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USDA's Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service (CSREES) has as its 
mission "to work with partners and customers to advance research, extension, and higher education in 
the food and agricultural sciences and related environmental and human sciences to benefit people, 
communities, and the nation.”  CSREES has a nationwide network, including extension educators in 
nearly all of the Nation's 3,150 counties, and extension professionals at the 74 land-grant universities, 
including 17 historically Black colleges and universities throughout the United States and its territories.  
These extension professionals are already working in the area of housing and safety issues. 
 

CSREES and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD’s) Office of 
Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control worked together to develop and distribute a self-help 
booklet, “Help Yourself to a Healthy Home,”  for parents and caregivers.  This booklet addresses 
housing-related environmental health concerns such as indoor air quality, lead, drinking water, 
hazardous household products, and pesticides.  The booklet, based on the University of Wisconsin - 
Extension Home-A-Syst program, has been used in extension service programs throughout the country, 
and has been selected for inclusion in the Consumer Information Center Catalog for Fall, 2000.   
CSREES will work with HUD to expand “Help Yourself to a Healthy Home” to include five additional 
modules (approximately five pages each) on home safety and environmental hazards and controls, 
including appliance safety, fire safety, mold and moisture, pest management, asthma, and allergens. 
 
 USDA’s CSREES has completed a camera-ready educational packet of 
materials "Help Yourself to a Healthy Home,"  and  translated these materials into Spanish.  Copies of 
these brochures and related materials were printed and distributed in English and Spanish.   CSREES 
State program managers will educate the public about HUD’s Healthy Homes Initiative using the 
educational packets, video tapes and other resources and coordinate technical assistance for extension 
educators and others using the "Help Yourself to a Healthy Home" materials in community education 
programs.  CSREES has developed a “Help Yourself to a Healthy Home” website, 
http://www.uwex.edu/healthyhome, that offers resources and information for extension educators and 
the public, and is in the process of hiring a Healthy Homes Coordinator. 
 
 


