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Tampa Field Office Newsletter
MARCH, 2005

‘MAKING THE MOST OF HUD RESOURCES WORKSHOP”
A HUGE SUCCESS !
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MESSAGE FROM THE FIELD OFFICE DIRECTOR

As Spring approaches, your local HUD office continues working with you, our partners in many
exciting ways: our recently completed “HUD Resource Day” provided participants with a wealth of
information on programs, funding and disaster preparedness; April will see many communities
celebrating Fair Housing Month; June will involve many local homeownership activities with an
emphasis on increasing the rate of minority homeownership. Perhaps our largest collaborative effort is
the continuation of our assistance to communities recovering from the devastating hurricanes of 2004.
Although much work still needs to be done, we commend our public and private sector partners for
their amazing accomplishments to date. The Tampa Office will continue to provide housing-related
assistance to those in need to ensure permanent housing for all victims. Please see our article about
HUD’s recent release of $100M for disaster recovery.

Information is power and we want to share several pieces of key information with you in this edition.
First and foremost we have included VITAL information about applying for HUD competitive funding in
2005. Our process will be internet-based, requiring applicants to pre-register as outlined in the article.
Also, we are pleased to announce that the HUD kiosk located in University Mall in Tampa has now
become the newest member of the "e-government" team, providing information for several federal
agencies with just one touch! Please spread the word about the availability of the Government
Information Kiosk! This technology has become so popular that the Tampa Kiosk leads the nation in
the number of users being assisted.

In closing, | remind everyone to keep us updated with your email address to ensure receipt of
emerging initiatives, funding opportunities and local models of success. As a team, our twelve
counties will continue to improve housing conditions for individuals and families during 2005!

Karen Jackson Sims, AICP
Field Director, Tampa Office

MAKING THE MOST OF HUD RESOURCES WORKSHOP
A TREMENDOUS SUCCESS

We are pleased to report that thanks to the help of a lot of wonderful folks, including the City of
Tampa, Hillsborough County and the Tampa Housing Authority, "Making the Most of HUD Resources:
Accessing the Right Tools for Your Communities" was a tremendous success. The conference, held
at the Tampa Convention Center, attracted over 400 individuals from a wide variety of organizations
(Public Housing Authorities, local government, congressional delegations, real estate brokers and
associates, housing counseling agencies, faith based groups, lenders, private citizens and many
others).

The conference included 32 workshops, 3 general sessions, and 5 intensive sessions. Presenters (38)
were drawn from HUD program staff (local, state, regional and HQ), the State of Florida, University of
Florida, City of Homestead CRA, USDA, Freddie Mac, non-profit organizations and USDA. A
sampling of topics included: a HUD Initiatives Session (ADDI, Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness,
America's Affordable Communities Initiative, Energy Action Plan and FBCO); Grant Writing & Logic
Model; Small Cities Program; FHA; Migrant Housing; Section 8 Voucher changes; predatory lending;
HOME/CDBG; fair housing accessibility; homelessness assistance; designing an internet site;
homeownership; and a presentation about hurricane lessons learned from Hurricane Andrew and
future options. We were honored with remarks by Mayor Pam lorio of the City of Tampa, Mayor Rick
Baker of the City of St. Petersburg, Councilman Jim Norman, Chairman of the Hillsborough County
Board of County Commissioners and Jerome Ryans, President/CEO Housing Authority of the City of
Tampa. The conference ended with two optional guided bus tours of (1) Summerview Oaks
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Subdivision in Ruskin and (2) Belmont Heights HOPE VI in Tampa & Midtown Revitalization Area in
St. Petersburg.

LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND ORGANIZATIONS RECEIVE AWARDS
During the awards luncheon on the first day of the HUD Resource Conference, the U. S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development recognized those local communities and organizations in West

Central Florida who worked so hard to improve the quality of life for others. Awards were presented to:

Achievement Awards

INCREASING HOMEOWNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AWARD:
Highest Number of FHA Insured loans in West Central Florida
WELLS FARGO BANK - CLEARWATER BRANCH

Construction of Single Family Homes utilizing HUD's Self-Help Homeownership Program (SHOP):
HOMES FOR HILLSBOROUGH, INC.

PROMOTING DECENT AFFORDABLE HOUSING AWARD:
Making housing affordable for low-income families
NEIGHBORHOOD LENDING PARTNERS, INC
CENTRO CAMPESINO FARMERWORKER CENTER, INC

STRENGTHING COMMUNITIES AWARD:
Significantly contributing toward revitalization of economically distressed neighborhoods
MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
PASCO COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSONERS
CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA
CITY OF TAMPA, FLORIDA

ENSURING EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IN HOUSING AWARD:
Processing highest number of housing discrimination cases in West Central Florida
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES (DCF) - DISTRICT 13

FAITH AND COMMUNITY BASED ORGANIZATIONS:
For significantly improving the quality of housing in their communities
CATHOLIC CHARITIES DIOCESE OF ST. PETERSBURG, INC
NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING SERVICES, INC.

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE
Making a significant difference in the lives of those persons in West Central Florida
who were devastated by the hurricanes of 2004
LAKELAND HOUSING AUTHORITY
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF FT. MYERS
POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HARDEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF TAMPA
THE MENNONITES

ALLEN TEMPLE AME CHURCH
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DON'T WAIT - REGISTER NOW!
GET ONLINE WITH GRANTS.GOV

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development intends to place
the majority of its grant applications on: www.Grants.gov/Apply
To apply online, you MUST be registered!

If you have questions, call the Grants.gov Help Desk at
1-800-518-GRANTS
The Help Desk is open Monday - Friday
7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. EST

STATE OF FLORIDA ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR $100 MILLION
IN HUD-FUNDED DISASTER RELIEF

DEADLINE TO FILE - APRIL 4, 2005

The Florida Department of Community Affairs (DCA) has begun the process of accepting applications
for disaster relief funding as part of the $100.9 million under the Community Development Block Grant
(CDBGQ) Disaster Recovery Initiative. Applications may be submitted to DCA between now and April
4, 2005. Applicants may apply for one of three priority categories: (1) Infrastructure/Public Assistance,
(2) Economic Development, or (3) Housing. Fifteen counties were determined to be eligible for these
funds. Based on their respective "disaster impact score" the list of counties (in priority order) includes
the following counties: Charlotte, St. Lucie, Indian River, Escambia, DeSoto, Santa Rosa, Hardee,
Brevard, Martin, Palm Beach, Polk, Orange, Okeechobee, Volusia, and Osceola. The first seven
counties (and cities within them) may apply for up to $9 million each. The next group of eight counties
may apply for up to $4,375,000.

HUD AND PARTNERS CELEBRATE HUD’S 40™ ANNIVERSARY LI

-
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For 40 years, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development has stood 6 o O
shoulder to shoulder with families and individuals across the nation, working hard to
make America’s communities better places to live, work, and raise a family.

HUD’s accomplishments over the past four decades have been substantial.
We’ve helped millions of low- and moderate-income families buy their first homes. In

2004, the homeownership level in America reached its highest point in history. HUD has increased
access to affordable housing, fought housing discrimination, confronted homelessness, and
committed itself to serving society's most vulnerable. HUD has improved lives across America - and all
of its success has been due to the hard work of the Department’s dedicated employees.

Secretary Jackson remains committed to the principals upon which HUD was founded. As a man of
humble roots, Secretary Jackson knows about the power, the promise, and the potential of the
American dream. That is why he is so committed to helping Americans realize it for themselves.

Under his tenure, the homeownership rate reached its highest level in history, and HUD has continued
lending a compassionate hand to individuals in need across the nation. He is currently leading an
ambitious agenda to close the minority homeownership gap, end chronic homelessness, and make
HUD a more effective agency. Secretary Jackson has implemented innovative solutions to address
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our nation’s housing needs, and HUD’s results have been impressive and measurable. Thus, HUD’s
Anniversary marks much more than a celebration of the past. It marks a commitment to the future.

HUD APPROVES CONDITIONAL USE OF 2003 IBC FOR COMPLIANCE WITH
ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS OF THE FAIR HOUSING ACT

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development recently announced that it has approved
the conditional use of the 2003 International Building Code (IBC), published by the International Code
Council (ICC), as a safe harbor for compliance with the accessibility requirements of the Fair Housing
Act. For further information, please click on http://www.hud.gov/news/release.cfm?content=pr05-
022.cfm

FIFTH THIRD BANK'S HOMEOWNERSHIP MOBILE ROLLS INTO TAMPA BAY AREA

On Wednesday, March 9th, at the Tampa/Hillsborough
CDC's open air market located at 29th and Lake Sts. in
Tampa, HUD partner Fifth Third Bank (FTB) rolled into
the Tampa Bay Area aboard a 40-foot bus that doubles
, as a mobile financial services classroom. The Fifth Third
Homeownership Mobile is part of a unique grassroots
effort taking homeownership directly to the people it
serves. As one of HUD’s premier FHA loan originating
institutions, FTB demonstrates a proactive role for
community access and outreach to its customers.

A self-contained classroom on wheels, the Fifth Third Homeownership Mobile has Internet-equipped
mortgage application and pre-approval stations, computer terminals for instructor-led or self directed
homeownership and credit counseling programs, and access to comprehensive services information.
The Homeownership Mobile will be making a number of stops in the Tampa Bay Area between now
and the end for March. Since April 2004, this homeownership mobile has logged over 102,000 miles,
visiting communities throughout Florida and the Midwest. For further details visit:

http://www.communityconnect.org/OhioCalendar/Events.asp?View=Month& TopFrame=on&Filter=&Da

te=3/1/2005

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OPENS TRANSITIONAL SHELTER IN PASCO COUNTY

Located in Pasco County’s Dade City, this HUD-funded Supportive {\ <R
Housing Program offers homeless children and families with gE ¥ s
disabilities the opportunity to live in a two-bedroom/one-bath
apartment while they work through a 3-year program to achieve
independent self-sufficient living. It is operated as a self-help
community  with  professional supportive  services and
management. Catholic Charities opened the program to residents
on September 15, 2004, with ten apartments set-aside for families.
Two others provide office space for social services and on-site
residential management. Seven homeless families with disabilities *
have already been accepted into the program and have settled into their fully furnlshed apartments
Supportive services are ongoing and transportation is provided to all residents. The Dedication
Ceremony for Bethany Family Apartments was held on February 22, 2005. HUD, Pasco County,
DCF, the Coalition for the Homeless of Pasco County and many community partners were recognized
for their efforts in making this program a reality.
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l i HUD’S ENERGY ACTION INITIATIVE
= You CAN make a difference !
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Did you know that in any single year, HUD assists more than five million renters and homeowners
(approximately 5 percent of all housing in the nation) through its various programs? The Department
spends some $4 billion each year on energy - more than 10 percent of its budget - primarily through
utility allowances to renters, housing assistance payments to private building owners, and operating
grants to public housing authorities. Reducing HUD’s energy bills by just five percent could yield a
savings of $2 billion over the next ten years - funds that could be used for additional operating
expenditures in public housing, or additional vouchers for families.

In public housing alone, HUD spends an estimated $1.1 billion each year on utilities, either in direct
operating grants or in the form of utility allowances to individual residents. According to a recent
report, greater energy efficiency could conservatively save public housing at least $82 million and as
much as $165 million per year. Similar savings could be achieved in HUD’s inventory of assisted
multifamily housing, as well as other housing financed by HUD through its formula and competitive
grant programs.

Every HUD customer, grantee or partner has a role to play in helping HUD achieve the actions set
forth in the Energy Action Plan. If you want more information on the Energy Action Plan or to learn
about how you can make a difference, visit our website at www.hud.gov/energystar or contact Bill
Kalbas, Tampa Field Office Energy Coordinator at (813) 228-2026 Ext. 2112.

You can help make a difference!

HUD'’s University Mall Information Kiosk Becomes “E-GOV” Kiosk
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In our January newsletter, we mentioned that thanks to co-sponsorship with Hillsborough County
Government, a new HUD (touch screen) Kiosk is providing the public with valuable information about
HUD programs. We are pleased to report that it is being used on a regular basis and there is now
even more information. The Department of Education and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
have signed agreements with HUD to join the Government-wide E-GOV Kiosk Project. As a reminder,
the Kiosk is located within the University Mall (corner of Fowler Avenue and Bruce B. Downs
Boulevard). It is on the second floor near the Food Court, between the entrance to the movie theater
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and the Hillsborough County Children’s Board Family Resource and Support Center. Take
advantage of this latest technology to research government programs and obtain printed copies of
your research!

@ APRIL 2005 IS FAIR HOUSING MONTH @
“Fostering Secure and Diverse Communities”

HUD Tampa is reminding our partners that APRIL is Fair Housing Month. We are proud to have
received an increasing number of local government “Fair Housing Proclamations” in the last several
years. If your community will be issuing such a commitment to uphold the nation’s fair housing laws,
notify our office for additional information (Fredric Washington, 813.228.20260x-2119).

Also, contact your local fair housing agency (check http://www.hud.gov/offices/fheo/index.cfm) for
listings of local events which will (1) commemorate the progress we have made in furthering fair
housing and (2) provide educational opportunities about current regulations to ensure the availability
of housing regardless of race, color, religion, sex, handicap familial status or national origin.

SUNCOAST COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN EXCEEDS GOAL

Similar to the private sector's annual United Way campaigns, the federal government solicits its
employees each year to raise funds which are disbursed to local charitable organizations. Each
agency is thoroughly screened prior to acceptance into the program. We are pleased to report that
despite four hurricanes, and thanks to the generosity of federal civilian, post office and military
employees throughout West Central Florida, the 2004 Suncoast Combined Federal Campaign
exceeded its goal of $1.4 million. The $1.5 million raised will have a significant impact on the many
charities that help those less fortunate internationally, nationally and locally.

SIGN UP NOW FOR THE FLORIDA GOVERNOR'’S HURRICANE CONFERENCE

Due to Florida's unprecedented experiences in 2004, the 2005 Governor's Hurricane Conference (to
be held at the Tampa Convention Center, May 9-13, 2005) promises to be the most enlightening in its
19-year history. Program content will address lessons learned from this past season's Florida
hurricanes. A variety of perspectives will be presented by first responders, emergency management
and post-disaster relief. They will share what went right, what went wrong and how we can be better
prepared to respond to single or multiple strikes in the future.

There is plenty for everyone: Emergency Managers, Community Development and government
officials, builders, housing managers and representatives of the Faith Based Community.
Just visit http://www.flghc.org/

ARE YOU ON OUR MAILING LIST?

The HUD Tampa Field Office makes available the following publications:

Tampa Field Office Newsletter
If you need general information about programs, funding, public announcements and local activities,
send your request via email to william j. kalbas@hud.gov or call 813.228.2026 x-2112 to provide your
email or postal address.

Tampa Office of Multi-Family Housing E-Letter
If you are in the multi-family housing industry (owner, manager, funding source, etc.) and would like to
be on an electronic newsletter mailing list, email: alan_coupland@hud.gov
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Atlanta Homeownership Center Internet News
Those interested in single family housing news may visit the following Internet site
http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/talk/atlfallnews.pdf to register for receipt of this newsletter.
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