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CHAPTER 2. Responsibility

2-1 Applicant's environmental assurance

A

HOPWA Program Regul ations require an assurance that the applicant
will:

1. supply HUD with information necessary for HUD to perform any
appl i cabl e environnental review of each property in
accordance with the environmental |aws and authorities cited
in 24 CFR part 50;

2. carry out mitigating nmeasures required by HUD or select
alternate eligible property; and

3. not acquire, rehabilitate, convert, |ease, repair or
construct property to provide housing, or coormit HUD, State,
|l ocal - or other funds to such programactivities with

respect to any eligible property, until HUD approval of the
property is received. The grantee shall assure that project
sponsors conply with these requirenents.

2-2 Gantee's data for HUD environnental review

A

1390. 05

The grantee will cooperate in providing data for HUD s
performance of the environmental review. In submitting data. to
HUD, grantees may use the sanple format provided in Appendix 2,
or devel op an equivalent format of their own. Gantees are to
provide a separate format for each property. |If available,
grantees al so may provide HUD with previously issued
environmental reviews prepared by other local, State, or Federa
agencies for the subject property.

For community residences only, grantees who prepare environmnental
data and rel ated worksheets after the effective date of the HOPWA
grant agreenent may use approved technical assistance funds from
the HOPWA Grant to pay for costs incurred.

Grantees are prohibited fromconmitting or expending HUD, State,
| ocal, or other funds to undertake any property acquisition
rehabilitation, conversion, |ease, repair or construction
activities (for definition, refer to Paragraph 1-1 above),
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until HUD approval is received for the specific property for use
in the grantee's HOPWA Program

2-3 HUD s responsibility for perfornance of the environnmental review

A

Sec. 574.510 of HOPWA Program Regul ations requires that before
any anounts under this programare used to acquire, rehabilitate,
convert, |lease, repair or construct properties to provide

housi ng, HUD shall performa reviewin accord with 24 CFR part
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50, which inplenments the National Environnmental Policy Act (NEPA)
and the rel ated Federal environnmental |aws and authorities listed
under Sect 50.4. In performing its environnental review, HUD wil |
receive certain information provided by the grantee (refer to
Appendi x 2). Also, grantees nmay provide HUD with previously

i ssued environnmental reviews prepared by other |local, State, or
Federal agencies for the proposed property. HUD nust, however,
conduct the environnental analysis and prepare the environmental
revi ew and be responsible for the required environmenta

findi ngs.

HUD shal | determ ne whet her a NEPA environnmental assessnent is
required. HUD shall also deternine whether the assisted
activities will trigger thresholds for other applicable Federa
environmental |aws and authorities, when the property is:

1. | ocated within designated coastal barriers;

2. listed on, or eligible for listing on, the National Register
of Historic Places; or is located within, or adjacent to, an
historic district or property; or is a property whose area
of potential effects includes an historic district or

property;

3. | ocat ed near hazardous industrial operations handling fuels
or chem cals of an explosive or flanmmabl e nature;

4. contam nated by toxic chenicals or radioactive materials;

5. | ocated within a runway cl ear zone at a civil airport or
within a clear zone or accident potential
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zone at a nmilitary airfield;

6. | ocated within certain flood hazard areas or (for new
construction only) a designated wetl and;

7. | ocated within an area requiring flood i nsurance protection
or

8. | ocated within a high noise area

For proposed new construction or conversion (including
denplition), major rehabilitation or substantial inprovenent of
exi sting properties, HUD al so shall determ ne whether the
assisted activities will trigger thresholds for Federa
environnmental |aws and authorities that may apply when the

property:
1. is located within a coastal nanagenent zone;
2. is located on a sole source aquifer; or

3. woul d af fect an endangered speci es.



2-4 Field Ofice Responsibility

A
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Secretary's Representatives and State Coordi nators, assisted by
Field Environnental Officers, are responsible for overseeing the
performance of environnental procedures under 0O 574.510 of the
HOPWA Pr ogr am Regul ati ons.

Field CPD Division Directors, assisted by CPD Representatives
(Reps) assigned to the HOPWA Programin the HUD Field O fices
have the |l ead responsibility for carrying out the intent of this
handbook and are to:

1. Revi ew the grantee's data subnmission and if conplete,
performthe necessary environmental review and docunent
conpliance on applicable HUD Forns 4128 or 4128.1, which are
available fromthe Field Environmental O ficer

Wthin five working days of the HUD recei pt of the

reci pient's conplete data submi ssion (see Appendix 2), Field
CPD Reps assigned to the HOPWA Programare to notify the
recipient by letter fromthe Director for Conmunity Pl anning
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and Devel opnent (CPD), or his/her deputy, indicating one of
the following (To formthe letters, refer to Appendix 1):

Option 1: HUD approval

Option 2: HUD environnmental approval with specia
conditions, including any mitigating nmeasures to be
undert aken by the grantee;

Option 3: HUD request for additional information to perform
either the threshold determ nation or the conpliance review,
or both, or HUD advice that additional time will be
required; or

Option 4: HUD di sapproval and recommendation that the
grantee select an alternate eligible property.

2. Conpl ete the environnental record on HUD Forns 4128 or
4128.1 prior to preparing the Field Ofice's reply to the
grant ee regardi ng HUD approval or disapproval of the

property.

3. Keep environmental records until the closeout of the project
by HUD; and

4, Moni tor conpliance with any mitigation neasures.

Field CPD Reps who need advi ce or assistance concerning the
i mpl eent ati on of this handbook should contact the Field
Envi ronmental O ficer.
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