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CHAPTER 1. Introduction
Pur pose

Thi s handbook specifies the environnental review and docunentation
requirenents to be followed by HUD Field Ofices for grants under
HUD s program for Housing Opportunities for Persons with Al DS
(hereafter, HOPWA Grants).

The handbook expl ains the manner in which HOPWA grantees, before
undertaki ng property acquisition, rehabilitation, conversion, |ease,
repair or construction activities, are to subnmit to HUD Field Ofices
property-specific informati on so that HUD may assure confornmance wth
requirenents related to the environment. Definition: "Property
acquisition, rehabilitation, conversion, |ease, repair or construction
activities" neans the recipient's commitnent or expenditure of any
HUD, State, local or other funds for property acquisition
rehabilitation, conversion, |ease, repair, or construction activities
under the HOPWA Program

HUD Field O fices shall provide a copy of this handbook to all HOPWA
grantees with the grant approval letter. Field CPD Representatives
for the HOPWA Program assi sted by Environmental Oficers shall provide
assistance to grantees and their staff to ensure full understanding
and i npl enentati on of this handbook. This handbook al erts grantees of
the environnental criteria inportant in the selection of properties
free of major hazards and probl ens.

Thi s handbook contains special procedures only for HOPWA Grants and
does not affect the environnental procedures for any other HUD
program

Aut hority

A The authority for this policy is set forth in HOPWA Program
Regul ations at Sect. 574.510 of 24 CFR part 574 (hereafter, the HOPWA
Pr ogram Regul ati ons).

B. HUD Envi ronmental Regul ations at Sect. 50.3(i) and 50.17(i) of 24
CFR part 50 (hereafter HUD Environnmental Regulations) allow a new
post - award deci sion point for conpliance with the Nationa
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Envi ronmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) and the other applicable
Federal environmental |laws and authorities listed in O 50.4. The
deci sion point for environnental conpliance reviewis not the
approval by HUD of the award of grants to successful applicants,
but rather HUD approval of specific properties identified by the
grantee for use in a HOPWA program The reasons for this post-
awar d deci sion point are the follow ng:

1. Applications for funding under Fornmula Entitlenent grants
are not likely to identify specific properties to be used in
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| ocal HOPWA prograns, whereas Federal environnmental |aws and
authorities require review of specific properties; and

2. Applications for funding for Conpetitive grants are to
identify specific properties to be used in the | ocal HOPWA
prograns, but for adm nistrative conveni ence, HUD has
determ ned that an award of a grant will be conditioned on
the applicant's conpliance with Federal environmenta
policies and procedures that require environnmental approva
of the property by HUD before any funds are used in support
of the property.

C. To inplement Sect. 50.3(i) and 50.17(i), HUD Environment al
Regul ati ons provide for an environnental assurance.

D. The Departnent has determ ned that NEPA and the other Federa
|laws and authorities listed at 00 50.4 apply to: (i) physica
devel opment activities listed under 0O 574.300(b) (3) and (4), and
(ii) project-based rental assistance under 0O 574.300(b) (5).
Al so HUD has determined that the other activities cited in O
574.300(b), which by their nature do not propose a physica
change to a property, are categorically excluded from NEPA revi ew
and do not trigger the laws and authorities in 0O 50.4.

Activities not subject to environmental review

To preclude the need for doing repetitive findings of no significant
i mpact for non-physical devel opnment activities and to provide for an
efficient and effective use of resources and staff responsible for

conmpliance with HUD Environnental Regulations, [0 50.19 and 50. 20(b)
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and (o) authorize the following list of activities, which HUD has
determ ned are categorically excluded from NEPA and not subject to the
0 50.4 authorities:

A | nformati on services;

B. Resource identification and planning to establish and coordinate
strategies, including feasibility studies, environnmental studies
and testing;

C. Tenant - based rental assistance;

D. Supportive services including, but not limted to, health care,
per manent housi ng pl acenent, day care, nutritional services,
short-term paynents for rent/nortgage/utility costs, and
assi stance in gaining access to local, State, and Federa
governnent benefits and services;

E. Operating costs including maintenance, security, operation,
i nsurance, utilities, furnishings, equiprment, supplies, staff
training and recruitment, and other incidental costs;

F. Techni cal assi stance; and



G Adm ni strative expenses.
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