NOTICE TO POTENTIAL OFFERORS

THIS IS A DRAFT SOLICITATION

SUPPORT FOR HUD INTEGRATED FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (HIFMIP)

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) intends to conduct a public/private, full and open competition to modernize its Accounting and Financial Management functions.  This process involves continuing the transition of

HUD’s core legacy systems into the PeopleSoft Commercial Off the Shelf (COTS) suite of financial management modules to produce an integrated turnkey system.  The integration of the PeopleSoft COTS financial management modules will support HUD’s planned enterprise architecture and provide for “integrated financial management” for the Department.  To meet this objective, we have attached a draft solicitation and seek comments from potential offerors who are able to perform the specific objectives outlined in the draft solicitation and Attachment no. 1, Statement of Objectives (SOO). 

We invite interested sources to review our draft solicitation and provide meaningful comments on or before September 5, 2006.  To enhance our final solicitation, please address the following:

1. Discuss in detail any constraints or conditions that you view as potentially problematic or have the potential to disproportionately increase the price of the services we are requesting.  Provide an explanation of why a particular constraint or condition presents a challenge and suggest an alternative recommendation you think presents less of a challenge and still meets our desired outcome.

2. We wish to ensure the benefits of adequate competition, both in terms of                     pricing and delivery quality, over the life of any contract resulting from this competition.  Therefore, we are contemplating the award of a firm fixed price contract.  Please discuss any problems/concerns you foresee with this type of contract arrangement for the services we require.  

3. Please review the pricing instructions in the draft solicitation (sections B and L), and comment on whether our structure provides you sufficient flexibility to define the elements of a solution in a meaningful way that will be manageable over the life of the resulting contract/interagency agreement.  Please provide a preliminary outline of the components of your solution.

4. HUD currently anticipates issuance of a final solicitation for both financial systems integration support and corresponding systems hosting services/support.  However, HUD has considered making the systems hosting services/support requirements optional and welcomes comments on any potential benefits or risks to the pursuit of an alternative option of separating the integrator and hosting service requirements of the solicitation.  

5. Provide any additional comments on the draft solicitation that you think HUD should consider, to ensure a healthy competition among prospective offerors and provide prospective offerors with the necessary information to effectively develop a response to the final solicitation.  

6. We would like to restrict the size of the proposal packages we receive to ensure an efficient evaluation.  Please comment on whether the number of pages allowed in Section L is sufficient to enable a complete response to the solicitation.

7. The North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) code for this         acquisition is 541519.  The corresponding Small Business Administration size standard for this NAICS code is $23.0 million in average annual receipts.

HUD currently contracts for its information technology systems infrastructure/hosting services, inclusive of HUD’s current core financial management systems.  The objectives of the subject draft solicitation is to obtain the best value service provider(s) for integrating and hosting the PeopleSoft COTS solution for modernizing HUD’s core financial management systems, in accordance with the referenced requirements of this solicitation.  All qualified sources including incumbent service providers are encouraged to respond to this draft solicitation.    

It is not mandatory that potential offerors provide responses to the above, however we are interested in industry comment on this draft solicitation and encourage you to submit comments and questions.  We will consider your comments and questions when finalizing the solicitation.  We will not disclose any questions and comments that are submitted, except as required by FAR 15.201(f).  

We are not requesting proposals at this time.  However, we are requesting your responses to the concerns/questions described above.  We will request proposals when we issue the final Request for Proposal (RFP).

We do not intend to award a contract on the basis of this draft solicitation or to otherwise pay for the information solicited.  Your response will be treated as “information only.”  It will not be used as a proposal. 

Please send your comments and questions on this draft solicitation to Jennifer T. Johnson, Contracting Officer, at the following email address:  Jennifer_T._Johnson@HUD.gov.  No telephone inquiries will be accepted.  

