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U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development
Office of Public and Indian Housing

OMB No. 2577-0226
Expires 4/30/2011

1.0 PHA Information
PHA Name: MUNICIPALITY OF PATILLAS PHA Code:RQ057
PHA Type: x_ Small High Performing Standard (Section 8 only)
PHA Fiscal Year Beginning: (MM/YYYY): 07/2010

2.0 Inventory (based on ACC units at time of FY beginning in 1.0 above)
Number of PH units: ____ Number of HCV units:_83___

3.0 Submission Type
5-Year and Annual Plan Annual Plan Only 5-Year Plan Only

4.0
PHA Consortia PHA Consortia: (Check box if submitting a joint Plan and complete table below.)

Participating PHAs
PHA
Code

Program(s) Included in the
Consortia

Programs Not in the
Consortia

No. of Units in Each
Program

PH HCV

PHA 1:
PHA 2:
PHA 3:

5.0
5-Year Plan. Complete items 5.1 and 5.2 only at 5-Year Plan update.

5.1
Mission. State the PHA’s Mission for serving the needs of low-income, very low-income, and extremely low income families in the PHA’s
jurisdiction for the next five years:

To promote adequate and affordable housing, economic opportunity and a suitable living environment free from discrimination.
5.2

Goals and Objectives. Identify the PHA’s quantifiable goals and objectives that will enable the PHA to serve the needs of low-income and very
low-income, and extremely low-income families for the next five years. Include a report on the progress the PHA has made in meeting the goals
and objectives described in the previous 5-Year Plan.

o Expand the supply of assisted housing
Apply for additional rental vouchers:
To serve additional 10 new families on a five year period.

o Improve the quality of assisted housing
Improve voucher management: (SEMAP score)
Increase customer satisfaction: enforcing housing quality standards criteria
Increase assisted housing choices

o Conduct outreach efforts to potential voucher landlords
Use media mass communication to obtain about three new landlords
each year on a five years period.

o Promote self-sufficiency and asset development of families and
individuals

o Increase the number and percentage of employed persons in assisted families:
Support and encourage ten head of the family to work or enroll in a technical
program during the five years period. At least two families per year

o Ensure equal opportunity and affirmatively further fair housing Objectives:
Undertake affirmative measures to ensure access to assisted housing regardless of

o Provide each assisted family a summary of their rights and responsibilities
under Equal Opportunity in housing for all Americans law. The PHA may develop
a flyer and/or brochure by August 2010.
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6.0

PHA Plan Update

(a) Identify all PHA Plan elements that have been revised by the PHA since its last Annual Plan submission:
(b) Identify the specific location(s) where the public may obtain copies of the 5-Year and Annual PHA Plan. For a complete list of PHA Plan

elements, see Section 6.0 of the instructions.
(a) Preferences for Admission:
 Involuntary Displacement, (Disaster, Fire, Property disposition)
 Victims of Domestic Violence
 Elderly or Handicapped Citizens
 Terminal Patients
 Single Mothers

 Families or Couples with children in risk to be removed from their home.
(a-1)Changes to Payment Standard
 1 BR-$348
 2 BR-$388
 3 BR- $550
 4 BR-$682
(b)Specific Locations:
 Calle Muñoz Rivera # 17

Patillas PR 00723

7.0 Hope VI, Mixed Finance Modernization or Development, Demolition and/or Disposition, Conversion of Public Housing, Homeownership
Programs, and Project-based Vouchers. Include statements related to these programs as applicable.
N/A

8.0
Capital Improvements. Please complete Parts 8.1 through 8.3, as applicable.

8.1 Capital Fund Program Annual Statement/Performance and Evaluation Report. As part of the PHA 5-Year and Annual Plan, annually
complete and submit the Capital Fund Program Annual Statement/Performance and Evaluation Report, form HUD-50075.1, for each current and
open CFP grant and CFFP financing.
N/A

8.2 Capital Fund Program Five-Year Action Plan. As part of the submission of the Annual Plan, PHAs must complete and submit the Capital Fund
Program Five-Year Action Plan, form HUD-50075.2, and subsequent annual updates (on a rolling basis, e.g., drop current year, and add latest year
for a five year period). Large capital items must be included in the Five-Year Action Plan.
N/A

8.3
Capital Fund Financing Program (CFFP).

Check if the PHA proposes to use any portion of its Capital Fund Program (CFP)/Replacement Housing Factor (RHF) to repay debt incurred to
finance capital improvements.
N/A

9.0
Housing Needs. Based on information provided by the applicable Consolidated Plan, information provided by HUD, and other generally available
data, make a reasonable effort to identify the housing needs of the low-income, very low-income, and extremely low-income families who reside in
the jurisdiction served by the PHA, including elderly families, families with disabilities, and households of various races and ethnic groups, and
other families who are on the public housing and Section 8 tenant-based assistance waiting lists. The identification of housing needs must address
issues of affordability, supply, quality, accessibility, size of units, and location.
See Attachment 9.0

9.1

Strategy for Addressing Housing Needs. Provide a brief description of the PHA’s strategy for addressing the housing needs of families in the
jurisdiction and on the waiting list in the upcoming year. Note: Small, Section 8 only, and High Performing PHAs complete only for Annual
Plan submission with the 5-Year Plan.
 Maintain or increase section 8 lease-up rates by establishing payment standards that will enable families to rent throughout the jurisdiction
 Undertake measures to ensure access to affordable housing among families assisted by the PHA, regardless of unit size required
 The PHA will identify housings units available for lease based on family size.
 Maintain or increase section 8 lease-up rates by marketing the program to owners, particularly those outside of areas of minority and poverty

concentration [PHA will circulate fliers with program information].
 Maintain or increase section 8 lease-up rates by effectively screening Section 8 applicants to increase owner acceptance of program
 Participate in the Consolidated Plan development process to ensure coordination with broader community strategies.
 Other (list below)

 Apply for additional section 8 units should they become available
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10.0

Additional Information. Describe the following, as well as any additional information HUD has requested.

(a) Progress in Meeting Mission and Goals. Provide a brief statement of the PHA’s progress in meeting the mission and goals described in the 5-
Year Plan.

(b) Significant Amendment and Substantial Deviation/Modification. Provide the PHA’s definition of “significant amendment” and “substantial
deviation/modification”

(a)The municipality’s outcome under this goal includes:
 All tenants were oriented about mobility and portability options of the voucher program in the initial briefing and as they required the

information.
 Several landlords were oriented about the Section 8 Program requirements.
 Flyers are posted in the different Municipal dependencies to promote the participation of Renters/Owners into the Section 8 Program.
 Payment standard were revised.
 Assisted to HUD trainings
(b) PHA’s Definition:
 When new regulation or law amendments were published by HUD

See Attachment 10.A

11.0
Required Submission for HUD Field Office Review. In addition to the PHA Plan template (HUD-50075), PHAs must submit the following
documents. Items (a) through (g) may be submitted with signature by mail or electronically with scanned signatures, but electronic submission is
encouraged. Items (h) through (i) must be attached electronically with the PHA Plan. Note: Faxed copies of these documents will not be accepted
by the Field Office.

(a) Form HUD-50077, PHA Certifications of Compliance with the PHA Plans and Related Regulations (which includes all certifications relating
to Civil Rights)

(b) Form HUD-50070, Certification for a Drug-Free Workplace (PHAs receiving CFP grants only)
(c) Form HUD-50071, Certification of Payments to Influence Federal Transactions (PHAs receiving CFP grants only)
(d) Form SF-LLL, Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (PHAs receiving CFP grants only)
(e) Form SF-LLL-A, Disclosure of Lobbying Activities Continuation Sheet (PHAs receiving CFP grants only)
(f) Resident Advisory Board (RAB) comments. Comments received from the RAB must be submitted by the PHA as an attachment to the PHA

Plan. PHAs must also include a narrative describing their analysis of the recommendations and the decisions made on these recommendations.
(g) Challenged Elements, At the Public hearing of the Municipality of Patillas there were no elements of the 5-Year 2010-2014 Plan and Annual

Plan 2010-2011.
(h) Form HUD-50075.1, Capital Fund Program Annual Statement/Performance and Evaluation Report (PHAs receiving CFP grants only)
(i) Form HUD-50075.2, Capital Fund Program Five-Year Action Plan (PHAs receiving CFP grants only)



Attachment 9.0
Housing Needs. Based on information provided by the applicable Consolidated Plan,
information provided by HUD, and other generally available data, make a reasonable effort to
identify the housing needs of the low-income, very low-income, and extremely low-income
families who reside in the jurisdiction served by the PHA, including elderly families, families
with disabilities, and households of various races and ethnic groups, and other families who
are on the public housing and Section 8 tenant-based assistance waiting lists. The
identification of housing needs must address issues of affordability, supply, quality,
accessibility, size of units, and location.

Statement of Housing Needs

The data included within this portion of the plan is based upon existing available U.S. Census
data, as well as Puerto Rico Housing Planning Board statistical data, and other reliable
sources such as the local housing authority, and other similar agencies such as the
Commonwealth Department of the Family.

Since this same jurisdiction, namely the Municipality of Patillas is not seeking funding on behalf
of an eligible metropolitan statistical area under the HOPWA program, the needs described for
housing and supportive services does not address the needs of persons with HIV/AIDS and
their families throughout the eligible metropolitan statistical area.

The Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) Data Book issued by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development, indicates that the Municipality of Patillas, has
a total of some 7,677 housing units, of which some 6,576 units are occupied.

It should be noted, that he housing needs were based upon the number of renter and owner-
occupied units with one or more housing problems. The definition of housing units with
problems included those that:

1. Occupying units having physical defects or being in deteriorated
state.

2. Classified as being overcrowded.
3. Meet the definition of having a cost burden of more than 30 percent.

Based upon the latter, housing needs were determined to represent a major problem in terms
of identifying housing problems in both renter and owner-occupied households with more than
one problem, such as residing within overcrowded, deteriorated and/or dilapidated swelling
units, or meeting the definition of housing cost burdens greater than 30 percent of family’s
income.

Of the total 9,982 year-round housing units within the Municipality of Patillas renters on a year-
round basis, of which 30% units have some type of housing problem.

It is estimated from figures obtained from such sources as the Department of Housing; Social
Services; the Family; Planning Board, and our own internal figures based upon demands from
the public at large upon local public housing units, and upon our locally administered Tenant-
Based Subsidized Housing Program that rental housing demands will require some additional
159 units. This is assuming that the present economic conditions will stabilize at present
levels, and that all social programs currently in place, will continue to be funded at present



levels over the next five years. Should any existing social program be eliminated and/or
receive severe cutbacks; the demand for renter households will then skyrocket at unpredictable
levels.

It should be noted, that this same increase of 159 additional rental units on the local housing
market, will it is estimated, be among the extremely low and low income segment of our local
society who are either unable and/or unwilling to relocate to other communities.

There 19.6% households bearing a cost burden in excess of 30% of income, while at the same
time some 10.1% suffered from a cost burden above the 50% of income level.

Overcrowded Units

According to the CHAS Data book dated 2000 there were some 128 renters occupied housing
units, which were classified as being in an overcrowded condition. Additionally, some 53.1% of
large family renter households likewise, represented overcrowded conditions.

In this regard, and based upon the statistical data presented herein and from such reliable
sources as the Planning Board, Housing, Social Services, and our own local appraisal based
upon pour locally administered Tenant-Based program we have identified the following Renter
Households by income Groups and categories:

MUNICIPALITY OF PATILLAS
RENTER HOUSEHOLD BY INCOME GROUPS:

RENTER
HOUSE-
HOLDS

EXTREMELY
LOW INCOME

(0-30%)

VERY
LOW

INCOME
(31-50%)

LOW
INCOME
(51-80%)

MODE-
RATE

INCOME
(81-95%)

TOTAL

Elderly 38 18 57 45 158
Small
Families

209 71 94 413 787

Large
Families

24 43 68 99 234

Other 104 0 23 79 206
Total 375 132 242 636 1385

Elderly Rental Households
According to the 2,000, CHAS Data book, there was a total of some 158 renter households
within the Municipality of Patillas of which 18 were classified as being very low income, 45
households that were classified as being of moderate income and 7 as being above income
levels.

Cost Burden
Within this same income category involving elderly households, some 38 were within the 0-
30% and 50 households were whiting 31-50% range.



Small Family Rental Households
The small family rental household category, some 787 households, represented the following
numbers:

- 209 units were classified as being of extremely low income;
- 71 units were classified as being of very low income;
- 94 units were classified as being of low income;
- 413 units were classified as being of moderate income.
-

Cost Burden
Within this same Small Family renter’s household group some 42.8% of the households of the
households were classified as being of extremely low-income, 35.0% households of very low
income, 21.9% households of low income, and finally, 2.1% represented moderate-income
levels.

Large Family Renter Households
This same comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) Data book covering Puerto
Rico and dated 2000, indicated that there was a total of some 234 large rental household
families, of which some 24 were classified as being of extremely low income; 43 were
classified as very low income and some 68 large family renter households representing low
income families, as well as 99 large family renter households representing moderate income.

Cost Burden
Within this same large family renter’s household income group of some 24 households fall
within the 0-30 % group and 43 such households are within the 31-50% range.

Homeless Persons
From a review of available reliable statistical data available at the present time, the Municipality
of Patillas does not possess any homeless person it has no need for shelters or supportive
services covering this same segment of its local population.

Persons with Disability
Utilizing various information available to the Municipality of Patillas including both the U.S.
Census (2000), the Puerto Rico Planning Board, and likewise numerous states and local
agencies having to deal with disabilities, we likewise have estimated our needs fairly
accurately.

According to the Puerto Rico Development Disabilities Planning Board, it is a nationally
accepted fact that within the general population, 1.8 percent will have one form or another of a
developmental disability. In this respect, Patillas with a 2000 total population of some 20,152,
it is estimated that 235 persons are classified as giving a developmental disability.

Persons With Physical and Development Disabilities
Within Patillas the 235 estimated persons as having been classified as having either a physical
or development disabilities are currently residing with other family members, or residing within
a rental unit. One of the projects requested within our first year of activities is housing
rehabilitation, a part of which, will be devoted not only to remove or correct health or safety



hazards, in order to comply with applicable development standards or codes, and/or to improve
general living conditions of the resident(s), including improved accessibility by handicapped
persons.

At the present time there are no known day care centers, either private or public for
developmental disability within Patillas. These same services are rendered in the adjacent
municipality of Guayama..

Within Patillas several obstacles prevent the disabled from obtaining adequate housing:

- Proper accessibility;
- Centrally located housing convenient to public transportation;
- The need for additional rent subsidies as those afforded under HUD’s

tenant-based subsided housing programs.

Estimate of Housing Needs Projected
The projected housing needs within Patillas were estimated based on various sourced such as
the 2000 Census, Puerto Rico Planning Board, Puerto Rico Department of Housing, and the
local Section 8 Office. Housing needs in most communities of which PATILLAS is no different,
come about as a result of the following:

- High housing costs;
- Housing located in areas subject to landslide, or unstable terrain;
- Physical deteriorated housing;
- Inadequate and overcrowded units.

The Puerto Rico Planning Board clearly indicated three (3) reasons for which a dwelling unit
would be classified as being inadequate housing:

1- High Housing costs;
2- Being overcrowded;
3- Being in a physical deteriorated condition

It is in this regard that these general principals required being operational through precise
definitions according to the U.S. Census Bureau, such as a unit is considered overcrowded if
the household consists of at least three persons and have 1.5 persons or more per room.

It should be noted, that household having unusually high housing costs when the following
occurs:

a. Two or more persons, with the heads of households less than 65 years
of age paying more than 25 percent of their income for rent.

b. Single person paying more than 35 percent of their income for rent;
c. Two or more persons, with the heads of households over the age of 65,

which are paying more than 35 percent of their income for rent.

Further housing units lacking complete indoor plumbing facilities or deteriorated/dilapidated
housing units having all plumbing facilities are regarded as being inadequate. In this regard,



estimating the total needs for housing within Patillas was based on the various sourced
previously noted, regarding each of the three components of housing need.

Barriers to Affordable Housing

Like any other community across this Nation, whether it is in Puerto Rico, or on the U.S.
Mainland, the principle barriers to affordable housing within the Municipality of PATILLAS are:

1. The high cost of land development due to general lack of both vacant
and available land;

i. The high cost of construction, which for the most part includes the
construction of a sanitary sewer system, water lines, electrical
services, within distant rural communities where vacant lands are
currently available.

These combined factors representing the high cost, clearly indicates that better than 80% of
the total population of PATILLAS would indeed require some kind of assistance in order to
solve their housing problems.

At the present time the only sources of purchasing a home within PATILLAS is by securing a
private mortgage through a banking institution or mortgage through a banking institution or
mortgage lending institution, which for the most part is not approving mortgage to low or
moderate income families. At the present time, it appears that the minimum income required o
purchase a home, averages at least $40,000. This same requisite along with a stable credit
and employment recorded are required.

Bearing this in mind, if a family does not qualify to purchase a dwelling unit, then they
qualify to rent a housing unit. This is more acute, since (1) there exists a lack of rental
properties available, and (2) those units that are available for rent, are so costly ranging
from $400 to $650 a month, that without some form of a rental subsidy, are indeed
beyond the low and moderate income families. This can be verified, since some 194
families are currently awaiting placement on a waiting list, seeking assistance under our
own Tenant-based subsidized Housing Assistance Program.

Statement of Housing Needs
Housing Needs of Families on the Section 8 Tenant- Based Assistance Waiting List.

Housing Needs of Families on the Municipality of Patillas Waiting List
# of families % of total

families
Waiting list total 194

Extremely low income <=30%
AMI

151 78

Very low income
(>30% but <=50% AMI)

34 18

Low income
(>50% but <80% AMI)

6 3



Families with children 169 87
Elderly families 2 1
Families with Disabilities 2 1
Race/ethnicity 194 100

The Municipality of PATILLAS purged the waiting list on junio/2009 and there are 194 persons
on it.

Strategy for Addressing Housing Needs. Provide a brief description of the PHA’s strategy
for addressing the housing needs of families in the jurisdiction and on the waiting list in the
upcoming year. Note: Small, Section 8 only, and High Performing PHAs complete only
for Annual Plan submission with the 5-Year Plan.

The Municipality of Patillas intends to continue addressing the needs of the community
utilizing the following strategies:

 Maximize the number of affordable units available to the PHA within its current
resources by maintaining or increasing section 8 lease-up rates establishing payments
standards that will enable families to rent throughout the jurisdiction.

 Undertake measures to ensure access to affordable housing among families assisted
by the PHA, regardless of unit seize required.

 Increase the number of affordable housing units by applying for additional section 8
should they become available.

 Seek designation of public housing for families with disabilities.
 Conduct activities to affirmatively further fair housing by counseling section 8 tenants as

to location of units outside of areas of poverty or minority concentration and assist them
to locate those units.



Attachment

10. A

Additional Information. Describe the following, as well as any additional information HUD has
requested.

(a) Progress in Meeting Mission and Goals. Provide a brief statement of the PHA’s progress in
meeting the mission and goals described in the 5-Year Plan.

The Municipality of Patillas has achieved the following:

Increase the leasing rate to 100%, and has achieved a score of “High Performer” under
the HUD’s Section Eight Management Assesment Program (SEMAP) certification.

Has been actively promoting freedom of housing choice so as to achieve spatial
deconcentration of extremely low-income families within our homogeneous community.

Continue with our established goal or providing improved conditions for extremely low-income
families while maintaining their rent payments at an affordable level.

In order to start with the Homeownership Program the Municipality has been promoting it the
tenants.

While the Municipality of Patillas is pleased with what has been accomplished so far, Patillas is very
much cognizant of the long road ahead so as to meet the needs of its citizens. On an ongoing basis
the Municipality of Patillas continues to evaluate the goals and strategies that have been established
so that it can better meet the demand of housing.

(b) Significant Amendment and Substantial Deviation/Modification. Provide the PHA’s definition
of “significant amendment” and “substantial deviation/modification”.

The PHA defines a “substantial deviation” and significant amendment of modifications” as a
discretionary change in the plan or policy of the PHA that fundamentally modifies the mission, goals,
objectives or plans of the agency and which will require the formal approval of the Board of
Commissioners.

An exception to this definition will be made only to the extent that the modification is the result of
changes in HUD regulatory requirements; such changes will not be considered a substantial deviation
or signification amendment of modification of either the Five Year or Annual Plans.









Municipality of Patillas
Annual Plan 2010-2011 &

5 Years Plan

RAB Comments and Explanation of PHA Response

The Resident Advisory Board and the entire participant assisting the Public

Hearing commented and asked questions regarding the overall Section 8 Program policies and

requirements. These had an effective participation and represent the assisted families under the

Section 8 Program and in the process of preparation, implementation and evaluation of the Annual

Plans.

The RAB participated in the revision of the Annual Plan for fiscal year 2010-2011 & 5 year Plan. A

notice was prepared and posted in public areas to notify about the availability of the Plans and to

extend an invitation to a Public Hearing.

Each participant had the opportunity to revise and submit comments about the Annual Plan & 5 year

Plan because they had already been available for revision and comments by the citizens for a period

of 45 days.

Due to the fact that all the comments were answered, the Residents Advisory Board endorses both

plans.



Municipality of PATILLAS
Annual Plan 2010-2011 & 5 year Plan

II. MEMBERSHIP OF THE RESIDENT ADVISORY BOARD OR BOARDS:

1- Vilma Rodriguez
Bo Real Muñoz Rivera Carr 184 Km 10.3
Patillas, P.R. 00723

2- Haidee Santana Rosario
Bo Jacaboa Sector Higuero
Patillas, P.R. 00723

3- Raquel Lebron Garcia
Calle Cristo Alto Casa 2
Patillas, PR 00723

Executive Director

The Mayor of the Municipality of Patillas was elected to administer the municipal government and is
the executive director of the PHA.



Challenged Elements Certification

At the Public hearing of the Municipality of a Patillas there were no elements of the 5-Year 2010-2014
Plan and Annual Plan 2010-2011.



Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Policy

(Notice PIH 2006-23, 2006-42 and 2007-42, 2007-5, 24 CFR 5.2005 and the Violence Against
Women and Justice Department Reauthorization Act of 2005 (VAWA 2005, 42 U.S.C. 13925).

On January 5, 2006, President Bush signed VAWA into law as Public Law 109-162. Section 603 of
the law amends Section 5A of the U.S. Housing Act (42 U.S.C 1437c-1) to require PHA’s five year
and annual PHA Plans to contain information regarding this matter. Sections 606 and Section 607
amend the Section 8 and public housing sections of the U.S. Housing Act (42U.S.C. 1437f and
1437d) to protect certain victims of criminal domestic of criminal domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, or stalking-as well as members of the victims immediate families-from losing their
HUD-assisted housing as a consequence of the abuse for which they were the victim.

VAWA prohibits the eviction of and removal of assistance from, certain person living in public or
Section 8 assisted housing of the asserted grounds for such action is an instance of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking, and those terms are defines in Section 3 of the
United Stated Housing Act of 1937 as amended by VAWA (42 U.S.C. 13925).

To comply accordingly with this law the Municipality of Patillas will provide to applicants, tenants, as
well as owners participating in the section 8 program the following information:

1- Certification form HUD-50066

The Municipality of Patillas will make the certification form HUD-50066 available to all
eligible families at the time of admission(as part of the briefing packet the family is
provided with the HUD Tenancy Addendum, which provide orientation about the
protection to victims of abuse), also, in the event of a termination or start of an eviction
proceeding, PHA’s may enclose the form with the appropriate notice and direct the
family to complete, sign and return the form (if applicable) by a specified date.

The M Patillas may request a tenant to certify that the individual is a victim of domestic
violence, dating violence or stalking and that the incidence(s) of threatened or actual
abuse are bona fide in determining whether the protections afforded to such individuals
under VAWA are applicable. The Municipality of Patillas may request in writing that an
individual complete, sign and submit, within 14 business days of the request, a HUD-
approved certification form (Form HUD 50066). On the form, the individual certifies that
he/she is a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, and that the incident
or incidences in question are bona fide incidences of such actual or threatened abuse.
On the certification form, the individual shall provide the name of the perpetrator.

An owner or PHA is not required to demand that an individual produce official
documentation or physical proof of an individual’s status as a victim of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault or stalking in order to receive the protections of
VAWA. Note that, a PHA, owner or manager, at their discretion, may provide
assistance to an individual based solely upon the individual’s statement or other
corroborating evidence.



The PHA, owner or manager should be mindful that the delivery of the certification form
to the tenant in response to an incident via mail may place the victim at risk, e.g., the
abuser may monitor the mail. Therefore, PHA’s, owners and managers may require
that the tenant come into the office to pick up the certification form and are encouraged
work with tenants to make delivery arrangements that do no place the tenant in any risk.
If the individual does not provide the form HUD-50066 or the information that may be
provided in lieu of the certification by the 14th business day or any extension of that date
provided by the PHA, owner or manager, none to the protections afforded to the victim
of domestic violence, dating violence or staling by sections 606 or 607 will apply. The
PHA, owner or manager would therefore be free to evict, or to terminate assistance, in
the circumstances authorize by otherwise applicable law and lease provisions, without
regard to the amendments made by Sections 606 and 607.

In lieu of a certification form, or in addition to the certification form, a tenant may provide
to the PHA and the owners:

o A Federal, State, tribal, territorial, or local police record or court record;
o Documentation signed and attested to by an employee, agent or volunteer of a

victim service provider, an attorney or a medical professional, from whom the victim
has sought assistance in addressing domestic violence, dating violence or stalking,
or the effects of abuse, in which the professional attests under penalty of perjury (28
U.S.C. 1746) to the professional’s belief that the incident or incidents in question are
bona fide incidents of abuse, and the victim of domestic violence, or stalking has
signed or attested to the documentation.

2-Definitions:

a-Domestic Violence: Includes felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence committed
by a current or former spouse of the victim, by a person with whom the victim share a
child in common, by a person who is cohabitated with or has cohabited with the victim
as a spouse, by a person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the
domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction receiving grant monies, or by any
other person against an adult or youth victim who is protected from that person’s acts
under the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction.

b-Dating Violence: Violence committed by a person:
who is or has been is a social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the
victim; and where the existence of such a relationship shall be determined based on
a consideration of the following factors: (i) the length of the relationship; (ii) the type
of relationship; and (iii) the frequency of interaction between the persons involved in
the relationship.

c-Stalking: to follow, pursue, or repeatedly commit acts with the intent to kill, injure,
harass, or intimidate; or to place under surveillance with the intent to kill, injure,
harass, or intimidate another person; and in the course of, or as a result of, such
following, pursuit, surveillance, or repeatedly committed acts, to place a person in
reasonable fear of the death of, or serious bodily injury to, or to cause substantial
emotional harm to (i) that person; (ii) a member of the immediate family of that
person; or (iii) the spouse or intimate partner of that person.



d-Immediate Family Member: spouse, parent, brother or sister, or child of the
person, or an individual to whom that person stands in loco parentis (in place of a
parent); or any other person living in the household of that person and related to that
person by blood or marriage.

3-Confidentiality and notices

All information provided to a PHA, manager or an owner relating to the incident(s) of
domestic violence, including the fact that an individual is a victim of violence, dating
violence, or stalking, must be retained in confidence by the PHA or owner and must neither
be entered into any shared database or provided to a related entity, except to the extent that
the disclosure is:

 requested or consented by the individual in writing;
 required for use in an eviction proceeding or termination of assistance; or,
 otherwise required by applicable law.

Protections for Victims of domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking in Public and
Section 8 Housing 24 CFR 5.2005

• An incident or incidents of actual or threatened domestic violence, dating violence, or
stalking will not be construed as serious or repeated violations of the lease or other
“good cause” for termination of the assistance, tenancy, or occupancy rights of a victim
of abuse. (Section 8(o)(7)(C) of the U.S. Housing Act of 1937.)

• Criminal activity directly relating to abuse, engaged in by a member of a tenant’s
household or any guest or other person under the tenant’s control, shall not be cause
for termination of assistance, tenancy, or occupancy rights if the tenant or an immediate
member of the tenant’s family is the victim or threatened victim of that abuse. (Section
8(o)(7)(D)(i) of the U.S. Housing Act of 1937.)

• Notwithstanding the VAWA restrictions on admission, occupancy, or terminations of
occupancy or assistance, or any Federal, State or local law to the contrary, a PHA may
terminate assistance to or an owner or manager may “bifurcate” a lease, or otherwise
remove a household member from a lease, without regard to whether a household
member is a signatory to the lease, in order to evict, remove, terminate occupancy
rights, or terminate assistance to any individual who is a tenant or lawful occupant and
who engages in criminal acts of physical violence against family members or others.
This action may be taken without evicting, removing, terminating assistance to, or
otherwise penalizing the victim of the violence who is also a tenant or lawful occupant.
Such eviction, removal, termination of occupancy rights, or termination of assistance
shall be effected in accordance with the procedures prescribed by Federal, State, and
local law for the termination of leases or assistance under the housing choice voucher
program. (Section 8(o)(7)(D)(ii) of the U.S. Housing Act of 1937.)

• Nothing in Section 8(o)(7)(D)(i) may be construed to limit the authority of a public
housing agency, owner, or manager, when notified, to honor court orders addressing
rights of access or control of the property, including civil protection orders issued to
protect the victim and issued to address the distribution or possession of property



among the household members in cases where a family breaks up. (Section
8(o)(7)(D)(iii) of the U.S. Housing Act of 1937.)

• Nothing in Section 8(o)(7)(D)(i) limits any otherwise available authority of an owner or
manager to evict or the public housing agency to terminate assistance to a tenant for
any violation of a lease not premised on the act or acts of violence in question against
the tenant or a member of the tenant’s household, provided that the owner, manager, or
public housing agency does not subject an individual who is or has been a victim of
domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking to a more demanding standard than other
tenants in determining whether to evict or terminate. (Section 8(o)(7)(D)(iv) of the U.S.
Housing Act of 1937.)

• Nothing in Section 8(o)(7)(D)(i) may be construed to limit the authority of an owner or
manager to evict, or the public housing agency to terminate assistance, to any tenant if
the owner, manager, or public housing agency can demonstrate an actual and imminent
threat to other tenants or those employed at or providing service to the property if the
tenant is not evicted or terminated from assistance. (Section 8(o)(7)(D)(v) of the U.S.
Housing Act of 1937.)

• Nothing in Section 8(o)(7)(D)(i) shall be construed to supersede any provision of any
Federal, State, or local law that provides greater protection than Section 8(o)(7)(D)(i) for
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. (Section 8(o)(7)(D)(vi) of the
U.S. Housing Act of 1937.)

Other services provided by the M Patillas to comply with VAWA:

1. The Municipality of Patillas will also provide a list of phones and places were women that are
victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking, can receive orientation
and help in this matter.

2. The Municipality of Patillas will provide to the eligible families at the time of admission a list of
the name and photos of sex offenders in this municipality and near ones.

3. The Municipality of Patillas will notify tenants of their rights under VAWA and the right to
confidentiality. The owners will also be notified of their rights and obligations under VAWA.
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