


Fix Water Leaks to 
Reduce Waste
Leaks in toilets, faucets, showerheads, 
irrigation systems and garden hoses can 
waste thousands of gallons of water per 
year.

The toilet is the number one water user in 
the home. Toilets often have silent leaks 
that can waste hundreds of gallons a year.  
A constantly running toilet can waste 
more than 200 gallons of water every day. 
A common reason why toilets will leak is 
an old or worn out toilet flapper or valve 
seal. Flappers are inexpensive rubber 
parts that can build up minerals or decay 
over time. Replacing them can be a quick 
and easy fix which saves a lot of water.

Faucets and showerheads are also 
fixtures that can leak and waste water.  
Old and worn faucet washers and gaskets 
frequently cause leaks in faucets. A leaky 
faucet or showerhead that drips at the rate 
of one drip per second can waste more 
than 3,000 gallons per year. Most leaky 
showerheads can be fixed by tightening 

the connection between the showerhead 
and the pipe stem and by using pipe tape 
to secure it. Pipe tape, also called Teflon 
tape, is available at most hardware stores, 
is easy to apply, and can help tame unruly 
leaks. A showerhead leaking 10 drips per 
minute wastes enough water in a year to 
run the dishwasher 60 times.

In-ground irrigation systems should 
be checked each spring to make sure 
the system wasn’t damaged by frost or 
freezing. Irrigation professionals that are 
hired should have passed a certification 
program focused on water efficiency. 
These certified professionals will not only 
help you detect and correct leaks in the 
system, but also maximize its efficiency.

Finally, check all garden hoses for leaks 
at the connection to the spigot. If it leaks 
while you run your hose, replace the 
nylon or rubber hose washer and ensure 
a tight connection to the spigot using pipe 
tape and a wrench. An irrigation system 
at 60 psi with a leak the thickness of a 
dime can waste about 6,300 gallons of 
water per month.

If you replace any fixtures look for the 
WaterSense label to increase water 
efficiency. For further information on 
WaterSense or to see a complete list of 
WaterSense labeled products click here. 
Retrofitting the house with WaterSense 
labeled fixtures could save a family of 
four approximately $2,000 in water bills 
over the lifespan of the products.
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TIPS FOR RESIDENTS - LOWER YOUR 
ENERGY BILLS THIS SUMMER
• Install white window shades, drapes, or blinds to reflect heat away 
from the house. 

• Close curtains on south- and west-facing windows during the day. 

• Whenever possible, open shaded windows and use fans instead of 
operating your air conditioner. 

• If you use a window air conditioner, use a fan with it to spread the 
cool air throughout your home. 

• Don't place lamps or TVs near the thermostat. The heat from these 
appliances will trick the air conditioner into running longer. 

• Caulking and weatherstripping around doors and windows can save 
up to 30% on cooling costs. 

• Programming your thermostat to give your air conditioner a break 
for the eight hours you're at work — even by just a degree or two — 
could cut your cooling bill by up to 10%.

• Lower the thermostat on your hot water heater: 120 degrees is 
comfortable for most uses. 

We want to hear from you! Please send us nominations for 
projects to be highlighted in the EcoWise success stories. 

Contact us at ecowise@deval.us

http://www.epa.gov/watersense/pp/lists.htm
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