
 

 

 U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Alaska State Office 
Community Planning and Development  
3000 C Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK  99503 
www.hud.gov/alaska.html 

 
      July 17, 2008 
 
The Honorable Mark Begich, Mayor 
Municipality of Anchorage 
Post Office Box 196650 
Anchorage, AK  99519-6650 
 
Dear Mayor Begich:   
 
Subject:  2007 Program Year Review Letter  

 
HUD and the Municipality of Anchorage (MOA) continue to work in partnership to meet 

the housing and community development needs of the people of Anchorage.  A major 
responsibility for HUD in this partnership is to ensure that the MOA carries out its programmatic 
responsibilities in conformance with contractual agreements, its consolidated plan submission, 
and in compliance with the applicable statutes and federal regulations.  We are also obligated to 
determine that the MOA has a continuing capacity to implement and operate programs for which 
HUD assistance is received, primarily, the Community Development Block Grant Program 
(CDBG), HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME), and the Emergency Shelter Grant 
(ESG).  
 
 The Program Year Review Letter serves as the mechanism for HUD to communicate to 
the MOA and citizens the results of HUD’s determinations for the program year.  The following 
is HUD’s analysis for the period, January 1, 2007 to December 31, 2007, designated as program 
year 2007, (PY07).  PY07 represents the fifth year of implementation of the 2003-2007 Housing 
and Community Development Consolidated Plan for the Municipality of Anchorage (ConPlan). 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
  

For PY07 the MOA was awarded $1,936,826 in CDBG funds.  The MOA reported the 
receipt of $85,594 in program income during the program year.  A total of $1,829,784 in CDBG 
funds were expended during the year.  The CDBG funds supported a variety of activities 
including three capital projects, rehabilitation of 58 housing units, and funding for four public 
service projects benefiting over 1,147 families and individuals.  In addition the MOA reports the 
creation of six jobs resulting from a CDBG economic development project that was funded in a 
prior program year.  The MOA expended $424,304 of CDBG funds for administration and 
planning costs.  
 
 The MOA continues to work on their first economic development activity funded with 
Section 108/Brownfields Economic Development Initiatives funds.  The Sadler Building has the 
potential to provide an economic development anchor in Mountain View.  It qualified under the 
Low- Mod Jobs national objective.  During PY07, the MOA reports that six jobs were created on 
this project; more jobs are expected to be created with the completion of the building in PY08.     



 

HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME)/American Dream Down Payment 
Initiative (ADDI)  
 

The MOA was awarded $1,003,185 in HOME funds and a total of $25,488 in ADDI 
funds for PY07.  The MOA expended $1,716,434 in HOME funds, of which $74,211 was 
expended for administration and planning costs.  The MOA provided home-ownership assistance 
to 43 first time homebuyers, and assisted with rehab of five owner occupied housing units.  The 
MOA also reports progress in working with their four active Community Housing Development 
Organizations (CHDO’s).   
 

Emergency Shelter Grant program (ESG)  
 
 For PY07 the MOA was awarded $83,752 in ESG funds.  The MOA expended $56,063 
in ESG funds.   The funds provided essential services to 103 individuals, and homeless 
prevention assistance to 175 individuals.  In addition, four homeless shelters received funds for 
utility cost assistance.     
 

Other HUD Programs 
 

To further assist coordination among homelessness planning groups in Anchorage, the 
MOA has hired a planner to provide staffing assistance to the Anchorage Coalition on 
Homelessness (ACH), and further Anchorage’s Ten Year Plan on Homelessness.  The ACH and 
its Executive Board coordinate the development of the Continuum of Care (CoC) element for 
applications from Anchorage non-profits in HUD’s homeless grant program competition.  
Anchorage CoC applicants received awards totaling $2,360,291 in the 2007 competition.   

 
 
HUD Conclusion 
 

For PY07, the MOA directly received a total of $3,049,251 in federal funds from HUD 
for housing and community development activities.  This investment in the MOA has resulted in 
the creation and preservation of affordable housing, benefited existing home owners, first time 
home buyers, homeless persons, and persons with special needs.  In addition, the MOA has made 
considerable contributions towards removing impediments to fair housing.  Based on HUD’s 
review of the MOA’s performance in the CDBG, HOME/ADDI, and ESG programs during 
PY07, the following determinations have been made: 
 

 
The MOA has carried out its program substantially as described in its ConPlan; 
 
The Consolidated Plan submission as implemented complies with the requirements of the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, the Cranston-Gonzalez National 
affordable Housing Act, and other applicable laws and regulations; 
 



The MOA has the continuing capacity to carry out the approved program in a timely 
manner. 

  
In accordance with 24 CFR 91.525, this letter will be made available to the public by 

means of the Anchorage Field Office website at www.hud.gov/alaska.  Availability of the letter 
will be announced in the “highlights” section of the home page, and an electronic copy will be 
found in the “library” section of the site that can be accessed by clicking on the link in the left 
hand column of the home page.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
(907) 677-9830.    

 
      Sincerely, 
 
 /s/ 
 
 
      Colleen K. Bickford 
      Field Office Director 

 
 
cc: 
Mary Jane Michael, Executive Director 
Office of Economic and Community Development 
Municipality of Anchorage 
 
Diane Ingle, Director 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Municipality of Anchorage 
 
Corrine O’Neill, Acting Director 
Department of Neighborhoods 
Municipality of Anchorage 
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