Attachment to PHA Annual Plan

Longview Housing Authority has implemented all parts of the Violence Against Women
and Justice Department Reauthorization Act of 2005 (VAWA) as provided in PIH Notice
2006-23 dated 6/23/2006.

This act prohibits the eviction of, and removal of assistance from, certain persons living
in public or Section 8-assisted housing if the asserted grounds for such action is an
instance of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking, as those terms
are defined in Section 3 of the United States Housing Act of 1937 as amended by VAWA
(42 USC 13923).

As required, Longview Housing Authority provided written notice with complete listing
of tenant and owner rights to all participants, owners and property managers that are
active participants on the Section 8 program or any other programs administered by
Longview Housing Authority. In addition, LHA has modified its Administrative Plan to
include definitions, requirements for notification and victim documentation, perpetrator
removal or documentation of Rehabilitation and PHA confidentiality requirements.



12-1LE. TERMINATING THE ASSISTANCE OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, DATING
VIOLENCE, OR STALKING VICTIMS AND PERPETRATORS [Pub.L. 109-162,
Pub.L. 109-271]

The Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2005 (VAWA) provides that “criminal
activity directly relating to domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, engaged in by a
member of a tenant’s household or any guest or other person under the tenant’s control shall not
be a cause for termination of assistance, tenancy, or occupancy rights if the tenant or an
immediate member of the tenant’s family is the victim or threatened victim of that domestic
violence, dating violence, or stalking.”

VAWA also gives PHAs the authority to “terminate assistance to any individual who is a tenant
or lawful occupant and who engages in criminal acts of physical violence against family
members or others, without evicting, removing, terminating assistance to, or otherwise
penalizing the victim of such violence who is also a tenant or lawful occupant.”

VAWA does not limit the authority of the PHA to terminate the assistance of any participant if
the PHA “can demonstrate an actual and imminent threat to other tenants or those employed at or
providing service to the property if that tenant is not evicted or terminated from assistance.”
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Victim Documentation

PHA Policy

When a participant family is facing assistance termination because of the actions of a
participant, household member, guest, or other person under the participant’s control and
a participant or immediate family member of the participant’s family claims that she or
he is the victim of such actions and that the actions are related to domestic violence,

dating violence, or stalking, the PHA will require the individual to submit documentation
affirming that claim.

The documentation must include two elements:

A signed statement by the victim that provides the name of the perpetrator and
certifies that the incidents in question are bona fide incidents of actual or
threatened domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, and

One of the following:
A police or court record documenting the actual or threatened abuse, or

A statement signed by an employee, agent, or volunteer of a victim service
provider; an attorney; a medical professional; or another knowledgeable
professional from whom the victim has sought assistance in addressing the
actual or threatened abuse. The professional must attest under penalty of
perjury that the incidents in question are bona fide incidents of abuse, and
the victim must sign or attest to the statement.

The required certification and supporting documentation must be submitted to the PHA
within 14 business days after the PHA issues their written request. The 14-day deadline
may be extended at the PHA’s discretion. If the individual does not provide the required
certification and supporting documentation within 14 business days, or the approved
extension period, the PHA may proceed with assistance termination.

If the PHA can demonstrate an actual and imminent threat to other participants or those
employed at or providing service to the property if the participant’s tenancy is not
terminated, the PHA will bypass the standard process and proceed with the immediate
termination of the family’s assistance. ‘
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