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Executive Summary

In the FY 1999 Budget, HUD proposed a Healthy Homes Initiative that would protect
children from housing conditions that are responsible for multiple diseases and injuries.
 The Initiative departs from the more traditional approach of attempting to correct one
danger at a time.  This advance is possible because we now know that a limited
number of building deficiencies contribute to many hazards.  Substantial savings are
possible using this approach, because access to a home by an inspector, public health
nurse, or outreach worker comes at a significant cost. This approach has been
implemented successfully in at least two locales:  New York State's "Healthy
Neighborhoods Program" and Cleveland's "Lead + Asthma Program." 

In language accompanying the Appropriations Act, Congress agreed that "...the
Healthy Homes approach appears superior to addressing problems one by one..." and
appropriated $10 million for the Healthy Homes Initiative in FY 1999, with the proviso
that HUD consult with national experts, and develop a technical report and spending
plan.

The costs of implementing multiple housing-based interventions are far lower than if
they are implemented one at a time.  For example, New York State's Healthy
Neighborhoods program estimates that it costs them $132 per unit visited, and that the
benefits for burn, lead poisoning prevention and asthma reduction alone are at least
$285 per unit, which does not include estimated benefits associated with reduced
injury, carbon monoxide poisoning and fire.

The HUD Office of Lead Hazard Control convened a meeting of the nation's leading
experts on housing, public health, building science, asthma, lead poisoning, allergens,
pesticides, medicine, code enforcement, and many other disciplines on December 8
and 9, 1998 (see the Acknowledgments section above for a complete listing).  Through
the evidence presented, the group confirmed that enough is known to implement the
Healthy Homes Initiative and provided important insights on the current state of
scientific knowledge on the housing-health connection.

Specifically, the group indicated that interventions addressing the following four areas
can be expected to protect children from many adverse health outcomes:

excess moisture
dust
ventilation & control of toxics
education

For example, controlling moisture and dust will help prevent asthma, lead poisoning,
"bleeding lung" diseases, certain allergies, cockroach and pest infestations and other
problems.  Correcting physical housing problems must be linked with public education
efforts, such as the HUD FHA advertising campaign featuring Bob Vila, Tim Allen and
others, to be as effective as possible.
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In its spending plan, HUD will fund Healthy Homes activities mandated by Congress to:

solve mold and moisture problems in inner-city housing by demonstrating the
    effectiveness of remediation methods that have been developed in the research
    setting, but not yet implemented in large numbers of urban houses;

demonstrate and evaluate housing repairs that simultaneously prevent asthma,
     lead poisoning, pulmonary hemorrhage, injuries and other health and safety
     threats to children in several hundred homes in several cities;

study ways to link housing and health databases together to better target
     resources, such as the American Housing Survey and CDC's disease
     surveillance systems;

conduct public education targeted at low- and moderate-income families living in
     high-risk neighborhoods;

institutionalize a new housing code/health code national council to bring health
    and safety considerations before the code inspection community and to create a
    forum for health and housing inspectors to minimize the gulf between the two at
    the local level;

update the Basic Housing Inspection Manual, last issued by CDC and the
    American Public Health Association in the 1970's; and

conduct focused measurement and remediation research to support the
    demonstration projects outlined above.

The activities will be executed through competitively-awarded cooperative agreements,
contracts and interagency agreements.  An interagency task force co-chaired by HUD
and CDC will ensure that federal efforts are coordinated.




