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Kentucky Housing Design 
Stakeholder’s Conference

September 20, 2006 – Lexington, KY

Registration:  Deadline is Sept. 14, 06

•	 Please send the registration form with a $20 check 
(made payable to Kentucky Housing Corporation) to:

Ms. Vonda Miller
Housing Design Conference
Kentucky Housing Corporation
1231 Louisville Rd.
Frankfort, KY 40601

Contact:

PHONE – (502) 564-7630, ext. 700

Lodging:

•	 Hyatt Regency in Lexington is located at 401 West 
High Street (directions follow).  A discount rate is 
being offered to conference attendees who make 
reservations by September 1, 2006.  Contact the 
Hyatt Regency for room reservations toll free at 
(800) 233-1234 and state that you are attending the 
Kentucky Affordable Housing Conference.

Driving Directions

•	F rom Lexington Bluegrass Field Airport, follow signs 
from U.S. 60 East (Versailles Road) into downtown 
Lexington.  Versailles Road turns into Maxwell Street.  
At first traffic signal, turn left on South Broadway.  
Hotel is on corner of West High Street and South 
Broadway.  From I-64 and I-75 where both interstate 
highways run together as one, take exit 115, which 
is Newtown Pike.   Follow into town and turn left on 
West Main.  Turn right on South Broadway and right 
on West High.



Conference Agenda

8:00 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30 a.m. Welcome/HUD & KHC

8:45 a.m.

Design Concepts
& Principles – Visitability

Eleanor Smith, Disability Activist and Accessible 
Housing Consultant, Concrete Change, Decatur, GA

•  Background, principles and incentives for housing 
with visitability features – the big picture. Q&A

10:00 a.m. Break

10:15 a.m.

Design in Practice – Universal Design

Danise Levine, M.Arch. Assistant Director, IDEA 
Center, State University of New York, Buffalo, NY

•  How universal design features can be 
incorporated into housing through examples, 
including architectural floor plans & photographs of 
existing houses. Q&A

11:45 a.m. Lunch (on your own)

1:00 p.m.

Costs/Benefits of Visitability

David Allgood, Community Advocate, Center for 
Accessible Living
Sharri Zinks, Construction Resource Coordinator, 
Habitat for Humanity Metro Louisville
David Parks, Parks and Weisberg REALTORS, KY

•  Applying visitability concepts to single-family 
construction, Impacts on costs, Financing products

2:15 p.m. Break

2:30 p.m.

Energy Performance in
Affordable Housing

Energy Star

Thomas Bilodeau, CPD Representative, U.S. Dept of 
HUD KY State Office
Gregory Luhan, Assistant Professor of Architecture, 
College of Design, University of Kentucky

•  Introduction of Energy Star; Sustainable 
Technologies; Discussion on energy and the 
environment; Relating the themes of energy and 
visitability/HUD

4:00 p.m. Adjourn

Eleanor Smith, Concrete Change, Decatur, GA

Eleanor Smith is the founder and 

central organizer of Concrete Change, a national group 

working for basic disability access to become a standard 

practice of new home construction.   Since founding 

Concrete Change in 1986, Smith has helped popularize 

the practicality of and need for this change, for which 

she later adopted the term “Visitability.”  During two 

decades of this work, she has gained practical information 

about accessible architecture and has produced several 

educational media on Visitable construction.  In 1999, 

Smith, who has used a wheelchair since having polio at 

age three,  received a Best Practices award from the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development and 

in 2004 the Housing Champion award from the Georgia 

Department of Community Affairs.

Danise Levine, IDEA Center, Buffalo, NY 

Danise Levine is the assistant director at 

the IDEA Center.  She is also the project director for the 

Model Homes Project and Technical Assistance program 

for the RERC on Universal Design.  She holds a Master’s 

degree in Architecture from the State University of New 

York in Buffalo and a Bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts 

from the University at Albany, State University of New 

York.  With more than 14 years of architectural practice 

experience, Levine is an expert in the areas of ADA 

compliance, universal design and accessible design.   She 

recently completed designs for six newly constructed, 

universally designed homes, including two model homes, 

which have been exhibited in the 2003 and 2005 Horizon 

Parade of Homes. 
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Brought to you by:

•	T he U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, Kentucky Field Office, Office 
of Community Planning and Development, 
through a cooperative agreement with 
Dennison Associates, Inc., Washington, DC.

•	 Kentucky Housing Corporation

•	AAR P Kentucky

•	C enter for Accessible Living

•	 Habitat for Humanity of Metro Louisville

•	N onprofit Housing Alliance of the Metropolitan 
Housing Coalition

•	T he Housing Partnership, Inc.


