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HUD CHARGES OWNERS OF OREGON MOBILE HOME     PARK WITH VIOLATING THE FAIR HOUSING ACT
                              Vision-impaired woman denied request for controlled access to her yard
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development announces today that it has charged the owners of Green Acres Mobile Park in Milton-Freewater, OR, with violating the Fair Housing Act for refusing to grant a legally-blind woman a reasonable accommodation and for allegedly evicting her in retaliation for her request.

The charge alleges that D&S Investments, LLC, and Stan Crawford, owners of Green Acres Mobile Home Park, and Claudia Allen, manager of the property, would not allow Bonita Widell to install a lock on a gate that would prevent unauthorized persons from accessing her property.   

HUD’s investigation found that Ms. Widell asked for permission to place a lock on her gate because she feared for her safety and was afraid of people walking through her yard. She is legally-blind due to Pan-uveitis, cataracts, and glaucoma and can see only shadows and silhouettes of people.  Management told her that it could not lock the gate because emergency and maintenance personnel, and another resident required passage through it.  Ms. Widell offered to supply a key to the gate so that appropriate persons would have access, but park owners continued to deny her request to install the lock.
The Fair Housing Act makes it illegal to discriminate against persons because of their race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability or familial status.
Housing discrimination charges heard before an administrative law judge carry a maximum civil penalty of $11,000 for each violation for a first offense, in addition to actual damages for each complainant, injunctive or other equitable relief, and attorneys’ fees. Sanctions can be more severe if a respondent has a history of housing discrimination.  Parties also have the right to elect to have their cases heard in federal district court.  

FHEO and its partners in the Fair Housing Initiatives Program and the Fair Housing Assistance Program investigate approximately 9,000 housing discrimination complaints annually.  People who believe they are the victims of housing discrimination should contact HUD at (800) 669-9777 (voice) 800-927-9275 (TTY) or the Department of Justice at (800) 896-7743 or 202-514-4713. Additional information is available at www.hud.gov/fairhousing and www.usdoj.gov.

For more information call Shantae Goodloe at #202-708-0980.

