -~ Hispanic 5 5.95% 23 5.4%
Race ethnicity - Asian 1 1.19% 6 1.41%
Race ethnicity - Other 4 4.76% 12 2.81%

9.1

Strategy for Addressing Housing Needs. Provide a brief description of the PHA's strategy for addressing the housing needs of families
in the jurisdiction and on the waiting list in the upcoming year. Note: Small, Section 8 only, and High Performing PHAs complete only
for Annual Plan submission with the 5-Year Plan. Maintaining 100% occupancy, by reducing public housing vacancies, implementation
of 5 day unit turn procedures and build approximately 200 new units for the purpose of providing affordable housing for the

community.

10.0

Additional Information. Describe the following, as well as any additional information HUD has requested.

(a) Progress in Meeting Mission and Goals. Provide a brief statement of the PHA's progress in meeting the mission and goals
described in the 5- Year Plan. Prior PHA Goal: Expand the supply of assisted housing. The FWBHA has continually maintained high

performance ranking on the SEMAP, and has now also achieved that goal on the PHAS-MASS score as well.

(b) Significant Amendment and Substantial Deviation/Modification. Provide the PHA's definition of "significant amendment” and
"substantial deviation/modification" to the plan. Fort Walton Beach Housing Authority, to meet the requirement of Final Rule 903.7(r)
and PIH 99-51, pertaining to “Substantial Deviation” and Significant Amendment or Modification,” offers the following:
. A substantial deviation from its Five-Year Plan; and a significant amendment or modification to its Five-Year Plan and Annual
Plan.
. Changes to rent or admissions policies or organization of the waiting list.
. Additions of non-emergency work items (items not included in the current Annual Statement of 5-Year Action Plan) or change
in use of replacement reserve funds under the Capital Fund.

. Any change with regard to demolition or disposition, designation, homeownership programs or conversion activities.

Any substantial deviation from the Mission Statement and/or Goals and Objectives presented in the Five-Year Plan that cause changes in

the services provided to residents or significant changes to the Agency’s financial situation will be documented in subsequent Agency

Plans.
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An exception to this definition will be made for any of the above that are adopted to reflect changes in HUD regulatory requirements

offered by HUD.

Required Submission for HUD Field Office Review. In addition to the PHA Plan template (HUD-50075), PHAs must submit the
following documents. Items (a) through (g) may be submitted with signature by mail or electronically with scanned signatures, but
electronic submission is encouraged. ltems (h) through (i) must be attached electronically with the PHA Plan. Note: Faxed copies of

these documents will not be accepted by the Field Office.

(a) Form HUD-50077, PHA Certifications of Compliance with the PHA Plans and Related Regulations (which includes all certifications
relating to Civil Rights)

(b) Form HUD-50070, Certification for a Drug-Free Workplace (PHAs receiving CFP grants only)

(c) Form HUD-50071, Certification of Payments to Influence Federal Transactions (PHAs receiving CFP grants only)

(d) Form SF-LLL, Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (PHAs receiving CFP grants only)

)
(e) Form SF-LLL-A, Disclosure of Lobbying Activities Continuation Sheet (PHAs receiving CFP grants only)

(f) Resident Advisory Board (RAB) comments. Comments received from the RAB must be submitted by the PHA as an attachment to
the PHA

Plan. PHAs must also include a narrative describing their analysis of the recommendations and the decisions made on these
recommendations.

(g} Challenged Elements

(h) Form HUD-50075.1, Capital Fund Program Annual Statement/Performance and Evaluation Report (PHAs receiving CFP grants
only)

(i) Form HUD-50075.2, Capital Fund Program Five-Year Action Plan (PHAs receiving CFP grants only)
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