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The Oifice of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Conteol {QHELHC) of the 1).8, Department
of Housing end Urban Development and the Centers for Discase Coneol Lead Poisoning
Prewention Branch (LPPE) are issning this jelter In respanze to reguests for clarification rerarding
confidentdality of chitdhoed Jead poisoning data. :

Such inforraation may be considered “identifisble” under the Department of Health and
Human Services, Privacy Rute (45 CFE Parts 160 and 164 and other state or local laws and
regelations. For thoss agencies and instinitions that are “coversd entitics™ under the Frivasy Rule,
the CHHLHC, for purposes of this program, is fuictioning as 2 pubiic health authoity as defined by
the kule (40 CFR. 164, 301). HLUD, CDC, and BPA are autherized by stabte g conduct lead
POISONINg prevention gelivitiss, consistent with our misstons and capabilitics, to address the public
health peoblem of lead potzoning and o coordinate thesa activities,

Therefore, you may disciose to CHHLHC, without aotherization, the information that i
reasomably limited 1o that which is minireally necessary to accomglish the intended purposc of the
drsclozure (43 CFR, 164.512(b)), including the addresses of housing units. For this PTOOTaR,
reporting the property address whaere there is a history of lead-based paint hazards andfor children
with elevated blood-lead levels is essential {or targeting efforts 19 address isad-based hazards.

1

Binge the Restdential Lead-Tiased Paint Hazar Redustion Act {Title X0 became law mors
kian 10 years ago, millions of children have been protected from lead-based paint hazards, The
1eport, “Eliminaring Childhood Lead Polsoning: A Federal Strategy Targering Lead Eaint
Hazards, " identified enforcement of Jead regulations as a key component in the oversl] Slrategy ta
. elimnating childhood Jead poisoning. Enforcement i best targeted to high-risk propertiss where
children ate actwally or potentially exposed o lehd-based paint hazards, particnlarly (hose where
multiple Jead poisoning cases have been identified. Therefore, the most cifective way to eliminate
Jead poiseming is speatheaded by partnerships with 2] levels of government to facilitate sharing
informarion about tarzeted compliance raviews to ensure complisnce with the fedaral Lead
Disclosuze Rule (Section 1018 of Title X) and other applicable local laws,

The Federal Lead Disclosure Rle requires that sellers, landlords, and asentls of most
housing constructed price (o 1972 provide each buyer or leszee with information on the presence
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and Jmowledge of lead-based paint andfor lezd-bazed paint hazards before the buyer or lessec is
Ubligated imder any contract to buy or lease the howsing, This ale is most effective when familics
are wamned that tead hazards exest, and are then able to make an informed decision about housing.

To date, the 113, Deparment of Justice, HUD, EPA, and Incal health programs have
completed 34 enforcement settléments, including collesting over $36E.000 in pepalties, and
ERSUNNE LOmImIlments to tost and abake lead-baged hazards i over 166,000 high-risic eental wnits.
Az a regalt of these setllements, an additional $421,730 has been mads available to fund projects
such as purchasing pomable blood testing detvices For hospitals, fimding lead hazard abatement
programs through local health or housing departments, training, and cutrcach programs. These
scttlernents simultaneously resolved violations under federal, state and local laws, and both cities
and states bave been signatories to the setilement agreements. AN this translates into more boroes
free of lead paint hazayds ihat age available for families, and further progress towsrds ending
c¢hildhood lead potsoning in the United States.

Our collaboration with you has produced a dramatic decline in the number of children with
elevated blood levels over the past several decades. Yet far too many chikdren remain at dsk.
Together, we can achieve the goal of climinating childhood lead paint poisoning as a major public
health problem by 2010.

Sincerely,
O, Mﬁr}f Jean Brown tavid E. _Ta-:::}]:rs,_Ph.D.
Chief ; Director .
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