
Healthy Homes Grantees in Region V, Midwest 
 

Name of Grantee:   Michigan Department of Community Health, Lead and Healthy Homes      
                                  Section 
Name of Project:     Healthy Homes University (HHU) 
Amount Awarded:  $ 989,717 
Year of Grant:  11/1/2005 through 10/30/2008 
Contact info: 
Section Manager – Wesley F. Priem, 517-335-9699, PriemW@michigan.gov  
Project Coordinator – Courtney L. Wisinski, 517-335-8252, WisinskiC@michigan.gov  
 
Project Partners:  Michigan Department of Community Health Chronic Disease Section,  
Injury and Violence Prevention Section, City of Lansing Department of Planning and 
Neighborhood Development, City of Lansing Code Enforcement, Mid-Michigan Asthma 
Coalition, American Lung Association of Michigan, Lansing Area Safety Council, Catholic 
Social Services-Refugee Services, Ingham County Health Department 
    
Summary of Project Activities: 

This program hopes to reduce the effects of childhood asthma and allergies and 
unintentional injuries within homes of Ingham County.  The program will work in 300 low-
moderate income homes to provide two levels of intervention services (Basic and Custom 
Interventions).  The program staff will enter each home and conduct an evaluation of asthma and 
allergy triggers, along with unintentional injury hazards.  At that time, the families will receive 
approximately $415 worth of Basic Intervention products and a considerable amount education 
regarding asthma and allergy triggers and injury hazards within the home.  Some of the 
intervention products include carbon monoxide and smoke detectors, fire extinguishers, pillow 
and mattress covers, cleaning products, HEPA vacuums, cabinet safety locks, child safety gates, 
pest management products, sealed food containers, and furnace filters.  The entire list includes 
approximately 33 Basic Intervention Products.  In a minimum of 40 of these homes will receive 
Custom Intervention products and services, averaging approximately $3,500 worth of products 
and services.  Custom Interventions will include more complex products and services such as 
carpet removal, floor replacement, HEPA air filtering devices, air conditioning units, pest 
extermination, house cleaning services, outdoor play equipment maintenance, minor roof repair, 
plumbing repairs, moisture control and new mattresses and bed frames. 
 

The families will enroll in the program for a six-month period of time.  In that time the staff 
will visit the home on approximately four separate occasions.  The first two visits will introduce the 
program and staff to the families, collect baseline information about the family and house, and 
provide education and Basic Intervention products.  Houses that qualify for the Custom Intervention 
products and services will be determined at that time.  The remaining two site visits will be used to 
provide additional education and collect information regarding changes in knowledge, attitudes and 
behaviors of the families.  Following the final visit, the family will graduate from the program and 
receive a certification of completion and join a graduation celebration. 
 
Partner Organizations: 
Michigan Department of Community Health  Michigan Department of Community Health 



Chronic Disease Section    Injury and Violence Prevention Section 
Robert L. Wahl     Jeff Spitzley 
201 Townsend Street     3423 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Lansing, MI  48933     Lansing, MI 48933 
517-335-9151      517-335-8131 
  
 
 
 
City of Lansing      City of Lansing            
Dept. of Planning and     Code Enforcement 
Neighborhood Development    Jim Mc Cue 
Barb Kimmel      316 N. Capitol Ave. 
316 N. Capitol Ave.      Lansing, MI 48933 
Lansing, MI  48933     517-483-4358 
517-483-4040       
 
Mid-Michigan Asthma Coalition   American Lung Association of Michigan 
Mary Davidson     Amy Krug 
403 Seymour Ave.     403 Seymour Ave. 
Lansing, MI 48933     Lansing, MI 48933 
517-484-4541      800-543-5864 
 
Lansing Area Safety Council    Catholic Social Services-Refugee Services 
Suzy Carter      Mary Flores 
3315 S. Pennsylvania Ave.    2722 E. Michigan Avenue 
Lansing, MI 48910     Lansing, MI 48912 
517-394-4614      517-484-1010 
 
Ingham County Health Department 
Jaeson Fournier 
5303 S. Cedar Street 
Lansing, MI 48909 
517-484-4541 
 
Product Outcomes/Outputs: 
Outcomes of the HHU project will include: 
• 300 healthy homes for children in Ingham County, MI. 
• Positive change in knowledge, attitudes and behaviors regarding asthma triggers and injury 

control. 
• Reduced number of emergency department, hospitalizations and unscheduled doctors visits. 
• Reduced number of school days missed. 
 

Enrolled clients/properties will be evaluated at three and six months after the intervention 
to evaluate the health impact and sustainability of interventions.  Outcomes evaluated will include 



data management, health outcomes, the demonstrated sustainability of interventions, and the 
number of people reached with educational efforts. 
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