
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 
 
 Submission deadline: May 23, 2008 

 
The 2008 National Healthy Homes Conference is a federally sponsored conference to be held at the new 
Baltimore Hilton from September 15-17, 2008 in Baltimore, Maryland.  Members of the health and 
housing community, private industry, and other interested parties from across the country will join together 
to chart the future course for healthy housing in America.  The Building a Framework for Healthy 
Housing conference will gather a broad community of experts to discuss regulatory, policy, research, and 
outreach needs and their implications in the development of comprehensive, integrated approaches 
linking health and housing to ensure safe, healthy and efficient housing.  The Conference will examine 
the lessons learned from our national lead poisoning prevention strategy and the current state of the art 
as we begin building the framework needed to develop a national healthy housing agenda. And we’ll 
address many important questions facing the healthy housing community: how can we make sure  
green building is healthy?; what's the connection between our indoor environment and our health?;  how 
do we market healthy housing so that it’s embraced by the public?; and many more.  
 
Abstracts focused on healthy homes themes, research, and policies will be given highest consideration 
for inclusion in the Conference. We also welcome presentations that describe successful primary 
prevention initiatives for childhood lead poisoning elimination and healthy homes issues that can provide 
valuable insight into developing a healthy housing framework nationally. The submission of scientific 
posters is also welcomed. 
 
CONFERENCE ATTENDEES 
Nearly 2000 attendees are expected at the conference.  Attendees will include program managers and 
practitioners who represent federal, state, tribal, and local governments; advocacy and community-based 
organizations; physicians, nurses, laboratory professionals; researchers; academicians; health education 
and communication specialists; epidemiologists; and individuals affiliated with the building sciences and 
maintenance industry (e.g., builders, architects, code inspectors) and many other representatives from 
the private sector. 
 
PRESENTATION TRACKS  
Abstract submissions are sought for the following tracks/themes: 

 Marketing Healthy Housing: This track will focus on strategies that have effectively been used to 
increase the healthy housing stock and expand the healthy housing message to diverse audiences.  
We will discuss current healthy housing marketing approaches, as well as innovative marketing 
approaches.  We are looking for approaches that target diverse audiences. This track will also focus 
on effective strategies to advocate for policy change at the local, state and federal government. 



 Educating the Public and Practitioners: This track will feature education, outreach, and training 
programs and projects related to healthy housing and lead poisoning prevention.  We will be looking 
to highlight programs and projects that take on integrating various topics areas such as lead, asthma, 
injury prevention, etc. into their education and outreach initiatives. We will discuss educational efforts 
aimed at varying audiences which include the general public, public health and medical professionals, 
and housing practitioners.  In addition, we will touch on evaluation methodologies for developing best 
practices and behavior change models. 

 Mainstreaming Healthy Housing Principles:  This track will explore how healthy housing principles 
can be mainstreamed across the country. A range of topics will be covered, from fundamental 
building science to healthy homes principles from both a technical and practical standpoint. We’ll 
cover the new Energy Star programs, making green construction healthy, how to incorporate 
green/healthy building principles into rehabilitation, implementing Integrated Pest Management into 
multifamily buildings, and techniques to reduce mold and allergens. 

 Creating Healthy Housing Through Research: This track will examine how to create healthy 
housing through key research findings on the link between housing and health. We’ll discuss the 
identification and control of residential health and safety hazards and what important data gaps are 
currently in need of addressing. Sessions will also identify possible changes in current policies that 
are supported by research. 

 Building Capacity to Deliver Healthy Housing:  This track will explore how strategic alliances and 
partnerships for building healthy housing programs and initiatives can be implemented from the local 
to the national level.  We’ll consider how the lessons learned in developing a national lead hazard 
control infrastructure can assist in creating the capacity needed to build a framework for healthy 
housing. Sessions will identify and discuss working collaboratively to form strategic alliances across 
disciplines to increase programmatic capacity. 

 Developing Enforcement and Regulatory Strategies: This track will highlight how we can develop 
state and local strategies to achieve healthy and lead-safe housing through the development and 
enforcement of laws, regulations, and building and construction codes. In addition, the track will 
provide an update on federal enforcement, and highlight upcoming regulations such as EPA’s R&R 
rule. 

 

 
Each session will be 90 minutes long, including 30 minutes for Questions and Answers (Q&As).  The 
following presentation formats are available: 
 

Single Session (60 minutes) 
 One speaker for the entire session 
 Example: You present the entire session time on your topic. 
  
 Shared Session (30 minutes) 
 A shared session between two speakers 

Example: You will present for 30 minutes on your topic and the committee will choose an 
additional speaker for that session. 

 
 Shared Session (20 minutes) 
 A shared session among three speakers 

Example: You will present for 20 minutes on your topic and the committee will choose two other 
speakers for that session. 

 
**Please note**: Final conference format will be at the discretion of the individual track committees.  
Presenters will be notified of any format changes in advance. 
 
 

ORAL PRESENTATION SPECIFICATIONS



Presentation Set-up/Facilities 
Each room will be set-up theater style with a head table unless otherwise requested, and will also contain: 

 Podium 
 Microphone 
 Computer (CD 

Rom/DVD) 

 LCD Projector 
 Screen 
 Flip Charts 

 Pointers 
 TV 

 
Other special equipment and supply requests (e.g., overhead projectors, slide projectors) should be 
noted. 
 
Abstract Guidelines and Review Criteria    
Submitted abstracts will be reviewed by the individual track committees. Please enter your proposal on 
the form below. The conference committee will consider the following criteria in determining acceptance. 

A. Relevance of session abstract to conference theme and audience 
B. Timeliness of session topic to the discipline 
C. Diversity of speakers: representatives from different areas in the discipline 
D. Demonstration of innovative approach 

 
Speakers will be notified regarding their abstract submission by June 16, 2008. 
 
Presenter Travel 
Travel may be provided for session presenters who are not federal government employees or federally 
funded grantees.  Requests for travel assistance should be made at the time of Abstract submission.  
Travel coverage will include per diem, air travel, and hotel. 
 
Submitting your Abstract 
Please follow the guidelines for accurate and complete submission of your abstract.  Submit your abstract 
request, or questions pertaining to the abstracts, to Eric Hornbuckle via email. 
 

 
Submissions are also being sought for scientific posters. Posters should be designed for placement on a 
2 x 8 foot board and will be available for viewing in the conference exhibit area.  If there are special 
needs, they should be noted on the abstract submission form. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Register now for the National Healthy Homes Conference! 
 

 
For more information visit  

www.hud.gov/healthyhomesconference 

SCIENTIFIC POSTER PRESENTATION SPECIFICATIONS
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