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Tampa Field Office Newsletter
JUNE, 2005

“‘RETURN TO HOME: Replacing Blue Tarps with Solid Solutions”
EVENTS REACH THOUSANDS!
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MESSAGE FROM THE TAMPA FIELD OFFICE DIRECTOR

As Summer approaches, your local HUD office continues working with you, our partners, in many exciting
ways: our recently completed “RETURN TO HOME: Replacing Blue Tarps with Solid Solutions” events
provided participants with the opportunity to determine their eligibility for hurricane and non-hurricane
housing assistance. See our article below for more details about these successful multi-agency weekend
programs. April saw many communities celebrating Fair Housing Month. June will involve many local
homeownership activities, with a special emphasis on increasing the rate of minority homeownership. We
encourage potential homebuyers to attend one of these free activities (listed later in this newsletter).

Our largest collaborative effort---continuation of our assistance to communities recovering from the
devastating hurricanes of 2004---has brought some relief to families in need of permanent housing.
Although much work still needs to be done, we continue to recognize our public and private sector
partners for their amazing accomplishments to date. The Tampa Office will continue to provide housing-
related assistance to those in need to ensure permanent housing for all victims.

Information is power and we want to share additional information with you in this edition. Significantly, the
submission deadline for many SuperNOFA applications has changed through the creation of a “grace
period”. The process continues to be internet-based, requiring applicants to pre-register as outlined on
our internet site (www.hud.gov). In May, were pleased to have been part of recognizing the efforts of your
local federal employees through the May 5" “Heroes Among Us” program.

In closing, | remind everyone that the 2005 hurricane season is about to start on June 1%'. While not a
cause for panic, it is certainly a cause for preparation! Don’t be caught without a realistic evacuation plan
or adequate supplies for power outages. Visit the internet sites on the last page of this newsletter for
specific recommendations for the area in which you live. As always, be sensible and be safe!

Karen Jackson Sims, AICP
Field Director, Tampa Office

‘RETURN TO HOME” EVENTS A GREAT SUCCESS

IN HARDEE / DESOTO / POLK COUNTIES
In August, September and October of 2004, hurricanes Charley,
Frances and Jeanne crisscrossed west central Florida. Hardest hit
were residents of Desoto, Hardee and Polk Counties, all located
in the HUD Tampa Field Office service area. On Saturday May 7,
2005 at the South Florida Community College in Bowling Green
and then again on May 14, 2005 at The Lakeland Center, HUD
and USDA, in conjunction with the local county governments,
hosted “one-stop” events for all who were still seeking permanent
housing or repairs.

Aerial Photo of Housing Damage in Hardee

Thanks to the help of many volunteers and HUD partners
(including lenders, housing counseling agencies, housing
authorities and utility companies), several thousand residents
worked directly with service providers to apply for loan approval
and/or credit repair. They received excellent information about
FHA-insured loans, the HUD Self-Help Homeownership Program
(SHOP), USDA grants and loans, and local funding assistance
programs. Information on rental housing options was also provided
along with cost-saving energy tips from several electric companies Lo e
that participated. Hardee & DeSoto Residents Arrive
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The great majority of customers were hurricane-displaced
families living in FEMA trailers who were looking for permanent
housing or funding to rebuild. Informational packets were
distributed to each participant, including specialized documents
to facilitate information distribution, referral and processing for
assistance. Each event proved to be a great success. The
Hardee/DeSoto event's exit surveys indicated a 60%
assistance rate, while the Polk event attracted over 3,100
individuals! Most importantly, agencies will remain available to
assist applicants with ongoing housing needs as they seek to
rebuild not only their homes, but their lives.

Residents Apply for Housing Assistance in Lakeland

SUPERNOFA SUBMISSION DEADLINE GRACE PERIOD ANNOUNCED
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On March 21, 2005, HUD published its Fiscal Year (FY) 2005 Notice of Funding i&f__“‘ N

Availability (NOFA) Policy Requirements and General Section to the SuperNOFA for N =—a/=NF
HUD's Discretionary Grant Programs. This document announces a grace period for
applicants submitting electronic applications through Grants.gov for the Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCU) Program, the Early Doctoral Student Research Grant Program, the
Doctoral Dissertation Research Grant Program, the Community Development Work Study Program, the
Fair Housing Initiative Programs, the Healthy Homes Technical Studies Program, the Lead Technical
Studies Program, the Operation Lead Elimination Action Program, the Housing Choice Voucher Family
Self-Sufficiency (FSS) Program Coordinators Program, the Homeownership Supportive Services
Program, the Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) Program, and the Housing for
People who are Homeless and Addicted to Alcohol Program.

-

On May 17, 2005, the Grants.gov website was the target of a “denial of service attack.” Over the next 35
hours that the attack was underway, Grants.gov experienced a significant degradation in performance.
The processing capacity degraded by this attack, coupled with a high volume of application submissions,
rendered the Grants.gov website almost inaccessible during certain times between Tuesday, May 17,
2005 and Thursday, May 19, 2005.

Please refer to the following HUD.GOV internet announcement for more specific information and
guidance about applications:
http://www.hud.gov/offices/adm/grants/grace.cfm

Extensions and Re-opening the Competition

On May 25, 2005, two notices appeared in the Federal Register. The first provides for a grace period for
the submission of applications through grants.gov. There are 13 programs that have received extensions
-- beginning with those that had an original submission deadline of May 18, 2005. See the Federal
Register Notice for details.

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/05-10556.htm

The second notice reopens the Rural Housing and Economic Development competition. The submission
deadline will be July 11, 2005. For applicants who found that they were not able to use grants.gov and
would like to request a waiver, they may submit a request before June 9, 2005. See the Federal Register
Notice for details.

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/05-10557.htm

http://www.hud.gov/ http://www.espanol.hud.gov/




Register and Submit Early

Please note that if you have not yet completed the registration process for grants.gov, you may be able to
complete it now. Very important, please do not delay your submission until too close to the deadline, so
that no one will encounter difficulties in uploading the application.

Helpful Tips to Eliminate Error Messages in Application Submission

| 1. If the application contains an attachment form and the applicant is not attaching
| forms, you still need to move the attachment form over to the mandatory forms
. completed side of the application submission. You do not have to fill anything out
on the form, but you must move it to the completed side.

@

UGGESTION| 2. If the applicant is not using the Facsimile Transmittal Form (form HUD 96011)
BOX themselves, you still need to make sure that the mandatory fields on the form are
completed and the form is moved to the mandatory forms completed section of the
: application. Applicants should please note that the form toward the bottom of the
page asks for the type of document being faxed and the number of pages. Applicants not faxing anything
themselves should check one of the mandatory fields. For the number of pages, place a 0 (zero).

3. On the HUD 424 CB , the calculation is not necessarily how the applicant calculates their indirect cost
rate (although it follows the instructions on the OMB form). Applicants should complete the form and let it
do the calculation. If the self calculation feature is not satisfactory, in addition, the applicant can attach an
Excel sheet with the calculations. But to avoid an error and problems uploading the application, let the
form do the calculation.

4. Applicants should remember to download the instructions as well as the application. The instructions
include the NOFA and any changes, as well as forms that are to be included in the application. The
application download only contains forms that were converted to PureEdge forms. Other forms not in
PureEdge are found in the instruction download. Remember -- required forms for a complete application
are in the instructions.

FEDERAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL HOLDS AWARDS CEREMONY

Thousands of civilian and military personnel call the Tampa Bay Area
home. The Federal Executive Council of Tampa Bay is a non-profit
organization dedicated to: emergency preparedness; domestic
violence prevention; youth mentoring; and employee morale
improvement.

On May 5", over 200 Tampa Bay Area federal employees joined FBI
Special Agent Carl Whitehead (keynote speaker) to recognize 36  working for our Nation and
federal employees providing innovative pubic service to area the People of Tampa Bay
residents. The event's theme, “Heroes Among Us”, was reflected

through 27 Employee of the Year awards as well as 9 Outstanding Employee awards announced by
Channel 8s weekend anchorwoman Nerissa Prest. Both military and civilian employees were
represented from a spectrum of agencies including MacDill AFB, IRS, HUD, FBI, US Marshall Service,
SSA and many others. The luncheon, the first of its kind in 20 years, was held at the A La Carte Pavilion
in Tampa. Congratulations go out to all federal employees who were nominated for this prestigious peer
recognition!

http://www.hud.gov/ http://www.espanol.hud.gov/




JUNE IS NATIONAL HOMEOWNERSHIP MONTH !

“OWNING YOUR FUTURE: The Road to Homeownership Just Got Easier”

In keeping with HUD’s annual celebration of homeownership during the month of June, the following
Tampa Bay Area events are being held this month:

June 4, 2005 - Tampa Housing Authority’s Annual Homeownership Fair
Wilbert Davis Boys & Girls Club (Belmont Heights Estates), Tampa
10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Call for Information: 813.228.2026 x-2119

June 18, 2005 - Manatee County’s Annual Homebuyer Expo
Manatee County Civic Center, Palmetto
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Call for Information: 813.228.2026 x-2001

June 18, 2005 - Hillsborough County 2005 Build-Up
Bayou Pass Subdivision, Ruskin
8:30 am to 2:00 pm
Call for Information: 813.672.7860

June 25, 2005- H.O.P.E. Expo
The Harborview Center, Clearwater
8:15 am to 3:30 pm
Call for Information: 813.228.2026 x-2016

“‘RESTORATION BY FAITH” PRESENTATION PROVIDES LINKAGE BETWEEN
GOVERNMENT AND NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS

On April 12, 2005, staff from the Tampa Field Office presented a Powerpoint-
based slideshow at the first Faith Based Forum including the Manatee County
Board of County Commissioners and local faith based organizations. The
presentation, entitled “Restoration by Faith”, was intended to review President
Bush’s Faith Based Initiative as well as the benefits of collaboration between
local government and area faith based groups. Over 150 attendees had the
opportunity to hear and discuss innovative approaches to addressing local
housing needs.

FAIR HOUSING MONTH ACTIVITIES DEMONSTRATE
COMMITMENT TO EQUALITY BY LOCAL COMMUNITIES

CLEARWATER - April 16™: To reach Spanish speaking customers, the Community Service Foundation
conducted a Homebuyer Education Seminar at the East Branch Library. This free all-day event reached
potential homeowners who otherwise may not have obtained information about purchasing and financing
a new home. The entire program was presented in Spanish.

http://www.hud.gov/ http://www.espanol.hud.gov/




ST. PETERSBURG - April 20" : To reach individuals with disabilities, their advocates and service
providers, Boley Centers for Behavioral Health Care offered a series of workshops. The event, held at
Sunken Gardens, provided two major educational tracks: one for housing professionals and one for
individuals with disabilities. A greater awareness of housing barriers was achieved by participants.

PALMETTO - April 27" : To increase awareness of fair housing barriers, a Fair Housing Luncheon was
offered to the public at the Manatee County Civic Center. The keynote speaker, from J-Quad &
Associates, described results of a recent study about barriers to fair housing in Manatee County
communities. Many organizational partners collaborated to create the event, which was hosted by the
Manatee County Community Services Department.

TAMPA - April 30™: To provide education about fair housing rights, a Fair Housing and Homeownership
Fair was presented at the Jackson Heights NFL Center. Renters and those interested in buying a home
had the opportunity to visit a variety of homeownership organization displays. In addition, a fair housing
seminar was conducted covering topics such as: knowing your fair housing rights; establishing credit;
buying vs. renting; predatory lending; and protection from identify theft.

Acquisition/Relocation ABC’s

Policy Newsletter of the Relocation and Real Estate Division
Department of Housing and Urban Development
Community Planning and Development

Vol. 1 No. 1 (Subpart B) April, 2005 Office of Affordable Housing Programs

Q1: When is an appraisal not required for an acquisition subject to the Uniform Relocation Assistance
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended (URA)?

A1: The URA statute requires real property to be appraised, except in cases involving acquisition by sale
or donation of real property with a low fair market value (Section 301(2)). This provision of the law is
further defined and implemented by the URA regulations at 49 CFR 24.102(c), which in part sets forth
that an appraisal is not required when the “..Agency determines the appraisal is unnecessary because
the valuation problem is uncomplicated and the anticipated value of the proposed acquisition is estimated
at $10,000 or less, based on a review of available data.” If these criteria are met, the Agency may
prepare a waiver valuation, provided the person performing the waiver valuation has sufficient
understanding of appraisal principles and the local real estate market to be qualified to prepare it. The
term “Waiver Valuation” is defined at 49 CFR 24.2(a)(33).

Written procedures for use of a waiver valuation should be established by an Agency prior to its use.
When a waiver valuation is determined to be appropriate, adequate documentation of the valuation data
used must be maintained in the acquisition file for HUD monitoring purposes.

If the anticipated amount of a waiver valuation is expected to exceed $10,000 but is less than $25,000,
the Agency may request a waiver from HUD to exceed the $10,000 regulatory limit (see Q/A 3 below). In
the case of a property donation covered under 49 CFR 24.108, an appraisal is not required if the property
owner releases the Agency from its obligation to appraise the property and is informed of his/her right to
receive just compensation. All releases must be signed by the property owner and must be maintained in
the Agency’s file for monitoring purposes.

An appraisal is not required for “voluntary” acquisitions which meet the requirements and criteria of 49
CFR 24.101(b)(1)-(5). However, although an appraisal is not required under these circumstances,
Agencies should consider having an appraisal prepared and reviewed for commercial/industrial
properties and for properties with high anticipated values.

http://www.hud.gov/ http://www.espanol.hud.gov/




Q2: When is a “waiver valuation” not appropriate?

A2: A waiver valuation is not appropriate when: 1) The anticipated value of the proposed acquisition is
expected to exceed $10,000 (unless waived by HUD, see Q/A 3 below); 2) possible damages to the
remainder property exist; 3) questions on highest and best use exist; 4) the
valuation problem is complex; 5) the use of eminent domain is anticipated;
6) hazardous material/waste may be present; or 7) for other reasons, the
agency determines an appraisal is required.

If the property owner elects to have the Agency appraise the property, the
Agency must obtain an appraisal and shall not use the waiver valuation
procedures provided in the cited regulations.

Q3: In49 CFR 24.102(c)2)(i)(C) it says that the Federal Agency funding
a project may approve exceeding the $10,000 threshold for uncomplicated acquisitions which do not
require an appraisal, up to a maximum of $25,000, if the Agency acquiring the real property offers the
property owner the option of having the Agency appraise the property. In HUD-funded projects, how
would an Agency request approval of a threshold above $10,0007?

A3: A request for approval of a threshold above $10,000 (not to exceed $25,000) for a HUD-funded
project should be submitted to the appropriate HUD Regional Relocation Specialist who has
responsibility for the State in which the project is located. A list of the HUD Regional Relocation
Specialists located in the Office of Community Planning and Development (CPD) can be found on HUD’s
relocation website at: www.HUD.gov/relocation under “Contacts.”

The Agency request must include its written waiver valuation operating procedures and documentation to
supporting the waiver request including: Identification of the project or projects for which a higher
threshold is requested, the threshold amount requested, identification of the person or persons who will
be authorized by the Agency to perform the waiver valuation in lieu of an appraisal, a description of the
qualifications of each named person to perform such a valuation based on sufficient understanding of the
local real estate market, and agree that the Agency will offer the property owner the option of having the
Agency appraise the property.

The Regional Relocation Specialist will review the request and consult with appropriate staff from the
HUD program area(s) funding the project (CPD, Public and Indian Housing, and/or Housing). The
Regional Relocation Specialist will prepare a memorandum addressed to the General Deputy Assistant
Secretary for CPD either recommending approval or disapproval of the request with appropriate
justification. This memorandum is to be signed by the Field Office CPD Director in whose jurisdiction the
project is located. Copies will be provided to the appropriate HUD program areas. The Assistant
Secretary for CPD, or her designee, will approve or disapprove requests for higher thresholds.

If an increase in the waiver valuation threshold is granted by HUD, it is strongly
recommended that the Agency secure the property owner's agreement to
accept a waiver valuation (in lieu of an appraisal) in writing, prior to preparation
of the waiver valuation. In any event, the property owner’s signature
acknowledging the agency’s offer of an appraisal and the property owner’s
acceptance of a waiver valuation must be included in the Agency’s acquisition
file whenever the waiver valuation amount exceeds $10,000.

http://www.hud.gov/ http://www.espanol.hud.gov/




TAMPA OFFICE BECOMES A FLORIDA RELAY BUSINESS PARTNER

|:|ur||ja Relay To better serve all customers, the Tampa Field Office is now a Florida

Relay Partner, committed to helping people who are deaf, hard of

S -bees hearing, deaf/blind, or speech impaired. Through Florida Relay, people
—— who use specialized telephone communications equipment can
communicate with people using standard telephones. The system

7,{ T operates by transmitting typed conversation between two parties,

; 3 thereby allowing impaired individuals to obtain vital information which

. .. discover would otherwise be unavailable. To get additional information about
communication the system, or to become a partner organization, call the FTRI

endom Outreach Division at 1.888.292.1950, x-232 or go to www.ftri.org.

IT'S BACK.....coneee. .HURRICANE SEASON BEGINS JUNE 157!

That’s right! Although we continue to deal with the effects of
2004 hurricanes, the 2005 season is about to begin. This
year, we should be sure our preparations are completed

EARLY. Remember, most hurricane damage and deaths
~ occur from the tremendous amounts of rain which

\g\ accompany these strong storms.

DON'’T WAIT!

Have a hurricane plan in place for both home and work. Know what to have stored and where to go if you

cannot stay home. In addition to your county’s guidelines (available at county offices or internet sites),

please visit the following internet locations for more detailed information:

www.floridadisaster.org www.myflorida.com WWW.noaa.gov

ARE YOU ON OUR MAILING LISTS?

)

The HUD Tampa Field Office makes available the following
publications: e —

Tampa Field Office Newsletter
If you need general information about programs, funding, public announcements and local activities,
send your request via email to william j. kalbas@hud.gov or call 813.228.2026 x-2112 to provide your

email or postal address.

Tampa Office of Multi-Family Housing E-Letter
If you are in the multi-family housing industry (owner, manager, funding source, etc.) and would like to be
on an electronic newsletter mailing list, email: Nikki A. Spitzer@hud.gov

Atlanta Homeownership Center Internet News
Those interested in single family housing news may visit the following Internet site
http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/talk/atlfallnews.pdf to register for receipt of this newsletter.
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